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(As Prepared) 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Boys and Girls, 
 
Good afternoon. 
 

During my first visit to Guinea-Bissau, it has been my distinct pleasure to 
discover your country, your people, and your culture.  It is an honor to be here -- with 
you -- today.  Thank you for joining me at this ribbon-cutting of the Bengala Branca 
Music School’s program for the Blind, supported by the Ambassador’s Self-Help Grant 
Program. 

 
The United States of America is dedicated to the ideals of freedom and equality -

- including for those with physical and mental disabilities.  As President Barack Obama 
has said, “America has within her the truth, that independent of race, religion or social 
position in life, we all share the same aspirations -- to live in peace and security, to have 
access to education and work with dignity…This is the hope of all humanity.” 

 
It is these ideals that we share with your School.  And we support your School, 

because of what you do to educate and to lift up Bissau-Guineans who are visually 
impaired. 

 
The materials and equipment that these students will use in music lessons that 

my Ambassador’s Self-Help Grant Fund is purchasing, will serve as a gateway to 
personal development and -- we hope -- to professional opportunities at which these 
participants will be able to earn some income using their new musical skills. 

 
I understand that this project encompasses a comprehensive music course, 

which includes familiarization with various types of musical instruments -- furthering the 
practicality of this program as a tool that will ensure a promising future. 

 
I -- and everyone at the U.S. Embassy in Dakar, as well as the U.S. Bissau 

Liaison Office -- look forward to further cooperation with the Bengala Branca Music 
School. 

 
Thank you for spending some of your time with us today.  I wish each one of you 

peace, health, happiness -- and a bright, and melodic, future. 


