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Hurricane Cycle Diagram
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CATEGORY 1:
Hurricanes in The Baham_as
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CATEGORY 2
Hurricanes in The Bahamas:

Hurricane Frances — Sept 2004 - several islands)
Hurricane Floyd — (Sept 1999 - Freeport)
Hurrlcane George(Sept 1998 - several i
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CATEGORY 3

Hurricanes In The Bahamas:
HurricaneWiIma — 2004
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CATEGORY 4

Hurricanes in The Bahamas

Hurricane Andrew (Cat 4-5)— Augusnt 1992
Hurricane Betsy Sept 1965 S
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CATEGORY 5
Hurricanes in The Bahamas

MAJOR HURRICANE
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Hurricane Table for The Bahamas

Islands Impacted by Hurricanes

I Berry Cat | Crooke Grand Long fMayag| New Ragged | Rum b
Hurricanes jMonth - Year Days Category | Abaco ] Acklins f Andros] TIs. QBiminij TIs. dTIs. [ Eleuthera | ExumajBahamal Inagua] Is. uana J Providence Is. Cay || Sal
Donna  §Sept. - 1960 7.8,9 4 * # * d *
Flora Oct. - 1963 8,9 1 * * * * *
Cleo Aug. - 1964 26,27 2 * = *
Isbell Oct. - 1964 14 3 *
Betsy Sept. - 1965 6,7,8 3-4 * *
Inez Oct. - 1966 2,3.4 2 *
David [Aug. / Sept. - 1 31,123 Z - - - -
Kate  ENov. - 1985 17,18,19 2 * * * * * *
Emily Sept. - 1987 22,23,24 2 ® *
Floyd Oct. - 1987 12,13 1 » * * *
Andrew JAug. - 1992 23,24 4 * * * * *
Erin Jul. / Aug. - 19 31/1 1-2 - * * *
Bertha JJul. - 1996 9,10 2 * 2 * =
Lili Oct. - 1996 18,19 1-2 * * * *
Georges Sept. - 1998 23,24.25 1-2 - - *
Dennis  JAug. - 1999 24,25,26,27,28 1 -
Floyd Sept. - 1999 13,14,15 2 * 2 * 2
Michelle FNov. - 2001 4,6 1 * = *
Frances QSept. - 2004 122 1-3 - * - - -
Jeanne [Sept. - 2004 17,18,25 2 - -
Katrina JAug - 2005 26 1 " ®
Wilma JOct - 2005 24 3 * * * - * *
Hanna [Sept. - 2008 1 1 * -
ke Sept. - 2008 1-5 *
Total: 24 10 3 8 5 8 5 3 6 1 8 B8 2 6 5 4 1




Hurricane Warning System in. The Bahamas
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How To Prepare?

Recent global events such as evacuations from Egypt, Libya and Jap‘ain all
demonstrate the importance of being prepared. Preparmg ahead is mvaluable should a
Crisis or emergency occur. _ ‘Cu”_":-q N
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The key to surviving a disaster is effective preparation.  The Embassy can assist Americans overseas with disaster preparedness, but it is important to remember that each person must take responsibility for his/her own preparations.  The U.S. Embassy maintains a Hurricane Action Plan – How to prepare our buildings and Mission in the event of a storm, and in what circumstances we should consider evacuation.  We strongly advise members of the American expatriate community to do the same.  
If a storm approaches, we will provide Americans with advisories and other useful information; after a storm has passed, we will attempt to locate and verify the welfare of those Americans who may have been affected.  We can only do this if we know you are here.  This is why it is so important for Americans in The Bahamas and Turks and Caicos islands to register with the Embassy – Enroll in the Safe Traveler Enrollment Program.  It is equally important to keep this information up-to-date.  If we don’t know how to contact you or that you are here, there won’t be much we can do to help you.  In the lead-up to a storm – and afterwards, provided it is still possible – we will send emails and/or text messages to all registered Americans, and we will regularly post new information on our website.  Please monitor our website.
Communication is vulnerable to hurricanes, especially between islands.  We are always looking for ways to ensure communication with Americans throughout the archipelago if normal telephone and internet communications fail and cell phone towers are destroyed.  Not everyone has HAM radio or satellite phones.  If you do, please let us know!  Monitor commercial radio – If everything else is down, we plan to put announcements on the commercial airwaves.  
The Warden System is another means of emergency communication.  Americans resident here volunteer to serve as Wardens, assisting us communicate with the American expatriate community when normal communications fail.  We try to assign at least one – and hopefully more than one – Warden in each population center.  Do you know who is the Warden in your area?  Would you like to BE a Warden?



