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The Fulbright Program
was proposed to the U.S.
Congress in 1945 by
Senator J. William Ful-
bright. The Program was
signed into law by Presi-
dent Truman in 1946
and is now active in over
150 countries worldwide.
The Fulbright Program in
Vietham began in 1992,
with the establishment of
the Vietnamese Student
Program. The Program
now has the following

components:
e Vietnamese Scholar
Program

Vietnamese Student
Program

U.S. Scholar Program

U.S. Student Program

U.S. Senior Specialist Pro-
gram

e English Teaching Assis-
tantship Program (ETA)

e Fulbright Economics
Teaching Program in Ho
Chi Minh City

Each year, 25-30 Vietnam-
ese citizens are granted
scholarships to pursue a
Master’s degree or post-
doctoral research/lecturing
in the U.S. Likewise, 20-25
Americans receive grants to
lecture or pursue research
in Vietham.
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[goc Khanh
Ba Dinh, Hanoi, Vietnam

From the Director
Dear friends:

Greetings from the Fulbright
Office!

| hope everyone is having an
enjoyable holiday season. This
seems like the right time to
reflect on the year that is end-
ing and to think about the year
to come. This past year has
certainly been eventful for the
Fulbright Program in Vietnam.

This fall, as the new academic
year began , we said goodbye
to the Vietnamese scholars and
students who departed for the
U.S. to pursue their research
projects and master's study
programs at different institu-
tions. You can find a complete
list of grantees with their fields
of study and host institutions
on pages 5 and 9.

We also welcomed their Ameri-
can counterparts to Vietnam.
The American grantees will be
here from one semester to one

academic year to lecture and
do research at diverse host
institutions in Vietnam.

One of the most remarkable
events was the embarkation
of the English Teaching Assis-
tants (ETAs) on their one-
month in-country orientation
this past August. This is the
second year that we have
welcomed ETAs to Vietnam.
The ETAs received intensive
training in Viethamese and
English teaching methodology.
Our ETAs are well-received
and highly appreciated by the
faculty members and students
at their host institutions.

In this issue, we feature our
current Fulbright grantees,
both American and Vietnam-
ese, who share their stories
about life and study in Viet-
nam and in the U.S. We also
recommend you to visit the
web pages developed by our
Fulbright alumni to access the

academic resources. We hope
you will find the information
useful.

From now till the end of the
year 2009, the Fulbright Pro-
gram in Vietnam will hold a lot
of exciting events for Fulbright
Viethamese Alumni. Two big
alumni  gatherings will be
hosted in HCMC and Hanoi on
December 4 and 15. | encour-
age our Fulbright Alumni to
participate in these events as
this is an important step to
setting up a strong Fulbright
Alumni network.

Best regards,

Dr. Tran Xuan Thao
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Pre-departure Orientation for Viethamese
Scholars & Students

Pre-departure Orientations were held for
Vietnamese scholars and students to help
them prepare for their journey and experi-
ences in the U.S. Among this year’s grant-
ees are senior lecturers, researchers, key
administrators in higher education in Viet-
nam, and mid-career professionals from
governmental  agencies,  universities,
NGOs, and the private sector. They have
been placed at top-rated American institu-
tions where they will conduct their re-
search projects or pursue master’s study
programs.

Fall Orientation for Newly Arrived U.S.
Grantees

Fulbright Program organized the annual
Fall Orientation for ten newly arrived Ameri-
can professors and researchers AY 2009-
10. Embassy officers briefed the group on
political, economic, security and health
issues. Alumni from previous years shared
their experiences on cultural adaptation
and life and work in Vietnam.

In-country Orientation for English Teaching
Assistants

The Fulbright Program organized a four-
week Orientation for the ten new English
Teaching Assistants AY 2009-2010. The
Orientation started on August 3 at the Pub-
lic Affairs Section_with briefings from the
Embassy officers and a reception by the
Ambassador. During the four weeks, out-
side lecturers delivered lectures on Viet-
namese history, geography, culture and

Welcome Ms. Vu Diu to the Fulbright Program!

Ms. Vu Thi Diu is the newest staff member of the Fulbright Pro-

gram in Vietnam. Diu_started her current position at the Public
Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy in Hanoi in February 2009. In
her portfolio as a program assistant, Ms. Diu is in charge of non-
traditional components of the Fulbright Program, including the
English Teaching Assistantship Program, the Senior Specialist !
Program, the Scholar-in-Residence Program and the New Century |§&

Scholar Program.

After completing her B.A. in Teaching English at the Foreign Lan-

guage at College of Foreign Languages, Vietnam National Univer-

sity-Hanoi in June 2002, Diu worked for TOEIC Vietnam. After one year, she moved to
Language Link Vietnam where she worked for nearly six years. When asked why she
chose Fulbright Vietnam, Diu said “I desired a more professional and challenging
environment where | could learn much more and be effective in my work. | found the
working with the Fulbright Program to be an ideal position for me to achieve my

dreams.”

