
 
Transcript for the April 30th, 2014, Webchat 

Immigrant and Nonimmigrant Visas 
-------------------------- 
Q. I have a caution from December 2012, and I have applied and been rejected twice for a visa. 
Do the rejections diminish my chances of getting a visa. If I do manage to get a visa does it 
guarantee entry into the USA or does that depend on the security staff at the US airport I land 
at? 
 
A. Each time you apply for a visa, your application is considered on its own merits.  If you are 
granted a visa, it allows you permission to travel to the United States and request entry.  The 
final decision to admit or deny all travelers to the United States rests with Immigration officials 
at the port of entry.   
 
Q. Can I enter the US on student visa whilst being pregnant? 
 
A. When you apply for a visa and when you then enter the United States, you will be required to 
demonstrate that you will not become a public charge in the U.S.  You should be prepared to 
demonstrate that you have sufficient medical insurance for the duration of your stay.  The final 
decision on your eligibility for the visa can only be made by a consular officer at the time you 
apply.   
 
Q.  Is there any general phone number which I can inquiry about visa questions? 
 
A.  Sorry, the Embassy doesn't have a phone service for visa enquiries.  If you have a question, 

http://london.usembassy.gov/niv/contact_page.html you can use our contact form - 
 
Q.  I am a full time international student doing a top-up BSc course (10 months) in Nursing here 
in the UK, am I eligible to apply for a travel and work visa in the USA? 
 
A.  If you are physically present in the United Kingdom, you can apply for a visa at the Embassy 
in London.  If you are applying for a visa in a country where you are not normally resident, you 
may find it difficult to demonstrate your strong ties outside the U.S., as consular officers cannot 
adjudicate ties to a third country.   
 
Q.  How long does the consular processing take? I am married to the US citizen and i will be 
applying for green card from London. 
 
A.  From the time the petition is filed for you, you should expect the immigrant visa process to 
take approximately 10-12 months.   
 
Q. I am South Sudanese national, residence in UK . I want to know can I will be granted a visa for 
USA?   
 
A.  You can apply for a visa at the Embassy in London, if you are resident in the UK.  The final 
decision on your eligibility can only be made by a consular officer at the time you apply.  
Information about applying is available from our website - 
http://london.usembassy.gov/niv/apply.html 
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Q.  Hi I have been awarded a coaching assistantship at a University in the USA for 12 months. I 
am qualified, and current Graduate student in the UK, but will receive payment for my 
assistantship over the 12 months in the USA. What Visa is required and do I need a sponsor? 
Thanks 
 
A.  If you are being employed and paid in the United States, you will need the appropriate 
employment based (H-2) visa.  Your employer in the U.S. will be required to file a petition for 
you with the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), which must be approved before 
you can apply for the visa.  Information about H-2 visas is available from the Embassy website - 
http://london.usembassy.gov/niv/work.html 
 
Q.  My nephew is going to Iowa to play high school basketball on a scholarship. I ought to go and 
visit him. I am a national of Montenegro who is a resident of the UK. Can I apply for a US visa at 
the US embassy in London or do I have to apply in my country of origin, Montenegro? 
 
A.  If you're resident in the UK, you can apply at the Embassy in London.  See our answers above 
for information about applying in a third country.   
 
Q.  I am currently a citizen of united kingdom with a valid UK passport.In 2009 when i was an 
indian national with an indian passport (limited leave to remain)living in UK i was denied a visa 
to visit USA.I intend to visit USA far a period of three weeks in august.Would i be eligible to 
apply through ESTA? 
 
A.  If you now meet all the requirements to travel visa free under the Visa Waiver Program, you 
can register under ESTA.  Check out the requirements before applying! 
http://london.usembassy.gov/niv/vwp.html  Remember, if you have ever been refused a visa, 
even if you have since changed your nationality, you are required to declare the refusal.   
 