Preparation Diagram

e3

Warning

* Register with

Embassy (SM
Enrollment)
Maintain valid
passports
Keep importan
docs -- birth a
marriage recor
vaccination,
insurance and
bank records i
one readily
accessible
location;

Plan if —and w
—you would
evacuate? Do
anyone in your
family need a
Organize
emergency
supplies.

Decide if you
evacuate or m
a shelter — Pur
airline tickets |
needed.
Maintain
communicatio
with family — |
know your pla
Finalize your
preparations.
your home; to
your water an
tanks.

Gather your
emergency su
for a shelter, o
for aflighttot
mainland.

e ;-—ll_!r' op i
e L

« Movetoy

shelter or
to the mai
well befor
storm hit
Provide a
itinerary

contact in
with a frie
family me



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Department of State encourages all American citizens residing abroad to register their presence and obtain up-to-date information on security conditions at the nearest American Embassy or Consulate through the State Department's travel registration website. Registration will make your presence and whereabouts known in case it is necessary to contact you in an emergency and enable you to receive up-to-date information on security conditions. Create an account and you'll be able to return to the registration web site at any time to update your permanent residence and contact information. In accordance with the Privacy Act, information on your welfare or whereabouts may not be released to inquirers without your expressed written authorizations.
Review your travel documents at the start of Hurricane Season.  How long are they valid?  Remember, children’s passport have a shorter validity than adults.
If you were to evacuate, would any of your family members need visas?  Remember, the U.S. Embassy would likely cancel all visa services if a storm approaches, and the US pre-clearance facilities would shut down.
The National Hurricane Center and FEMA both provide excellent checklists of emergency actions and supplies.  We have links to those lists on our websites.


What the U.S. Embassy
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Embassy emphasizes preparation.  When a storm threatens, we generally err on the side of caution and recommend Americans evacuate – either to a properly designated shelter or to the mainland.
The Embassy cannot provide any transportation assistance when commercial transportation remains available.  If all commercial flights are full, the Embassy would likely intercede with airlines to add flights.  It is possible the Embassy would arrange a charter flight to evacuate interested persons.  However, it is important that potential evacuaees would have to purchase tickets from the commercial airlines.  It is highly unlikely that the US government would be able to provide government evacuation in advance of a storm since the time-windows are often too short.  Remember – the airports will close when the wind gusts (note – gusts, not sustained winds) reach a measly 40 mph.  This is usually many hours or even days before a hurricane actually strikes.  US government aircraft will not operate evacuate flights in dangerous conditions.  If you plan to evacuate, do so well in advance.  Otherwise, make appropriate preparations to ride out the storm in a safe, secure location.
It is also important to note that normal Embassy operations will cease before, during and after a storm.  Embassy personnel will likely either evacuate or move to a shelter.  Embassy personnel will not be allowed to return until the all clear has been given.  


Post Crisis
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Embassy’s primary role after a disaster is to locate and assist Americans in the disaster zone.  The level of assistance will depend on actual circumstances.  Urgent cases – such as injuries or death – will have the highest priority.
We will also assist destitute Americans with returning to the United States or obtaining money from family/friends.  It is important to note that the US government does not give money to Americans overseas for repair or rebuilding of their homes.  The US generally provides assistance to local assistance organizations (such as NEMA or the Red Cross), so that those organizations may provide help to the most needy, regardless of citizenship.
I wish to make special mention of the privacy act – we cannot provide much information to a third party about a particular American citizen without that American’s consent.  As part of your registration process, you can give us that consent.  If one of your relatives were to frantically call us to ask if you were okay…and we knew you were…would you like us to be able to say so?  


Useful Links for Crisis Preparedness

General Information: Travel.State.gov -- htip://travel.State.qov
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Disaster Help:


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Embassy’s primary role after a disaster is to locate and assist Americans in the disaster zone.  The level of assistance will depend on actual circumstances.  Urgent cases – such as injuries or death – will have the highest priority.
We will also assist destitute Americans with returning to the United States or obtaining money from family/friends.  It is important to note that the US government does not give money to Americans overseas for repair or rebuilding of their homes.  The US generally provides assistance to local assistance organizations (such as NEMA or the Red Cross), so that those organizations may provide help to the most needy, regardless of citizenship.
I wish to make special mention of the privacy act – we cannot provide much information to a third party about a particular American citizen without that American’s consent.  As part of your registration process, you can give us that consent.  If one of your relatives were to frantically call us to ask if you were okay…and we knew you were…would you like us to be able to say so?  
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