Diu is very keen on education and values teamwork. People who have been working

with her describe her as a “nice, thoughtful and responsible person”. With her enthu-
siasm and ability, Diu will surely make significant contributions to the Fulbright com-

munity. Diu can be reached at (84-4) 3850-5100 or by email at vudt@state.gov.

De-briefing Session

On October 15, the Fulbright
Program in Vietham co-
organized an Academic Session
on the theme “Life and Work
Experience of Vietnamese Ful-
bright Scholar Grantees in the
U.S. - Opportunities and Chal-
lenges” with Hoa Sen University

The main purpose of the ses-
sion was to provide Viethamese
scholars with an opportunity to
share and discuss their aca-
demic and cultural experiences

A welcome remark by leader of Hoa Sen University

and U.S. colleagues to meet each other, and it is
also very valuable for Vietnamese and American
students and scholars to be acquainted. Further,
while the specific results of the research are impor-
tant and should be shared back, discussing the
challenges and opportunities that researchers en-
counter while abroad is very helpful, and can help
the Fulbright program anticipate some of the situa-
tions that researchers may face in the future. ”

under a Fulbright grant in the
U.S. with their interested peers
and colleagues, some of whom
may be potential candidates for
the Fulbright Program.

language.

Training workshop on Public Opinion Re-
search by Fulbright specialist

Fulbright Senior Specialist, Professor Mi-
chael Traugott, conducted a Training Work-
shop on Public Opinion Research at the
Institute of Public Opinion Research (IPOR).
More details on Page 6.

Following this event, a partici-
pant in the conference wrote:
“It is invaluable for Viethnamese

ELT Workshop and English Contest at Vinh
University

The Fulbright Program cooperated with
Vinh University to organize and sponsor an
English Language Training (ELT) Workshop
for 65 participants from Vinh, Hong Duc,
Hai Phong and Hung Vuong Universities. An
English contest was also organized for 20
contestants from participating universities
to compete and demonstrate their English
competency.

Scholar Pham Thi Ly shares her experience

Participants at the session
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Assistanis

The second batch of ten English Teaching Assistants arrived in Vietnam late July 2009. After a four-week orientation in Hanoi, the
Fulbright Program sent them out to different universities and colleges throughout the country, where they are expected to support
English teaching and learning for teachers and students, become a part of the college community, promote intercultural friendship

and understanding, and inspire English learning movements.
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Thank you Fulbright for sending us an ETA!
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We would like to thank the Fulbright Program in Viet

Mr. Nelson is working as a teaching assistant for Pub
speaking skills. In addition, he is participating in some

ule. He showed his diligence and fast learning of Vietnamese.” (From Binh Duong University)

“We are much honored to be one of the host institutions to the English Teaching Assistants this year.

nam for sending Mr. Mark Nelson to work as an English Teaching

Assistant at Binh Duong University. For the past several weeks, Mr. Nelson has made a strong impression on students and
Sfaculty members of our university. Everyone here would like to have chance to practice their English as well as to introduce
Vietnam and their [ifestyles to him. Mr. Nelson played guitar, sang and played the harmonica on the occasion of Binh
Duong University’s Vietnamese Student Association’s Anniversary, which was very impressive and made the university be
proud of. In October, Mr. Nelson will be introducing on American’s study eI [ife to all new students AY 2009-2010.

lic Speaking with focus on pronunciation, expression, listening and
extracurricular activities organized as per students’ studying sched-

)
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USs graniees o Vietngm

Dr. llene W. Crawford
Fulbright Senior Visiting U.S. scholar

Major: American Studies

Host: HCMC University of Education

Dr. Mark W. Schmeeckle
Fulbright Senior Visiting U.S. scholar

Major: Environmental Sciences

Host: Hanoi Water Resources University

Ms. Valerie D. Dao
Fulbright Visiting U.S. student

Major: Education

Host: HCMC University of Education

Born and raised in Orange County, Valerie attended the Uni-
versity of California, Irvine where she discovered her passion
for educational development and her desire to engage in

global citizenship.

Dr. Catherine Nye
Fulbright Senior Visiting U.S. scholar

Major: Social Work

Host: VNU - Hanoi, College of Education

Dr. Frances L. Hoffmann
Fulbright Senior Visiting U.S. scholar

Major: Sociology

Host: VNU- HCMC, Center for Educational
Testing and Quality Assessment

Mr. Don Kim Pham
Fulbright Visiting U.S. student

Major: International Relations

Host: VNU- HCMC, College of Social Sciences &
Humanities

Don Phan graduated from Yale University with a degree in po-
litical science and earned a master's degree in Southeast Asian
Studies from the National University of Singapore as a Rotary
Ambassadorial Scholar.

