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Bonjour mesdams and messieurs…… 

 

Aux très chers invites, c’est un grand honneur pour moi de m’addresser à 

vous aujourd’hui en cette journée de commémoration au cimetière amèricain 

de Normandie. 

 

Beginning from our War of Independence to today’s Global War on Terror, 

much is asked of a U.S. soldier. For over two centuries American soldiers 

and sailors, airmen and women, and Marines have been willing to fight, even 

to die, to protect our country, our liberty and our freedom.   

 

I am both humbled and honored to be here in my capacity as a representative 

of my President and my country to pay tribute to American service men and 

women who made the ultimate sacrifice in defense of our country and the 

liberties and freedoms we hold so dear.   

 

Welcome to this sacred ground where sacred memories remain, for in the 

early morning hours of June 6th, 1944, a great battle began here on these 

beaches.  It was a battle for liberty, a battle for freedom.  Hundreds of U.S. 

soldiers paid the ultimate sacrifice to win that battle.  They are buried here in 

the graves that we see today.  And it is their graves that are a permanent and 

visible reminder to all that freedom is never free. 
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A new threat is upon us now, international terrorism.  U.S. soldiers are 

sacrificing their lives today in defense of our liberties, our freedoms, and our 

way of life.  These soldiers are our sons or daughters, our neighbors, our 

parents.  These soldiers are volunteers, who are willing to answer their 



nation’s call to duty, knowing they may not return.  Today we honor and 

thank each and every American soldier who risks all they hold dear to ensure 

that all our lives are protected.  

 

Although the words said here today may not be remembered for long, we 

will remember what we saw here today for we are here where giants are 

buried.  We are at this great monument, the Normandy American Cemetery 

and Memorial.  It was built and dedicated not only to honor our fallen 

heroes, not only to shelter our fallen heroes, but to explain to all who come 

later the ultimate sacrifice they made.  For remembering the sacrifice of the 

U.S. soldier on behalf of his country is our noblest goal.  As Abraham 

Lincoln, one of our greatest American Presidents, so wisely said, “Any 

nation that does not honor its heroes will not long endure.” 

 

In 1887, the United States Congress passed a resolution that calls for one 

day each year to celebrate a ‘memorial’ day.  On this Day of Memory, we 

mourn brave citizens who laid their lives down for our freedom.  They lived 

and died as Americans. May we always honor them.  May we always 

embrace them.  And may we always be faithful to who they were and what 

they fought for. 

 

And let us all pray here today for those American heroes and to pray that 

time will not diminish the memory of their deeds.  

 

I leave you with a moving poem written by the American writer Mary E. 

Frye in 1932: 
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Do Not Stand at My Grave and Weep 
 
Do not stand at my grave and weep, 
I am not there, I do not sleep. 
I am in a thousand winds that blow; 
I am the softly falling snow. 
 
I am the gentle showers of rain, 
I am the fields of ripening grain. 
I am in the morning hush; 
I am in the graceful rush. 
 
Of beautiful birds in circling flight, 
I am the starshine of the night. 
I am in the flowers that bloom, 
I am in a quiet room. 
 
I am the birds that sing, 
I am in each lovely thing. 
Do not stand at my grave and cry, 
I am not there. I do not die. 
 
 
Thank you, we will never forget.  
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