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National Biosafety Authority (ANB) and National Biosafety Committee (CNB) members,
Representatives of the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development,

Dear Panelists,Distinguished Guests,

Members of the Media,

Good morning.

| am pleased to be with you here today to discuss the issue of biosafety, a cornerstone
topic to our everyday lives and its implementation in Senegal.

| want now to welcome members of the National Biosafety Authority (ANB) and National
Biosafety Committee (CNB). | also want to welcome parliamentarians, civil society,
media, and stakeholders who have come here both to learn more about biotechnology
and biosecurity and to help chart a way forward based on Senegal’s national biosafety
law, passed in 2009.

| am pleased to see this diverse group of stakeholders together to address this
important issue, which has implications for all of us.

As stated by Ms. Dong, organic products are beneficial to the global economy in terms
of larger fields, lower production costs, and environmental benefits. This, therefore,
makes agriculture more sustainable for both the economy and the environment.

The embassy has worked with many partners to prepare this workshop. The Direction
of National Parks is Senegal’s focal point for implementation of the Cartagena Protocol.
We are proud to be partnering with the Direction of National Parks on this workshop
today, and we thank their staff for their teamwork.

Our Embassy, through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Foreign Agricultural
Service, represented here by Ms. Joani Dong, has also worked closely with the African
Biosafety Network of Expertise and the West and Central African Council for Agricultural
Research and Development, to organize this workshop. | also want to thank officials
from these organizations for their close collaboration and teamwork. | know that the



Foreign Agricultural Service found working with you rewarding. | want to let you know
that we really appreciate partners like you.

The U.S. Department of State is proud to be co-sponsoring this workshop along with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

We are very honored to have the presence of many fine speakers from Senegal as well
as those that have traveled from other countries especially for this workshop: Ms.
Chantal Zoungrana of the Burkinabe National Biosafety Agency in Ouagadougou; Mrs.
Marie-Cécile Hénard of the USDA'’s Office of Agricultural Affairs in Paris, and Mr. Ben
Bocian, International Trade Specialist for Africa and Middle East Division from the
USDA in Washington, DC.

| want to wish every success to all participants to this workshop.

The roadmap you will propose following this workshop to finalize all outstanding
decrees and make a viable law practice will be significant for Senegal, and will be
valuable to an advanced implementation of the Cartagena Convention.

Thank you so much for your kind attention. Biosafety is so important to our health and
the health of future generations. | look forward to hearing about the outcome of this
workshop. | wish you all the very best.



