
Gulf Region
TRAVEL INFORMATION FOR
CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
United Arab Emirates, and Yemen are all exciting
countries with many interesting adventures to
experience.

We hope that by following the tips in this guide,
your trip will also be a safe one. 

Grand Mosque, Muscat, Oman

Kuwait Towers, Kuwait

Old Palace, Bahrain

Souq Waqif, Doha, Qatar

Crafts at the Janadriyah Festival, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Village, Yemen

Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque, Abu Dhabi, UAE



8�6��6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�&RXQWU\�6SHFLÀF�,QIRUPDWLRQ��&6,��

The CSI provides general information of interest to visitors in the region, including
entry and exit requirements, medical tips, and U.S. Embassy and Consulate
locations. It also provides details of the current security situation in each country,
including recent Travel Alerts and Warnings. U.S. citizens traveling outside of the
United States are subject to the laws and judicial system of the country in which
WKH\�DUH�WUDYHOLQJ��PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK�GLIIHU�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�IURP�8�6��ODZ�

The CSI can be found at http://www.travel.state.gov.

Dhow Boat, Doha, Qatar

http://www.travel.state.gov/content/travel/english.html


Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) 

Sign up to receive free Travel Alerts and Warnings.

Stay Informed. Stay Connected. Stay Safe. In a crisis situation, we want to provide
updated information to our citizens as soon as possible. No matter how short your
stay, please sign up for our Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) on our website
to receive updates and alerts during a crisis. You can enroll online at
www.travel.state.gov/step, or if you lack internet access, in person at the nearest
U.S. Embassy or Consulate. When you enroll in STEP, we can keep you up-to-date
with important safety and security announcements. Enrolling will also make it easier
for the Embassy to contact you in the event of an emergency.

Old Jeddah, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/go/step.html


Information for Hajj Travelers

If you are planning to go on Hajj or Umrah, there are a number of ways you can

prepare for your trip. 

All Hajj and Umrah travel plans must be made only through a Saudi

government-approved travel agent. Before you travel, make two copies of

your travel documents (such as U.S. passports and green cards), including the

pages stamped with Saudi visas; keep one at home and another in a

secure location during your trip. Always keep with you contact information for your

U.S. travel agent, their Saudi representatives, your travel group, your hotel, and the

U.S.Consulate General in Jeddah.

If you lose your passport during your pilgrimage, you should immediately report the

loss to your travel agent and obtain a report from the local police and the

DSSURSULDWH�8QLWHG�$JHQWV�2IÀFH��WKH�ORFDO�HQWLW\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�OLDLVLQJ�ZLWK�WKH
Saudi government on administrative issues. The U.S. Consulate General in Jeddah

can assist you in obtaining a replacement passport but not in resolving immigration

violations. Travelers should have their routine immunizations up-to-date and must

FDUU\�YDFFLQDWLRQ�FHUWLÀFDWHV�IRU�LQVSHFWLRQ�E\�6DXGL�DXWKRULWLHV�

For full details and suggestions on a safe and successful pilgrimage, please visit:

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/go/Hajj.html

Holy Mosque, Makkah, Saudi Arabia

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/go/Hajj.html


Visa Regulations (Work and Tourism)

Visa regulations and immigration laws vary by country. Travelers should familiarize
themselves with such laws before visiting or residing in the Gulf. Travelers who
RYHUVWD\�WKHLU�YLVDV�PD\�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�SD\�ODUJH�ÀQHV�DQG�RU�PD\�EH�VXEMHFW�WR
imprisonment before being permitted to depart. For the most up-to-date
information on entry and exit requirements, travelers should contact the embassy
RI�WKH�FRXQWU\�WKH\�LQWHQG�WR�YLVLW��&RXQWU\�VSHFLÀF�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�DOVR�DYDLODEOH�DW
KWWS���ZZZ�WUDYHO�VWDWH�JRY   

Employment in the Gulf countries requires the issuance of a work visa prior to arrival.
There are a wide variety of visas for those traveling to the Gulf for work purposes,
which depend largely on the employer’s request. In some cases, the visa may be
converted into an iqama (residency permit) upon arrival. In other cases, this will not
EH�SRVVLEOH�XQWLO�WKH�YLVD�FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�DPHQGHG��3URVSHFWLYH�HPSOR\HHV
VKRXOG�KDYH�D�FOHDU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKHLU�YLVD�FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�SULRU�WR�WUDYHOLQJ�WR
the region, as working without the proper authorization may result in immigration
penalties, including deportation or denial of admission.

