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Have you ever thought about what it 
would be like to live, work, or travel in 

California?

California Travel Night on Wednesday, 
April 6, at 17:00 - 18:30

Kaisa Library Auditorium, 7th floor 
(Fabianinkatu 30)

Welcome!

California Travel Night on April 6th

Welcome to join us for an evening on California! If you have ever wondered what it would be like to live, 
work, or travel in the west coast of the United States here is your chance to find out. Our guest speakers 
include Fulbright Distinguished Teacher David Tow from San Francisco as well as US travel experts Kirsi 
Rutonen and Ulla Alakangas (their blog 50 State Puzzle is available at 
http://www.rantapallo.fi/50statepuzzle/) 

The event is open for the public and takes place at the Kaisa Library Auditorium (Fabianinkatu 30, 
7th floor.) See you there!



WebPicks
collected by the ARC staff

Disclaimer: The views expressed on these websites are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect U.S. Government 
policies. These links are being provided as a convenience and for informational purposes only; they do not constitute an 
endorsement or approval by the ARC or the U.S. Embassy in Helsinki, nor can we bear any responsibility for the accuracy, 
legality, functionality or content of the external site or for that of subsequent links.

American Life

The Anger of Ta-Nehisi Coates by Darryl Pinckney. The New York Review of Books, February 11, 2016.
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/2016/02/11/the-anger-of-ta-nehisi-coates/ 

The Collision Sport on Trial by David Maraniss. The New York Review of Books, February 11, 2016.
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/2016/02/11/the-collision-sport-on-trial/ 

How Chris Jackson Is Building a Black Literary Movement by Vinson Cunningham. The New York Times Magazine, February 2, 2016.
One of the publishing industry’s only black editors is transmitting ideas from writers on the margins to the mainstream readers 
who need to hear them.
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/07/magazine/how-chris-jackson-is-building-a-black-literary-movement.html 

How Joan Didion the Writer Became Joan Didion the Legend by Lili Anolik. Vanity Fair, Hollywood 2016.
Joan Didion arrived in Los Angeles in 1964 on the way to becoming one of the most important writers of her generation, a 
cultural icon who changed L.A.’s perception of itself. Lili Anolik mines the author’s early years to examine Didion before all that.
http://www.vanityfair.com/culture/2016/02/joan-didion-writer-los-angeles 

Meet the 20 Tech Insiders Defining the 2016 Campaign by Michael Hainey. Wired, February 2016.
http://www.wired.com/2016/01/silicon-valley-influence-2016-election/ 

The Real Legacy of Steve Jobs by Sue Halpern.  The New York Review of Books, February 11, 2016.
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/2016/02/11/the-real-legacy-of-steve-jobs/ 

The Secret Lives of Tumblr Teens by Elspeth Reeve. The New Republic, February 17, 2016.
That feeling when you hit a million followers, make more money than your mom, push a diet pill scheme, lose your blog, and turn 16.
https://newrepublic.com/article/129002/secret-lives-tumblr-teens 

Silicon Valley Shaken as 19 Start-Ups See their Valuations Slashed by Maya Kosoff. Vanity Fair, February 29, 2016.
That sound you hear is the hot air leaking out of the tech bubble.
http://www.vanityfair.com/news/2016/02/silicon-valley-shaken-as-19-start-ups-see-their-valuations-slashed

Economy & Politics

10 Breakthrough Technologies 2016. MIT Technology Review, March/April 2016.
Which of today’s emerging technologies have a chance at solving a big problem and opening up new opportunities? Here are our picks. The 10 on this 
list all had an impressive milestone in the past year or are on the verge of one. These are technologies you need to know about right now.
https://www.technologyreview.com/lists/technologies/2016/

The Dangerous Election by Michael Tomasky. The News York Review of Books, February 25, 2016.
Everyone who has seriously worked in politics and journalism agrees that this has been the strangest and least predictable presidential 
campaign we’ve ever seen. This is largely because of Donald Trump’s angry elephantine presence. Though not solely: Bernie Sanders’s fund-
raising prowess and skill at campaigning have rattled all Democratic assumptions. And then comes an event like the death of Antonin Scalia, 
which will reverberate throughout the length of the campaign.
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/2016/03/24/the-dangerous-election/

The Feel-Good Female Solidarity Machine by Sheelah Kolhatkar. Bloomberg Businessweek, February 4, 2016.
Feminism is being branded and sold like never before. Who is it really helping? The first sign that one is at a women’s empowerment 
conference is that there are women on the stage at all—the all-male panel discussion remains an inescapable part of modern life. The second 
sign is the footwear. Picture a horizontal line of 4-inch stilettos, dangling at the eye level of the audience, as the women wearing them sit 
perched on stools.
http://www.bloomberg.com/features/2016-feel-good-female-solidarity-machine/

How Did This Happen? by Elizabeth Drew. The New York Review of Books, NYR Daily, March 9, 2016.
The first half of March 2016 may well go down as the turning point in this election and one of the most consequential periods in the history 
of nomination politics. It could presage the death of the traditional Republican Party and the birth of a third party. For the Democrats, it may 
show that the party’s split runs deeper than many have recognized. The events of these weeks may also finally establish that Donald Trump—
who won three of four states on Tuesday—is no passing phenomenon, though Republican elders are still plotting to stop him.
http://www.nybooks.com/daily/2016/03/09/trump-lead-how-did-this-happen/

2



‘Little Trumps Are in Every European Country’: European Commentators Analyze the Republican Frontrunner by Heather Horn. The 
Atlantic, March 3, 2016.
This side of the Atlantic, Donald Trump tends to be portrayed as something of a unique event. He’s broken every rule, slaughtered every 
sacred cow, and defied every political prediction: He’s stronger than ever. To explain him, many American commentators, particularly his 
critics, have suggested that the Republican presidential contender has latched onto some specific quirk in America’s national psyche, or 
identified an inherent weakness in the U.S. political system or failing on the part of its current political parties.
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2016/03/donald-trump-europe-election/472113/

