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Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The U.S. stands with the people of the Mediterranean region, and we strongly support the 
democratic transition we are seeing in some partner countries. People everywhere yearn for 
more economic opportunity, greater political participation, and the chance to build a better 
future. The future stability of governments throughout the region, as recent events so 
graphically illustrate, will depend primarily upon the ability of leaders to provide a positive 
vision for the future that addresses the political and economic concerns of an overwhelmingly 
youthful population. The task is a challenging one, but the United States stands ready to help.  

It’s been our consistent position that we believe governments will be stronger and leaders in 
the region more effective to the extent they respond to their people’s needs and aspirations 
through political, social and economic reforms. 

While the situation in every country is different, the people of the Mediterranean region – like 
people everywhere – are seeking a chance to contribute and to have a role in the decisions 
that will shape their lives. Leaders need to respond to these aspirations, and they need to view 
civil society as a partner, not a threat in this effort.  

The OSCE has an excellent track record in helping countries manage their transition to more 
open and democratic systems. Should our partners choose to request assistance from OSCE 
institutions, we believe we should all be open to such request, and the U.S. looks forward to 
working with our partners, and the Chair, in this regard.  
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