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Word From The Center - Patriotism
By Kapil Gupta

I n t he u. s. , t he i dea of ufderatandingohttpi/ewmdseedeofpeakeeisy/ war m:
sentiments associated with the love of country, ranging from
Revolutionary War pride (our defeat of Britain to gain | n todayos increasingly (

independence) to almost clichéd aspects of American question is what does it mean to be patriotic while
culture: apple pie, traditional motherhood, baseball games, being a citizen of the world? Is there space for a
and marching band parades down Main St. Google search  broader patriotism to the nation of humanity? |
images for patriotism and you will find photo montages concl ude with a wry co0mme
featuring symbolism: bald eagles (the American national lamentable, that to be a good patriot one must become
bird, featured on our great seal) and many images of the t he enemy of the rest of m
American fl ag, AOl d Gl-alcopcem@ Patriotism is a catch
that evokes the national cultural average, the common  Sincerely,
mean that connects people in self identification as a united y

. T
nation. ,_)(7/

=%

The challenge with defining patriotism in America is Kapil Gupta
reconciling competing social forces: the centripetal pull to  Information Officer
uniformity in defining what is American is balanced against

the centrifugal forces of freedom and national diversity. Two .. . ) .
quotations exhibit the latter part of the dichotomy. From the WAL Ui 1t [PIr@ribe [ gitieett ©Ogy WL i Luika on
political l eft, Howard Zi nnﬁgundyu\%ul i8nfr8.nf Jrloiaw. s'aan?J:fornfu .'if'”sedse|
hi ghest form of patriotismo.ur(t) of |u¥|act|\(|ges. |ri1pnr1|%e,takeparvlnei n,
. . S . an Ice-cream eating con?est, have ~your photo
African-American public intellectual James A. Baldwin wrote K ith Uncle S d h |
il | ove America more than ant@engw{hgcre AN this |w
and, exactly for this reason, | insist on the right to
Abroad, the concept of American patriotism can invoke The story
mi xed opinions. It seems to « e ouha
own patriotism is always a positive thing while the patriotism nation's
of other people for a different country is not always equally founding
understood i if not seen as hostile. Thus, patriotism in its is filled
worst forms can be a mental straightjacket -- sustaining with larger
prejudice toward other peopl wthandifeo r
own faults. Thus the importance of people-to-people personali-
connections in modern diplomacy: while nations may have ¥ 5ia ties and
political differences, on a personal level individuals can i P fascinating

relate to each other as fellow humans, sharing similar events. Try taking one of these fun, short quizzes to
dreams for the future. A great example of this is the work of  test your knowledge of July Fourth & then and now.
the American NGO fASeeds f or PElewase #an onhdf thdse bategomeg: Histbrp uést h
youth from conflicting communities to change biases Music Lovers or Kids of All Ages - Click here to get
through structured environments for deep mutual started.
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http://www.seedsofpeace.org/
http://www.pbs.org/capitolfourth/quiz_sub1.html
http://www.pbs.org/capitolfourth/quiz_sub7.html
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