Ms. Christine Nguyen
Fulbright Visiting U.S. student

Major: Public Health

Host: Pham Ngoc Thach Medical University
in HCMC

“When | was eight years old | encountered a handicapped girl
wandering the streets in HCMC begging me for change, but
all | could do was stare with sympathy. Now twenty two years
old, I still look back at that handicapped girl, but this time |
can work to give her the change she was begging for.”

Mr. Oliver H. Meeker
Fulbright Visiting U.S. student

Maijor: Sociology

Host: VNU- HCMC, College of Social Sciences &
Humanities

Coming to Vietnam as a Fulbright grantee | realized that re-
searching my topic would lead me to many other opportunities
in building cultural bridges between the U.S. and Vietnam.

Mr. Matthew G. Schwarz
Fulbright Visiting U.S. student

Major: Political Science

Host: VNU - Hanoi, College of Economics

Matthew Schwarz researches the ways in which multina-
tional corporations influence the Vietnamese legal system,
paying specific attention to laws regarding business, invest-
ment, and international trade.

Mr. Bretton Dimick
Fulbright Visiting U.S. student

Major: Musicology

Host: Vietnam Institute of Culture and Arts
Studies

- Ms. Martha L. Lincoln
Fulbright Visiting U.S. student

>

| Major: Anthropology
Host: Hanoi School of Public Health

Martha Lincoln is a Doctoral Candidate in Cultural Anthropol-
ogy at CUNY Graduate Center. She has published on human
rights, public health, public space, and violence in American
Anthropologist, Daedalus, Dialectical Anthropology, Dis-
course: A Journal for Theoretical Studies in Media and Cul-
ture, and Socialism and Democracy, as well as the online
journals Anthropology Now and Corporations and Health.
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qietnamese scholars to the u.s

Major Project Titl Current Home Institution in VN Host Institution in
discipline oject Titie Position ome Institution | the U.S.

1 Dr. Hoang Vinh Hung Urban
Planning

2 Dr. Vu Xuan Quang Economics

3 Dr. Vu Thi Kieu Dung Sociology

4 Dr. Le Quoc Hoi Economics

5 Dr. Ngo Hoang Oanh Law

6 Dr. Cu Chi Loi Economics

7 Ms. Dao Van Vy Education

8 Mr. Nguyen Quy Binh Law

Vulnerability and Adaptation Lecturer
Assessment for Building

Resilient Urban Communities in
Vietnam's Cities

Promoting Social Entrepreneur- Director
ship: Foundations, the U.S. Ex-

perience, and

Recommendations to Vietham

Interracial Marriage and Research
Women's Health in the United  fellow
States

The Linkages between Eco- Deputy Chief

nomic Growth, Poverty and Editor &
Inequality in Vietnam Lecturer

Typical Legal Education in the |Head
United States and Applicable

Lesson for Vietnam Judicial and
Education Reform

U.S.A. Market and the Director
Expansion of Private Sector in
Vietnam

School-based Management as |Researcher
Means for Curriculum Reforms:

Teacher Empowerment

Perspectives

Harmonization of Law for Eco- Director
nomic Development in Vietham

& Impacts of the Vietnam-

United States Bilateral Trade

Agreement Toward This Process

Hanoi Architecture University of
University California, Berkeley

MBA and International Pro- Seattle University
gram, Hanoi School of Busi-

ness
Singapore National University of
University Washington

Journal of Economics and Johns Hopkins

Development, National University
Economics University

School of Legal Harvard Law School
Consultancy, Judicial

Academy

Institute of American University of
Studies, Vietnam Institute California - San

of Social Sciences Diego

Vietnam Institute for Michigan State
Education Science University

NBC Law Firm Louisville University

From left to right: Dr. Hoang Vinh Hung, Ms. Nguyen Thi Hanh (Fulbrightistaff), Dr. Vu Xuan Quang, Dr. Vu Thi Kieu Dung, Mr. James
A. Warren (Counselor for Public Affairs), Dr. Le Quoc Hoi, Dr. Ngo Hoang Oanh, Dr. Cu Chi Loi, Ms. Dao Van Vy, Mr. Nguyen Quy Binh.




Page 6 Chao Fulbright

Public Opinion Research

A training workshop by Fulbright Specialist, Prof. Michael W. Traugott

Through a Senior Specialist Fulbright
grant from the Fulbright Program in
Vietnam, Public Affairs Section, U.S.
Embassy in Hanoi, Professor Michael
Traugott arrived in Vietnam on August
8" to conduct a two-week training
workshop on approaches in public
opinion research.

