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Filing Taxes Overseas

Just as we remember to write “2016” in our checkbooks, yet another annual
deadline is on the horizon. That’s right: Tax Day is less than three months away.

Even if you’ve earned income outside of the
United States, you’re still required to file tax
returns. The good news is that many U.S.
citizens living or working overseas may be
entitled to a range of deductions, exclusions,
and tax credits.

There are a few things to keep in mind. First,
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many taxpayers abroad can use e-file to do

their taxes. Another perk: Overseas residents are eligible for an automatic two-
month extension for filing taxes until June 15. But don’t forget that if you owe
taxes, you still have to pay any taxes by April 15. If you don’t, you’ll be required
to pay interest from the regular due date to when you file. Finally, don’t forget
that you have to report foreign bank and financial accounts if the accounts had
assets of more than $10,000 during the year.

Check out the IRS website for special information on filing taxes from abroad.
You can also stop by the embassy to pick up the necessary tax forms.

Tips for Staying Safe

The terrorist attack in Ouagadougou on January 15 was a stark reminder of the
terrorist threat in Burkina Faso. Here are some tips for providing a viable
deterrence with sound personal security practices:
e Be unpredictable: Don’t have a set day for shopping and errands.
e Be street smart: When driving, leave enough space between you and
the vehicle in front of you to maneuver in the event of an emergency.
Pay particular attention when approaching choke points, which area
areas with limited exits or restricted traffic flows.
e Be alert: Remain alert to what is going on around you. Take note of
anything that seems out of the ordinary.
e Be low-profile: Avoid doing anything that draws attention to you or
your family.
e Be information-smart: Avoid giving out personal information—such as
names of family members, addresses, and phone numbers—in public.

Email: consularouaga@state.gov Phone: (226) 25-49-53-00

Facebook: U.S. Embassy Ouaga

Provided Services

The Consular Section provides the following
routine services for U.S. citizens in Burkina
Faso:
Passport application and renewal
Notarial services
Consular Reports of Birth Abroad
Consular Reports of Death Abroad

To schedule a non-emergency service, contact
the Consular Section to schedule an
appointment.

Hours

Consular Section
Monday to Thursday, 7:30 am to 5:00 pm
Friday, 7:30 am to 12:30 pm

Non-Emergency Citizen Services
Monday and Thursday, 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm,
by appointment

Embassy Ouagadougou is closed during U.S.
and Burkina Faso holidays.

Upcoming Dates

February 11 to 13: In-Out Dance Festival,
Bobo-Dioulasso

February 15: Presidents’ Day (U.S.)
February 26 to March 6: International Arts
and Mask Festival (FESTIMA), Dédougou
March 8: International Women’s Day
(Burkina Faso)

March 28: Easter Monday (Burkina Faso)
May 2: International Labor Day (Burkina
Faso)

Twitter: @usembassyouaga


https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/U.S.-Citizens-and-Resident-Aliens-Abroad

