The U.S. Embassy in Caracas advises all U.S. citizens living, working and traveling in Caracas, Venezuela that pro-government groups have called for a rally Wednesday, January 23, 2013. Participants will march from three different points of the city of Caracas and converge on the 23 de Enero neighborhood of the Libertador municipality.

Anticipated routes:
1. Poder Popular, Las Comunas, and youth groups are expected to gather at the intersection of La Bandera and Avenida Nueva Granada.  They will proceed through Fuerzas Armadas and Universidad avenues and arrive at 23 de Enero.
2. Labor groups will depart from Avenida Libertador (CANTV area) and march along Avenida Urdaneta. 
3. The third group will gather near the Propatria metro station, located west of 23 de Enero and march to what is known as “Rincón del Taxista” (“Taxi Drivers’ Corner”).

The U.S. Embassy recommends avoiding these areas due to anticipated heavy traffic.  Traffic in western portions of the city is expected to be significantly heavier than normal.  Travel to and from Maiquetia Airport could also be affected. 

Opposition supporters will also hold a rally at Parque Miranda in the Sucre municipality at 10:00 a.m.  Although this rally should not intersect with any pro-government gatherings, the U.S. Embassy recommends avoiding this area because of traffic concerns.  U.S. citizens should monitor local media sources and the Embassy’s website for new developments, and for news of any planned gatherings.
  
U.S. citizens traveling to or already in Venezuela are reminded to maintain a high level of vigilance and to take appropriate steps to increase their security awareness.  Even demonstrations that are meant to be peaceful can become violent and unpredictable.  It is advisable that you avoid them if at all possible.  Be alert and aware of your surroundings and pay attention to reports in local news media.

U.S. citizens living in Venezuela are encouraged to register with the U.S. Embassy through the State Department’s travel registration website, https://travelregistration.state.gov, and to obtain updated information on travel and security within Venezuela. If you are receiving this message, then you are registered with the Embassy. Please pass this information on to any U.S. citizens who may not be registered.

For the latest security information, Americans traveling abroad should regularly monitor the Department's Internet web site where the current Worldwide Caution Public Announcement, Travel Warnings and Public Announcements can be found. Up to date information on security can also be obtained by calling 1-888-407-4747 toll free in the United States, or, for callers outside the United States and Canada, a regular toll line at 1-202-501-4444. These numbers are available from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays). American citizens traveling or residing overseas are encouraged to register with the appropriate U.S. Embassy or Consulate on the State Department's travel registration website.
The U.S. Embassy in Caracas is located on Calle F con Calle Suapure, Lomas de Valle Arriba. The telephone number during business hours (8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) is (011) 58-212-975-6411. For after-hours emergencies use (011) 58-212-907-8400. The fax is (011) 58-212-907-8199. Please check the Embassy website for additional information.