In some Gulf countries, residents may need an exit visa to leave the country.
Exit visas are usually arranged by the sponsor.

Nizwa City, Ad Dakhiliyah Region, Oman

http://www.travel.state.gov/content/travel/english.html


Remain Aware of Security Risks

The Department of State alerts U.S. citizens to the continued potential for terrorist
attacks, particularly in the Middle East and North Africa, and possibly occurring in or
emanating from the Arabian Peninsula. U.S. citizens are strongly encouraged to
maintain a high level of vigilance, be aware of local events, and take the
appropriate steps to bolster their personal security. 

<RX�FDQ�ÀQG�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�7UDYHO�$OHUWV�DQG�:DUQLQJV�E\�YLHZLQJ�WKH�&RXQWU\
6SHFLÀF�,QIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�FRXQWU\�\RX�DUH�YLVLWLQJ�DW�http://www.travel.state.gov.
The Department of State urges U.S. citizens living overseas or planning to travel
abroad to enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) at
http://www.travel.state.gov/step��:KHQ�\RX�HQUROO�LQ�67(3��ZH�FDQ�NHHS�\RX
up-to-date with important safety and security announcements. Enrolling will also
make it easier for the Embassy to contact you in the event of an emergency. 

Desert, Saudi Arabia

http://www.travel.state.gov/content/travel/english.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/go/step.html


Special Notice for Travelers to Yemen

The Government of Yemen is currently trying to build a new democracy while

simultaneously struggling against the terrorist and anti-western group, al-Qa’ida.

In addition, the country is facing multiple challenges from former regime elements,

southern secessionists, Houthi rebels, and tribal adversaries. Sectarian violence is

IUHTXHQW��LQFOXGLQJ�ERPELQJV��DVVDVVLQDWLRQV�RI�<HPHQL�JRYHUQPHQW�RIÀFLDOV��DQG
kidnapping of Westerners. 

The U.S. Department of State warns U.S. citizens of the high security threat level in

Yemen due to terrorist activities and civil unrest. The Department urges U.S. citizens

to defer travel to Yemen and those U.S. citizens currently living in Yemen to depart.

U.S. citizens in Yemen remain vulnerable to kidnappings and terrorist attacks,

especially when in transit to and from residences or workplaces. U.S. citizens should

exercise caution and take prudent security measures in all areas, especially those

frequented by Westerners. All U.S. citizens are reminded to vary their routes and

WLPHV�IRU�DOO�WUDYHO��PDLQWDLQ�D�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�YLJLODQFH��NHHS�D�ORZ�SURÀOH��ORFN�FDU
windows and doors, carry a cell phone at all times, and report suspicious incidents

to the Embassy. 

7KH�8�6��(PEDVV\�LQ�6DQD·D�UHPDLQV�D�UHVWULFWHG�VWDIÀQJ�SRVW��8�6��JRYHUQPHQW
employees are severely restricted in their movements within Sana’a and cannot

travel outside of the city. Therefore, our ability to assist U.S. citizens in an emergency

and provide routine consular services remains limited.



Traveling with the Military

U.S. military personnel stationed in or visiting the Middle East should seek guidance
IURP�WKHLU�FRPPDQGLQJ�RIÀFHU�UHJDUGLQJ�WKHLU�GHVWLQDWLRQ�FRXQWULHV·�LPPLJUDWLRQ
and visa regulations.  U.S. military personnel should also consult the Department of
'HIHQVH·V�(OHFWURQLF�)RUHLJQ�&OHDUDQFH�*XLGH��()&*��IRU�SURFHGXUHV�WR�IROORZ�WR
UHFHLYH�FRXQWU\�FOHDUDQFH�IRU�DOO�OHDYH�DQG�RIÀFLDO�WUDYHO���7KH�()&*�FDQ�EH�IRXQG
at KWWSV���ZZZ�IFJ�SHQWDJRQ�PLO�IFJ�FIP��7KRVH�SODQQLQJ�IRU�UHJLRQDO�WUDYHO�RQ
RIÀFLDO�SDVVSRUWV�VKRXOG�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKHLU�EDVH·V�,PPLJUDWLRQ�2IÀFH�RU�GHVLJQDWHG
RIÀFLDO�RQ�YLVD�UHTXLUHPHQWV��3OHDVH�DOORZ�DPSOH�WLPH�ZKHQ�DSSO\LQJ�IRU�WKH
appropriate visas.