1he

The workshop was co-organized by the
Fulbright Program and the Institute of
Public Opinion Research of the VN
Central Commission for Popularization
and Education, an advising agency of
the Communist Party of Vietnam
(CPV). The objectives of the training
workshop are to introduce the method-
ologies in gathering and processing
data for research in public opinion.

With the goal of creating public policies
that address the concerns and needs
of the public, the CPV set up a network
of collaborators across the country that
work with the guidance and support of
its Institute of Public Opinion Re-
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Dr. Michael Traugott at Opening Ceremony of IPOR’s Training Workshop

search. As the workshop is essential to
its tasks, the Institute has decided to
increase the number of participants
from 20 to 50 and has planned to carry
out small workshops across the coun-
try using these participants as key co-

Dr. Michael Traugott will be presenting a

number of topics to senior researchers of

the Institute of Public Opinion Research,
including public opinion research experi-
ence on media and communication, on

the election, and on the operation effects

Dr. Michael Traugott was also invited to
an online discussion with the largest
online newspaper of Vietham - Vietham-
net where he shared his thoughts on the
relations between public opinion re-
search and the policy-making process.

ordinators.

of state power agencies in U.S.

This was quickly spread out in the news.

In the news

rl'tjmnVietnc:m.net

http:[/viet namweek. nst

SUKIENNONG  NHAN VAT TRONG NGAY | THONG TIN DA CHIEU  TULIEU & SUY NGAM  THE GIOT TRUYEN THONG  NGHE XE

Ban tron: Du luan xa hoi va quyét dinh chinh sach

(TuanVietNam) - Lam thé nao dé hiéu hon “long dan”, de
nhiing mong muoén va nguyén vong cla nguol dan di duoc In €
vao méi chinh sach cGa Dang va Nha nuo'c? Do 1a noi

dungban tron tryc tuyéncua VietNamNet chieu 25082009,

Tham do du luan dé giit lién hé ngudi dan — lanh
dao

Email ¥ Théo lujr

TRONG MUC NAY
.

Tham dé du luan moi hiéu "long dan"

ua etNam- Zb 009

.4 hoi va quyét dinh chinh sach GS. Traugott dén tir Trung tam
Bao chi, Chinh tri va Chinh sach cdng Joan Shorenstein , Dai
hoc Harvard darlg c6 mat tai Viét Nam trong khubn khd Churang trinh Fulbright cia

Michael W. Traugott is Professor
of Communication Studies and
Political Science and Chair of
the Department of Communica-
tion Studies at the University of
Michigan. His research interests
include politics and the mass
media, campaigns and elec-
tions, and survey methodology.
He is currently extending previous research on voting-by-mail in
Oregon, and he was a participant in an National Science Founda-
tion conference in October sponsored by the Internet Policy Insti-
tute on electronic voting. The author of 9 books and more than 40
articles and book chapters, his most recent work focused on a
revised edition of The Voter's Guide to Election Polls and an ed-
ited volume, Election Polls, the News Media, and Democracy,
both with Paul Lavrakas. He just completed a term as President of
the American Association for Public Opinion Research. He has
consulted for a number of media and news organizations on their
coverage of elections, including networks, newspapers, and the
Voter News Service, the national exit poll operation. A political
scientist by training, he received his B.A. from Princeton University
and his M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of Michigan.




FU LBR]GH Please help us circulate this grant announcement!

Fulbright Program in Vietnam
U.S. Embassyin Hanoi

HOC BONG THAC SY TOAN PHAN

Dai sif quan Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam tran trong thong bao Chuaong trinh Hoc béng
Fulbright 13y bang Thac sy tai Hoa Ky nam hoc 2011 - 2012. Budc thanh lap nam
1946 v@i nguon tai trg ti Quoc héi My, chuang trinh Fulbright hudng téi muc
tiéu tang cudng hiéu biét lan nhau théng qua trao déi van hoa va gido duc.

Ngudi nhan hoc béng sé dugc tai trg toan bo hoc phi, trg cap hang thang, vé
may bay kh( hoi dén My va bao hiém y té.

TIEU CHI DU TUYEN:

L)

La céng dan Viét Nam.

Tét nghiép dai hoc

€

C6 it nhat mot nam kinh nghiém |am viéc tinh tir ngay ghi trén bang tét nghiép
Pai hoc dén ngay 01/04/2010

Co diém TOEFL téi thiéu 1a 550 diém (ndi bd) tuong dudng 79 diém (iBT), hoac
6.5 diém IELTS con gia tri si dung.

[ 3

NGANH HOC HOP LE

Chuong trinh Fulbright khuyén khich hau hét cac nganh thudc linh vuc khoa hoc
xa hoi, nhan van va kinh té bao gom: Nghién c(ftu vé Hoa Ky, Van hoc My, Giao
duc va Quan ly Gido duc, Truyén théng, Luat, Quy hoach D6 thi, Bao chi, Quan hé
quoc té, Cong tac xa hoi, Kinh té, Quan tri kinh doanh, Strc khoé cong dong, Thu
vién, Quan ly Hanh chinh céng, Chinh sach cong, Giang day tiéng Anh, Gidi va
Phat trién, Nghién clu phat trién, vv...