Global Challenges

Food Scarcity Caused by Climate Change Could Cause 500,000 Deaths by 2050, Study Suggests by Chelsea Harvey. The 
Washington Post, March 2, 2016.
The effects of climate change on food production around the world could lead to more than 500,000 deaths by the year 2050, 
according to a grim new study.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2016/03/02/food-scarcity-caused-by-climate-change-could-
cause-500000-deaths-by-2050-study-suggests/ 

How Will Native Americans in the Southwest Adapt to Serious Impacts of Climate Change? by Sarah Zielinski. Smithsonian.
com, February 22, 2016.
A drying landscape and changing water regime are already affecting tribal lands.
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/how-will-native-americans-southwest-adapt-serious-impacts-climate-
change-180958172/ 

This Mind-Boggling Study Shows Just How Massive Sea Level Rise Really Is by Chris Mooney. The Washington Post, March 
10, 2016.
As our planet continues to warm, coastlines worldwide will retreat inland — in the long run, maybe by a lot.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2016/03/10/this-mindboggling-study-shows-just-how-
massive-sea-level-rise-really-is/ 

A Threat to Free Speech: The Online Abuse of Female Journalists by Dunja Mijatović. Georgetown Journal of International 
Affairs, February 29, 2016.
Digital media today allows for the fast flow of information and active public participation in sharing ideas, news, and insights. In 
today’s online world, journalists are increasingly exposed and available to their readers. 
http://journal.georgetown.edu/a-threat-to-free-speech-the-online-abuse-of-female-journalists/

A World Where Everyone Has a Robot: Why 2040 Could Blow Your Mind by Declan Butler. Nature, February 24, 2016.  
Technological change is accelerating today at an unprecedented speed and could create a world we can barely begin to imagine.
http://www.nature.com/news/a-world-where-everyone-has-a-robot-why-2040-could-blow-your-mind-1.19431 

International Relations

Barack Obama’s Revolution in Foreign Policy by Niall Ferguson. The Atlantic, March 13, 2016.
When you think you’re the smartest person in the room, it’s tempting to make up your own grand strategy. It is a criticism I have heard from 
more than one person who has worked with President Obama: that he regards himself as the smartest person in the room—any room.
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2016/03/obama-doctrine-revolution/473481/

How Finland Became Europe’s Bear Whisperer by Reid Standish. Foreign Policy, March 7, 2016.
Helsinki has figured out how to stand up to Russia without provoking Putin’s wrath. Its neighbors call that appeasement.
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/03/07/how-finland-became-europes-bear-whisperer-russia-putin/

How, Why, and When Russia Will Deploy Little Green Men – and Why the US Cannot by John R. Haines. Foreign Policy Research Institute 
E-Notes, March 2016.
Developments in Ukraine and the South China Sea signal an emerging gap in asymmetric warfare capabilities, according to a nearly year-
old warning from Admiral James A. Winnefeld:“Not only are our potential adversaries beginning to pace us in the things at which we have 
become adept, they’re doing so in asymmetric ways as well, whether it’s little green men in Ukraine or precious habitat being destroyed in the 
South China Sea to put new facts in the water, hybrid warfare is here to stay.”
http://www.fpri.org/article/2016/03/how-why-and-when-russia-will-deploy-little-green-men-and-why-the-us-cannot/

Russia Still Needs Arms Control by Heather Williams. Arms Control Today, January/February 2016.
These are dark days for strategic arms control. Events in Ukraine have brought US-Russian relations to a post-Cold War low point, and Russia 
increasingly relies on its nuclear arsenal for signaling and prestige. Yet, if Russia hopes to achieve its aim of being a great power or at least 
being perceived and treated as one, arms control is a status symbol and cost savings mechanism that it cannot afford to waste. 
https://www.armscontrol.org/ACT/2016_0102/Features/Russia-Still-Needs-Arms-Control

Where the 2016 Candidates Stand on National Security by Council on Foreign Relations, Defense One, March 1, 2016.
The Council on Foreign Relations drew on speeches, debates, and campaign websites, as well as open source media to compile where the 
candidates stand on Syria, Guantanamo, NSA surveillance and more.
http://www.defenseone.com/politics/2016/03/where-2016-candidates-stand-national-security/126174/?oref=d-channeltop
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Did You Know?

arc@usembassy.fi	ARC at Kaisa House
P.O.Box  53 (Fabianinkatu 30)
00014 University of Helsinki
Finland

Telephone: +358-50-448 5704

finland.usembassy.gov/arc.html

facebook.com/AmericanResourceCenter

twitter.com/ARCHelsinki

UpComing

“Spring Forward, Fall Back”

The United States began Daylight Saving Time (DST) on March 13th. 

Helsinki will be six hours ahead of Washington, D.C., between March 13 and 
March 27, 2016.

Keltaiset esseet -kirjan julkistus
keskiviikkona 20.4. klo 17:00
Kaisa-kirjaston auditorio 
(fabianinkatu 30, 7. krs)

Päivi Koivisto-Alanko: Lyhyesti Keltaisesta 
kirjastosta

Heta Pyrhönen: Keltaiset esseet -kirjan esittely

Hannasofia Hardwick: Elokuvan merkityksistä 
Paul Austerin Illuusioiden kirjassa

Vappu Kannas: Alice Munron teosten 
omaelämäkerrallisuudesta

Vesa Kyllönen: Don DeLillon Alamaailma 
ensyklopedisena kertomuksena

Tervetuloa!