0LOLWDU\�DSSO\LQJ�IRU�D�QR�IHH�SDVVSRUW�ERRN�PXVW�FRQWDFW�WKHLU�0LOLWDU\�7UDYHO�2IÀFH
DW�WKHLU�KRPH�LQVWDOODWLRQ��3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�WKH�QHDUHVW�8�6�(PEDVV\�RU�8�6�&RQVXODWH
IRU�DQ�DSSRLQWPHQW�WR�DSSO\�IRU�D�UHJXODU�SDVVSRUW�ERRN���

7KH�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�URXWLQHO\�LQIRUPV�WKH�SXEOLF�RI�FRQGLWLRQV�DEURDG�WKDW�PD\
DIIHFW�WKHLU�VDIHW\�DQG�VHFXULW\��&RXQWU\�6SHFLÀF�,QIRUPDWLRQ��7UDYHO�$OHUWV�DQG
7UDYHO�:DUQLQJV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DW�KWWS���ZZZ�WUDYHO�VWDWH�JRY.

3ULYDWH�8�6��FLWL]HQV�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�UHJLRQDO�8�6��PLOLWDU\�RSHUDWLRQV�PD\�QRW
EH�FRYHUHG�XQGHU�WKH�GHIHQVH�FRRSHUDWLRQ�RU�VWDWXV�RI�IRUFHV�DJUHHPHQWV�DQG�DV
D�UHVXOW�PD\�QRW�EH�DIIRUGHG�WKH�VDPH�SULYLOHJHV�DQG�SURWHFWLRQV�DV�8�6��VHUYLFH
PHPEHUV�DQG�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�'HIHQVH�FLYLOLDQV���3OHDVH�FRQÀUP�\RXU�VWDWXV�ZLWK�\RXU
employer and/or sponsoring Department of Defense entity. 

Souq Waqif, Doha, Qatar

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/go/step.html
https://www.fcg.pentagon.mil/fcg.cfm


Respect Local Laws and Customs

While you are traveling in the Gulf region, you are subject to host country laws.
Foreign laws and legal systems can be vastly different than our own. If you break
local laws, your U.S. passport will not help you avoid arrest or prosecution. It is very
important to know what is legal and what is not wherever you go. 

Islamic ideals provide an important foundation for customs, laws, and practices in
all countries in the Gulf region. Religion and religious practice can be quite sensitive
issues. Therefore, discussing religious issues, or answering questions about a religion,
should be treated with care and sensitivity. Foreign visitors are expected to remain
sensitive to Islamic beliefs and practices. They should bear in mind that local
expectations for appropriate attire may be more conservative than in the U.S.

For more detailed information on customs, laws, and regulations in Gulf countries
\RX�ZLOO�EH�YLVLWLQJ��YLVLW�WKH�&RXQWU\�6SHFLÀF�,QIRUPDWLRQ�RQ
http://www.travel.state.gov/

Corniche, Doha, Qatar

http://www.travel.state.gov/content/travel/english.html


What ACS Can and Can’t Do

What American Citizen Services Can Do:
��5HQHZ�SDVVSRUWV�DQG�LVVXH�UHSODFHPHQW�SDVVSRUWV�LQ�HPHUJHQF\�VLWXDWLRQV
��5HJLVWHU�WKH�ELUWK�RI�DQ�$PHULFDQ�FLWL]HQ�ERUQ�DEURDG
��1RWDUL]H�GRFXPHQWV�IRU�XVH�LQ�WKH�8�6�
��3URYLGH�DVVLVWDQFH�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LI�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�YLFWLP�RI�D�FULPH�RU
���KDYH�EHFRPH�LOO
��3URYLGH�FRQWDFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�ORFDO�DWWRUQH\V��GRFWRUV��DQG�RWKHU�UHVRXUFHV
��9LVLW�\RX�DV�VRRQ�DV�SRVVLEOH�LI�\RX�DUH�DUUHVWHG
��2IIHU�VXSSRUW�LQ�YDULRXV�FDVHV�LQYROYLQJ�$PHULFDQ�FLWL]HQV��LQFOXGLQJ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO
���FKLOG�DEGXFWLRQ��GHDWK��RU�PLVVLQJ�SHUVRQV
��&RQWDFW�IULHQGV�RU�IDPLO\�IRU�\RX��LI�UHTXHVWHG
��$UUDQJH�ORDQV�IRU�\RXU�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�8�6���LQ�VHULRXV�HPHUJHQFLHV
��$VVLVW�FLWL]HQV�GXULQJ�LQFLGHQWV�RI�WHUURULVP��FLYLO�XQUHVW��RU�QDWXUDO�GLVDVWHUV
��$FW�DV�OLDLVRQ�IRU�)HGHUDO�%HQHÀWV��VXFK�DV�6RFLDO�6HFXULW\�RU�9HWHUDQV�EHQHÀWV
��6XSSO\�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�IRUPV�UHJDUGLQJ�WD[HV�DQG�YRWLQJ