HO SO BAO GOM:

« Don du tuyén (theo mau trén trang web cla Fulbright)
« Ba thu gidi thiéu (theo mau trén trang web cua Fulbright)
m' HO S0: « Ban sao ¢6 cong ching cac loai bang cap va bang diém (kém ban dich
H . v s ,
17:00 gié, ngdy 01/04/2010 A Tiéng Anh c'o cong ching)
(tinh thea thefi diem ho hsg dén va « Ban sao ching chi TOEFL/IELTS
phong Fulbrig
m;ﬁi.w)?
h Fu\bl'ght E E:
o s

D) Sif Quan Hoa Ky, 567 Lang H:( DE biét thém chi tiét, xin mai xem trang web: http://vietnam.usembassy.gov/fvst.html hoac
Ha Noi lién hé ¢6 Nguyén Thi Hanh, Trg ly Chuong trinh, BT: 04-3850-5089;

Email: nguyenHT4@state.goy.




At the office in Vietnam

Reflection story hy Martha Lincolh, U.S. student

-—

Re-entry Seming,.

Fulbright Program held a Re-entry Semi-
nar in Quy Nhon for 12 recently returned
grantees of the Vietnamese Student
Program AY 2005, 2006, 2007.

This seminar was organized to provide
the participants with a chance to reunite
after studying in diverse locations
throughout the U.S., and to share their
memories and experiences.

Participants had one full day of activities
in which they shared their inputs on life
and academic experiences as Fulbright
students in the U.S. The sessions on
returning to Vietnam provided useful tips
for the grantees to overcome their
“reverse culture shock” and re-adapt to
life in Vietnam. They were also presented
with resources and opportunities to get
involved in Fulbright alumni activities.

Grantees participated in a photo contest,
and were also asked to give feedback on
the administration of the Fulbright Pro-
gram in Vietham, and the placement and
support services of IlE. Feedback
showed a consistent satisfaction among
the grantees. Some helpful ideas for IIE
to improve their placement and student
services were also contributed.

One of my colleagues in the Fulbright pro-
gram is always teasing me for spending too
much time “at the office” in Ha Noi. “This is
Viet Nam!” he’s always saying. Quite right,
this is Viet Nam, and very true, there is a lot
to be learned outside the university. But at
the same time, I've found my university
(Hanoi School of Public Health) to be a fasci-
nating place in its own right.

Very generously, the administration as-
signed me to a department when | arrived,
so | was not locked up in my own office, but
rather, surrounded by talented colleagues in
the fields of environmental and occupational
health. While there is considerable overlap
in our research interests, there are a num-
ber of interesting disciplinary differences
between myself and my colleagues. I'm a
medical anthropologist with training in quali-
tative methods, and they are more statisti-
cally inclined, with experience in implement-
ing large data collection projects and broad
interventions all over north and central Viet-
nam. Recent de-
partment projects
have included fol-
lowing up on the
health impacts of
the winter 2008
floods in Ha Noi _
and implementing
a safety curriculum
in 99  primary
schools in Da
Nang. Exposure to
their work has
increased
accountability

to things like sample sizes and statistical
significance - questions that anthropolo-
gists tend not to engage with enough rigor.

Sitting in the office with six others this Sep-
tember was a wonderful experience, expos-
ing me constantly to new vocabulary and
patterns of speech. | subconsciously ab-
sorbed a lot of phone etiquette, email con-
ventions, and other forms of kinds of polite
chatter that, while taken for granted in one’s
native language, can be hard to pick up as a
student. In down time, some of my col-
leagues also showed me their Facebook
profiles and pictures of loved ones, shared
meals with me, and quizzed me politely
about life back home.

Though in the US, “the office” is the “locus
classicus of situation tragedy,” as the liter-

-

ary critic Lauren Berlant
puts it, a Viethamese
workplace - or, at ®
least, this Viethamese [
workplace - is a light-
hearted, hospitable
place. When | brought a
pomelo to the office
one Friday to share, everyone asked “Do
you have something new?” According to
a custom (previously unknown to me),
people bring fruit to accompany good
news that they are sharing - a new mo-
torbike, a new boyfriend, a good result on
a test.

My colleagues have also provided in-
tensely generous support to me in help-
ing me work through the process of re-
ceiving research permissions, designing
intelligible questionnaires, and placing
requests into the appropriate institu-
tional channels - all tasks that would be
daunting for a researcher working with-
out institutional
support. I will
always remember
- the sense of curi-
osity, bemuse-
ment, and grati-
tude that | felt as
my  colleague
Huyen looked
through my sched-
ule of interview
questions, ex-

claiming in

my Martha Lincolh (middle) and her colleagues in Ao dai places “You can

not ask people
that, they will not be able to understand!”

