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Allies and Partners Adopt New Afghan 
Approach 

Protect the Afghan 
people. Build Afghan 
security capacity. 
Facilitate governance 
and development. 
Forty-four foreign 
ministers of 
contributing forces met 
to decide these were 
the priorities for the 
way forward in 

Afghanistan. In a December 4 statement, NATO and 
non-NATO contributing nations agreed on the main 
principles that will guide ISAF’s mission in Afghanistan. 
In support of this approach, at least 25 Allies and 
Partners committed around 7,000 troops for 2010, with 
the possibility of more contributions to come. More 
about the ISAF meeting  
 
Read the Statement on Afghanistan 
ISAF Troop Contributing Nations 

Secretary Clinton 
speaks during a press 
conference at NATO 
Headquarters, 
Brussels, about 
NATO’s renewed 
military and civilian 
commitments in 
Afghanistan. More  
 
 

 

Hundreds of Herat Police Graduate

As Allies call for 
greater Afghan 
capacity to secure the 
country, NATO training 
missions are actively 
engaged in this very 
objective. More than 
250 Afghan national 
police graduated from 
basic training October 
29 at the police 

headquarters in Herat, Afghanistan. The graduates were 
some of the first to be trained in an effort to boost the 
national police's current strength of 81,000 to 161,000 
by 2013. Read more   

 

 

Clinton Addresses Corruption at Karzai 

Inauguration   

Secretary of 
State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton 
praised Afghan 
President Hamid 
Karzai November 
19 in Kabul for 
the renewed 
commitment he 
expressed in his 
second-term 

inaugural address to end government corruption 
and set the stage to decrease the international 
military footprint in Afghanistan. “This is an 
important moment,” Clinton told reporters. 
“Today’s inauguration opens a real window of 
opportunity for a new compact between the Afghan 
government and its people, and for a new chapter 
in the partnership between Afghanistan and the 
international community.” Read more   

Obama’s New Missile Defense System Key 
to NATO Future Plans  
 
NATO Foreign Ministers embraced President Obama’s 
new missile defense concept of sea- and land-based 
missile interceptors and sensors in Europe to defend 
against the growing ballistic missile threat from Iran. 
Beginning in 2011, NATO will have a basic ability to 

December 2009 Foreign Ministerial -- 
Capsule 

 
NATO Foreign 
Ministers made 
landmark 
decisions on 
ISAF troop 
levels in 
Afghanistan, 
missile 
defense 
planning, and 
NATO-Russia 

relations during the NATO foreign ministers 
meetings at NATO Headquarters December 3 
and 4.  

l Non-U.S. Allies agreed to send more than 

7,000 troops to Afghanistan to fight the 
threat of terrorism. (see left “Allies and 
Partners”)  

l Allies embraced the President’s Phased, 

Adaptive Approach to Missile Defense. 
More  

l Allies agreed to provide a Membership 

Action Plan to Montenegro and noted 
their strong desire to support Bosnia in 
making the necessary progress in its 
reform efforts. More  

l NATO countries and Russia formally 

restarted the NATO-Russia Council (NRC) 
by convening the first formal Ministerial 
meeting since December 2007. The NRC 
Ministers agreed to restructure the NRC, 
launch a joint review of 21st Security 
Challenges, and established a Work 
Program for 2010. More  

Foreign Ministerial -- December 3-4, 2009  
Final Statement -- Meeting of the North Atlantic 
Council at the level of Foreign Ministers held at 
NATO Headquarters, Brussels   

  
NATO and Russia Move Partnership 
Forward  

 
Pushing forward on 
cooperation 
agreements, foreign 
ministers from the 
28 NATO Allies and 
Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei 
Lavrov held a formal 
session of the NATO-
Russia Council (NRC) 
December 4. They 
expressed mutual 
interest in exploring ways to build cooperation and 
examined how to reinvigorate the 29-country 
relationship. Afghanistan, piracy, non-proliferation, 
and natural and man-made disasters are all areas 
the NRC will explore in building a more strategic 
partnership.  
Read more about NRC meeting 
More on the NATO-Russia Council

  
Montenegro Begins MAP as Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Steps Up Reforms  
 
The result of much work, Allies granted Montenegro 
its request to begin the Membership Action Plan 
(MAP), a NATO program of support customized to 
any country that wants to join NATO. Allies also 
stated that Bosnia and Herzegovina will begin its 
own MAP after more reforms. “There should be no 
doubt in Bosnia-Herzegovina: we want to see you in 
MAP, and to see you in NATO,” said NATO Secretary 
General Anders Fogh Rasmussen.  
Read more  
More on the Membership Action Plan  

Second Seminar on NATO's Strategic 
Concept: NATO’s Engagement in an Era 
of Globalization  
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protect troops against short- and medium-range 
ballistic missiles. Allies agreed the U.S. Phased, 
Adaptive Approach (PAA) would be a valuable 
contribution to any future NATO missile defense 
efforts. Further broadening security, foreign ministers 
also reaffirmed NATO’s readiness to explore linking 
United States, NATO, and Russian missile defense 
systems and noted that the U.S.’s PAA provides 
enhanced possibilities to do so.  
More on the U.S. Phased, Adaptive Approach  
More on NATO Missile Defense Plans 

 
The Group of 
Experts on NATO’s 
new Strategic 
Concept held their 
second key 
seminar with 
leading civilian and 
military experts in 
Brdo, Slovenia, on 
November 13. 

Discussing NATO’s operations and a comprehensive 
approach to address evolving threats, the event was 
the second of four key seminars that will steer the 
process of developing a new Strategic Concept for 
NATO, which will guide the Alliance’s future. 
Read more   
NATO Review Video Magazine feature: “How Does 
NATO Need to Change?”    

Ambassadors Who Bus: USNATO and the Greening Diplomacy Initiative 

In the spirit of good stewardship and good fun, 
USNATO Ambassador Ivo Daalder recently invited 
Ambassadors from all 28 NATO Member Countries 
to save fuel by getting on the bus. As host of the 
week’s NATO Permanent Representatives lunch, 
Ambassador Daalder suggested that everyone 
travel to his residence together. Mission staff 
worked to arrange alternative means of 
transportation, the Ambassadors left their 
individual cars at NATO, piled in an American-style 
school bus and made the trip as a group, saving 
time, resources, and fuel.  

But the bus is just one example of how things are 
changing at the U.S. Mission to NATO. As part of 
the State Department’s Greening Diplomacy 
Initiative, USNATO has implemented a number of 
environmentally friendly plans, such as recycling 
bins, car pooling, paper reduction strategies, 
battery recycling, and after hours light checks. 

USNATO personnel coordinate with the Tri-Mission’s Joint Administrative Services on a variety of green projects 
designed to improve environmental awareness within the Brussels-based State Department community, and an 
all-volunteer USNATO “Green Team” meets to prepare future greening activities.  

What did the NATO Permanent Representatives think of their environmentally conscious bus adventure? Upon his 
return to NATO Headquarters Ambassador Daalder told his staff that, “everybody loved it.” “It was a lot of fun,” he 
said; fun that a team effort to increase green thinking at USNATO helped create.  
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