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The United States warmly welcomes you to the Permanent Council, Ambassador Remler, and 
we thank you for your final report to this body.   
 
We strongly support the OSCE Mission to Moldova. It continues to play a central and 
invaluable role in efforts to broker a comprehensive settlement to the Transnistria conflict. 
We welcome your commitment to facilitate both a direct dialogue and more informal 
negotiations in the 5+2 format. We also note the Mission’s support for the development of 
confidence- and security-building measures and the work that your team has done in helping 
to resolve freedom of movement issues.   
 
Allow me to take this opportunity to reaffirm the United States’ strong support for the 5+2 
discussions, which we believe offer the most effective mechanism to return peace and 
stability to the area. We applaud the Mission’s leadership last year in facilitating a more 
robust settlement process, which included five informal meetings of the 5+2 and regular 
meetings of the sides’ chief negotiators.   
 
We remain hopeful that formal negotiations in the 5+2 format of the Permanent Conference 
will resume soon, and we welcome the decision taken in Moscow on September 22 to resume 
formal negotiations. We remain committed to a settlement that respects the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Moldova and provides for an agreed status for the Transnistria region.   
 
I would be remiss, however, if I did not also take a moment to applaud the Mission for its 
numerous other activities. The Mission has rightly encouraged Moldovan authorities to 
uphold the rule of law and to respect fundamental freedoms, human rights, and minority 
rights, including the rights of detainees. We also attach high importance to the Mission’s 
efforts to promote the fulfillment of remaining commitments on the withdrawal of Russian 
forces from Moldova.   
 
There, of course, remains more work for the Mission in Moldova. We continue to encourage 
a responsible, constitutional resolution of domestic political uncertainties, and the OSCE 
should continue to promote observance of the rule of law. 
 
Respect for the rule of law is essential for Moldova’s future and the future of the region. We 
see the urgency of this issue in the cases of Ernest Vardanean and Ilie Cazac, who were 
convicted of high treason by Transnistrian courts and sentenced to lengthy prison terms.  
While we note the May 5 pardon of Vardanean, we urge the relevant authorities to 
demonstrate respect for the human rights of all individuals and for due process under the law, 
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and call on authorities to review these cases in a manner consistent with OSCE and 
international standards. 
 
In closing, Ambassador Remler, the United States greatly appreciates your hard work and 
that of your staff over the past four years in supporting Moldova as it progresses toward its 
stated goal of integration into European institutions. We thank you for your vigorous 
commitment to the 5+2 settlement process and we wish you all the best in your future 
endeavors. 
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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