While all this is fabulous, my favorite trait
of university culture in Vietnam is the
significance of music. My coworkers love
to sing (one does a great cover of
“Unchained Melody”), the first day of
school featured performances by staff as
well as students, and my English stu-
dents surprised me at the end of the
term by singing fifteen minutes’ worth of
classics in English and Viethamese. | am
certain that this never happens at any
public heath programs in the United
States, and their spontaneity overjoyed
me. Though in the months ahead | may
be in “the office” less, and in “the field”
more, my first month here was an utterly
happy one.
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Vietnamese students to the U.S.

Twenty-eight grantees of
the Fulbright Vietnamese
Student Program AY2009-
2010 have arrived safely
in the U.S. to start the
master’s study programs.
This is a special applica-
tion year with the largest
number of grantees se-
lected over the past sev-
enteen years.

This year’s group of grant-
ees has a broad represen-
tation of fields of studly,
geographical areas and
affiliations. All of them are
currently in the United
States, enrolling in their
chosen programs.
Grantees reported that
they have been enjoying
their stay and study while
contributing to the Ful-
bright’s mission of foster-
ing mutual understanding.
The Fulbright Program in
Vietnam is proud to offer
this valuable opportunity
to the grantees.

List of 2009 grantees, in order of photo appearance, from left to right, top to bottom

. Family Name

Organization in Vietnam

Field of study

University in the U.S.

1 Ms. |Nguyen Le Minh Phuong Unilever Vietnam HCMC MBA - Marketing Williamette University

2 | Ms. |Dang Thanh Son Vietnam Audit Office Hanoi International Relations Old Dominion University, VI

3 Mr. |Nguyen Phan Nam Allens Arthur Robinson Hanoi Law Duke University, Durham, NC

4 Ms. |Nguyen Thi Le Hoa Oxfam Great Britain in Vietnam Hanoi Public Administration Duke University, Durham, NC

5 | Ms. [Nguyen Thi Thanh An Unilever Vietnam HCMC Business Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN
6 | Ms. [VuHoang Yen Ministry of Planning and Investment Hanoi Agricultural Economics University of Missouri, Columbia, MO
7 Ms. |[Vu Cam Giang Vietnam News newspaper Hanoi Journalism New York University, New York, NY
8 | Ms. [VuThilLan Le Quy Don Gifted High School Khanh Hoa TESOL Southern lllinois University, IL

9 Ms. [Trinh Thi Minh Phuong Hue College of Foreign Languages Hue TESOL Columbia University, New York, NY
10 | Mr. |Nguyen Thy Nhan VietFund Management HCMC Business American University, Washington, DC
11 | Ms. |Nguyen To Uyen WWF Vietnam Hanoi Environmental Sciences University of Washington, DC

12 | Mr. |Pham Ngoc Duy FPT University Hanoi Education Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA
13 | Ms. |Nguyen Tuyet Ngan Ministry of Science and Technology Hanoi Public Administration University of Maryland, College Park, MD
14 | Mr. |Tran Ngoc Thinh Vietnam Microfinance Working Group | Hung Yen Public Administration University of Missouri, Columbia, MO
15 | Mr. |Vu Tien Hong The Associated Press, Hanoi Bureau Hanoi Journalism University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS
16 | Ms. |Dang Thi Phuong Thao Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Vietham Hanoi International Relations Texas A&M University

17 | Mr. |[Vo Van Dung Pepsico HCMC MBA-Marketing Rochester Institute of Technology, NY
18 | Ms. |Nguyen Thuy Linh Vietcombank Hanoi Banking Brandeis University, Waltham, MA
19 | Mr. |Nguyen Nguyen Ngoc Pearl S. Buck International Vietham Hanoi Social work Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA
20 | Ms. |Vu lLan Huong Vietnamnet Online Newspaper Hanoi Journalism Northwestern University

21 | Ms. |Vo Thanh Son Ca Danang College of Foreign Languages Danang TESOL Northern Arizona University

22 | Ms. |Nguyen Le Huong VNU-HN College of Foreign Languages Hanoi American Studies New York University, New York, NY
23 | Mr. |To Gia Quyen The Nutrition Center HCMC Public Health Tulane University, New Orleans, LA
24 | Ms. |Hoang Thi Linh Giang Hue College of Foreign Languages Hue TESOL Califormia State University, LA

25 | Mr. |Dang Thanh Nhon Bac Lieu Specialized High School Bac Lieu TESOL Minnesota State University, Mankato, MN
26 | Ms. |Nguyen Thi Thanh Van Nielsen Vietnam HCMC MBA-Marketing Rochester Institute of Technology, NY
27 | Mr. [Ly Lam Duy VietStar Securities Company Hanoi Accounting/Finance Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN
28 | Ms. |Le Thi Tram Huong Hanoi University of Technology Hanoi TESOL lowa State University, Ames, 1A




Chao Fulbright

Keith Buzby came to Vietnam in
August 2008 as an English Teach-
ing Assistant under the Fulbright
grant. Seizing the opportunity of
being affiliated at Dong Thap Uni-
versity in the Mekong Delta of Viet-
nam, Keith took great advantage of
its remoteness to explore Vietham-
ese culture and people.