What American Citizen Services Can’t Do:
��*HW�\RX�RXW�RI�MDLO�RU�SUHYHQW�\RXU�GHSRUWDWLRQ
��3URYLGH�SHUVRQDO�VHFXULW\
��*LYH�OHJDO�DGYLFH
��5HFRPPHQG�D�VSHFLÀF�VHUYLFH�SURYLGHU
��,QWHUYHQH�LQ�SHUVRQDO�RU�FRPPHUFLDO�GLVSXWHV
��2EWDLQ�EHWWHU�PHGLFDO�WUHDWPHQW�IRU�\RX�WKDQ�WKDW�DYDLODEOH�WR�ORFDOV
��0DNH�WUDYHO�DUUDQJHPHQWV�IRU�\RX
��3D\�SHUVRQDO�GHEWV
��&HUWLI\�8�6��LVVXHG�YLWDO�UHFRUGV��FRXUW�GRFXPHQWV��RU�DFDGHPLF�FUHGHQWLDOV
��)DFLOLWDWH�WKH�LVVXDQFH�RI�\RXU�YLVD�RU�DFW�DV�\RXU�VSRQVRU
��,VVXH�RU�FHUWLI\�8�6��LVVXHG�SROLFH�FOHDUDQFHV
��3HUIRUP�PDUULDJH�FHUHPRQLHV

Desert Road, near Wakra, Qatar



American Citizen Services Around the Region

If you are an U.S. citizen and need assistance while traveling in
the region, please contact us:

Bahrain

Embassy Manama:    +973-1724-2700
        http://bahrain.usembassy.gov
        ManamaConsular@state.gov

Kuwait

Embassy Kuwait City:    +965-2259-1001
        http://kuwait.usembassy.gov
        KuwaitACS@state.gov

Oman

Embassy Muscat:    +968-2464-3400
        http://oman.usembassy.gov
        ConsularMuscat@state.gov
 
Qatar

Embassy Doha:     +974-4496-6000
        http://qatar.usembassy.gov
        ACSConsularDoha@state.gov 

Saudi Arabia

Embassy Riyadh:     +966-011-488-3800
        http://riyadh.usembassy.gov 
        RiyadhACS@state.gov

Consulate General Dhahran:  +966-013-330-3200
        http://dhahran.usconsulate.gov
        DhahranACS@state.gov

Consulate General Jeddah:  +966-012-667-0080
        http://jeddah.usconsulate.gov 
        JeddahACS@state.gov

United Arab Emirates

Embassy Abu Dhabi:    +971-2-414-2200
        http://abudhabi.usembassy.gov
        AbudhabiACS@state.gov 

Consulate General Dubai:  +971-4-309-4000
        http://dubai.usconsulate.gov 
        DubaiACS@state.gov 
Yemen

Embassy Sana’a:    +967-1-755-2170
        http://yemen.usembassy.gov 
        SanaaACS@state.gov

http://bahrain.usembassy.gov
http://kuwait.usembassy.gov
http://oman.usembassy.gov
http://qatar.usembassy.gov
http://riyadh.usembassy.gov
http://dhahran.usconsulate.gov
http://jeddah.usconsulate.gov
http://abudhabi.usembassy.gov
http://dubai.usconsulate.gov
http://yemen.usembassy.gov


Regional Map with Consular Districts 

The map below indicates the locations of our Embassies and Consulates in the

region. Information provided is correct at the time of publication and attempts to

give an idea of issues and concerns for U.S. citizens living and traveling in the

region. This is not an exhaustive list of potential concerns. More information is

available—and regularly updated—on the Embassy and Consulate websites,

as well as at http://www.travel.state.gov. 
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http://www.travel.state.gov/content/travel/english.html