Keith Buzby

B.A. in History and Political
Science from St. Mary’s
College of Maryland

Host: Dong Thap University

“l applied to the Fulbright

program for a variety of

reasons. | was attracted to the idea of helping
foreigners better understand American culture

and the English language. On a personal level, |
applied to the Fulbright program to see another,
very different part of the world. Vietham has
satisfied these requirements beautifully. After
my time in Vietnam | plan on attending law
school, and hope to eventually work as a district
attorney.

In my free time, | enjoy good conversation,
bicycling and soccer. | also love to read,
especially history, politics, and science fiction.”

May 15, 2009

My Friend,

If you are reading this letter, it means that you have been assigned to teach at
Dong Thap University. You probably have never met me, but my name is Keith Buzby,
and [ was a Fulbright English Teaching Assistant from September 2008 to May 2009. 1
am writing this letter to you on my last day of teaching at Dong Thap University. In
many ways, | am jealous of you. My time here is ending, and you have the promise of
the future before you. I think that you'll have a lot to look forward to. My ten months in
Dong Thap were some of the most amazing of my life.

They were not without challenge, of course. Maybe your initial reaction to your
assignment was something like mine: holy smokes, what have I gotten myself into?
While my fellow Teaching Assistants got assignments on the beaches of Nha Trang, in
the historic citadel of Hue, and in the Northern metropolis of Hanoi, I got stuck out in the
middle of the jungle, fifty kilometers from the Cambodian border. What gives?

Dong Thap’s remoteness is its greatest challenge and its greatest advantage.
Dong Thap is about as untouched by Western culture as a province can be in 21* Century
Vietnam. In all likelihood, you will be the most Western influence this province has had
in years. Now, in 2009, there is literally no Western food available in restaurants. The
best you can do is French fries and Oreos. Westerners are such a rarity here that people
will talk for days whenever one wanders into town. You will stick out like a grizzly at a
polar bear convention. Expect to be the object of a lot of attention, with people staring
and even pointing at you as you walk down the street.

That’s the bad news. What you need to keep in mind, though, is that you will
gain an incredible understanding of how the Vietnamese people live. You have an
amazing opportunity to soak in Vietnamese culture like few visitors to this country ever
can. [ urge you to make the most of this opportunity. Go out for coffee with your
students and professors as much as you can. This is how | made some of my best
friendships here, ones that I hope to keep over the years. Taste all the local specialties
(yes, even the rat - it’s actually not that bad). Go out and explore the countryside. Some
of my best memories from Vietnam were on the back of my bicycle, dodging chickens
and cruising through rice paddies and jungle.

The other nice thing about working in Dong Thap is that you will be fulfilling a
great need. In 2008, T was, to my knowledge, the first American to work full-time in
Dong Thap since 1975 (during the war there was a US helicopter base where the
university campus stands today). The only other English-speaker before me was a
French-Canadian named David, and he was here nearly ten years ago. With such a
deficit of native English-speakers, the students’ language skills suffer greatly. To this
day, after 10 months’ service, I still have difficulty understanding most of my students.
For Dong Thap University to succeed, at least in terms of language training, it needs a
steady stream of native speakers to teach. I hope that I am the first of such a stream, and
that your arrival comes only a few years after my departure (I really hope you're not
thinking of how your grandparents probably graduated from high school in 2009).
Although it is difficult to measure progress on a day by day basis, I think that you’ll gain
a satisfaction for teaching in an area so underserved. I know I did.

There is so much to say, and I could probably write a book on my experiences
here. Rather than do that, though, I want to give you the same opportunity to explore that
I had. I am, however, happy to talk to you and offer any advice that I can. You can reach
me at keith.buzby@gmail.com. I’'m also on Facebook, and kept a blog at
www.buzzinaroundvietnam.blogspot.com. It should still be up when you get this letter; I
have no intentions of taking it down. Even if you have everything under control, I would
still very much like to hear from you to see how your experience goes and also to hear
how much Dong Thap has changed since I was there.

Good luck, and I hope your time in Dong Thap is at least as fantastic as mine was.
Sincerely, /
Keith R. Buzby '
Fulbright English Teaching Assistant

Dong Thap University
Cao Lanh, Vietnam
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www.fulbright.tk
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“I want to build a Vietnamese
Fulbright Community, where people
can be connected to learn, to share

and to be successful.”

As a Fulbright grantee (2009 -2010) who
had to struggle with little information
about the Fulbright Program during his
application process, Tran Ngoc Thinh was
determined to do something for the next
Fulbright applicants before leaving Viet-
nam for his two-year master’s program in
Public Administration at the University of
Missouri. He wanted to bridge potential
applicants with past Fulbright grantees
and inform them of the unique chance of
becoming a Fulbrighter. He wanted many
others people, especially those who are
not living in Hanoi or Ho Chi Minh City to
have more online access to all information
and experiences that they need to be suc-
cessful.

With that in mind, in June 2008, Thinh
developed a weblog with a short and easy-
to-remember domain www.fulbright.tk. He
started the weblog by collecting informa-
tion about the scholarship and experi-
ences from previous applicants, articles
from foreign sources which discuss in de-
tail about the scholarship’s history, story
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Tran Ngoc Thinh at the University of Missouri

and clarification. He spent his free time
writing articles on his own experiences,
and encouraged his Fulbright peers to do
the same. Not only a portal for informa-
tion, this interactive blog platform also
offers a chance to interact with current
Fulbrighters and program alumni by ask-
ing questions or commenting on articles.

It was difficult to let the public know about
this weblog at first. Thinh attended as
many workshops, meetings, and over-sea
study forums as possible so he could pro-

mote the weblog as an information gate-
way for anyone who wants to know more
about the Fulbright Program. Questions
and comments from the weblog visitors
are responded in a prompt manner with
assistance from other Fulbright fellows
who share the same goal with Thinh.

Just a months after its inception , the Ful-
bright Weblog gained public attention by
word of mouth and public posts on online
forums.. The information on the weblog
was rated “informative” and “motivating”
by readers including high school students,
university students, officers, and current
Fulbright candidates. Some candidates
have promised to write articles for the
weblog when they become Fulbrighters!

When asked why he developed this we-
blog, Thinh said “I strongly believe that
“pay it forward” will become a meaningful
spirit in the Vietnamese Fulbright commu-
nity. In this way, people share their suc-
cess and help other people to be more
successful.”.

If you wish to join the “pay it forward” spirit
and contribute your inputs to the weblog,
please contact Thinh at
tranngocthinh@gmail.com.

Dr. Ly Pham is currently the Director of the Centre for
International Education Culture Exchange and Re-
search at Ho Chi Minh City University of Education.
She has been working in the fields of education, cul-
ture and social studies for years.

www.LyPham.net

In 2008, Dr. Ly Pham won a Fulbright Visiting Scholar
grant to conduct a compelling research project on
“Introducing the Best International Educational Ad-
ministration Practices Into Vietnamese Higher Educa-

“Onlly those who move foel thelr chains™

‘-) LyPham.net

S EN et “‘“f"' i A P CHOCR LTINS bl e L) tion” at the Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New York, USA.
=0 ok e~ Wolossae Dr. Ly Pham has recently developed a personal web-
B site to share her experience and knowledge in her
. fields of expertise. The website has a large collection
. of her translated articles and research papers on edu-

k@ cation, social questions, and cultural issues. It also
presents articles by other authors in the field.

The website has been well received by readers, and
we believe that interested people from the Fulbright

Homepage of the website www.LyPham.net community will benefit from it, too.
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Fulbright Program in Vietnam

Public Affairs Section, U.S. Embassy

Rose Garden Tower, 170 Ngoc Khanh

Ha Noz, Viet Nam

Phone: 844-3850-5100 / Fax: §44-3850-5120
Hip:/ [ vietnam.usembassy.gov/ fulbright.htnml

“The Fulbright Program aims to bring a
little more knowledge, a little more reason
and a little more compassion into world
affairs and thereby to increase the chance
that nations will learn at last to live in
peace and friendship."

—Senator J. William Fulbright

Upcoming events...

December 4, 2009
Alumni Gathering
Ho Chi Minh City

R.S.V.P: Ms. Ngoc Ha, Tel: 04-3850-5100 (#6005)
Email: dohtn@state.gov

December 10-11, 2009
ETA Mid-year Enrichment Seminar

Nha Trang

December 15, 2009
Alumni Gathering
Hanoi

R.S.V.P: Ms. Ngoc Ha, Tel: 04-3850-5100 (#6005)
Email: dohtn@state.gov

December 22, 2009 - January 15, 2010

Senior Specialist Project at Faculty of Special
Education, Hanoi University of Education

Hanoi

December 22-24, 2009
Enrichment Seminar for U.S. grantees
Venue: TBD

December 2009 - March 2010

Information Sessions - Fulbright Viethnamese
Student Program

Maijor cities/provinces