Q. Nonimigrant visa was processed  last November I didn't received an email to say it was ready 
no I have to wait again why is this? my holiday is in 7 weeks. I have never had a problem in the 
past with the old way handing my passport in after the interview. my  children and I will loss our 
holiday if I don't get my visa in time 
 
A.  If you have an ongoing application, and you are concerned that your visa is taking longer to 
process than the timescales advised on our website, contact us via the contact form - 
http://london.usembassy.gov/niv/contact_page.html, providing your full name, passport 
number and a brief explanation of your circumstances 
 
Q.  Hi can you tell me if there is any update regarding the US government review of UK police 
cautions and their bearing on obtaining a non-immigrant visa? 
 
A.  If you were advised that your application is under review, you will be advised as soon as the 
review is completed.  The Embassy can't guarantee that a visa will be issued by a specific date 
 
Q.  Hello, i am waiting on acceptance from UCLA. I will be studying there for half a semester 
between Jan 2015 and June 2015. When accepted will they send me the student visa form? Do 
you know what form this is? I would also love to travel for as long as possible after my study 
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program. I have been told that you get 60 days after the student visa expires. Is there any way to 
extend this? Thank so much for your time! 
 
A. If accepted, you may be eligible for an F-1 or J-1 visa, depending on the type of course and 
study you're doing.  If you are not sure which visa you require, contact the Embassy once you 
have been accepted, to provide some more details about your planned activities.  Depending on 
the type of visa you obtain, you may be able to travel around the United States following the 
completion of your course.   
 
Q. When applying for an immigrant visa through the London US embassy do I need to send 
documents to the NVC after submitting DS-260 online? I have sent the notification from the 
embassy website that I have the required documents and taken the medical, but it is unclear if I 
also have to send documents to the NVC in addition to taking them to the interview when 
scheduled at the London US embassy. Thanks in advance. 
 
A.  If your application is being processed through the Embassy in London, you should submit 
your documents to the Consular officer at the time of your immigrant visa interview.  Please do 
not submit original documents by mail to the Embassy.   
 
Q.  I apply for u s visa with my Nigerian passport in the past before I became a British citizen, 
now I want to travel with my British passport, so I fill ester application on line, I was asked if I 
have ever been denied a u s visa or refuse entry or have my visa cancelled, I once denied a visa 
in 1994 but I didn’t have a British passport then, so am confuse whether to say no because am 
applying based on my British passport not my indefinite status 
 
A.  If you have ever been refused a visa, even if you have now changed your nationality, you are 
always required to declare the refusal when applying for a visa or registering under ESTA 
 
Q.  Hi, I am a British citizen living in the UK, and my boyfriend is a US citizen living in the US.  I am 
self employed online in the UK, and my clients are international (not British or American).  So 
far, I have travelled to the USA to be with my boyfriend under the VWP using the ESTA, but I 
want to be able to stay longer than the 90 days permitted, and be able to continue to work 
online.  Is this possible? What do I need to do? I am currently in the UK. Many thanks. 
 
A.  There is no visa classification which permits working remotely in the United States.  If you 
wish to remain in the United States as a tourist for more than 90 days, a B-2 visa is appropriate - 
http://london.usembassy.gov/niv/b2.html.  Remember, the B-2 visa cannot be used to work or 
live in the United States permanently.  If, at the time you apply, the consular officer is not 
convinced hat you are a bona fide visitor for tourism, your application will be refused.   
 
Q.  For F-1 visa applicants, one of the documents required is: "Evidence of your status in the 
United Kingdom if not a U.K. or EU passport holder". I am currently employed on a work visa in 
the UK. I was planning to terminate my employment in May and then apply for my F-1 visa in 
the week after. Under the terms of my UK visa, my work visa expires two months after my last 
date of employment. Is my work permit card (Biometric Residence Permit) sufficient as evidence 
in this circumstance? 
 

http://london.usembassy.gov/niv/b2.html


 
A. You can apply for a visa at any time and, if required, the consular officer will request 
documents demonstrating your status in the UK.  If you shortly intend to depart the UK and 
return to your country of nationality, you may wish to wait and apply there.   
 
Q.  Good morning. Here's my advance question! I'm a UK citizen. I want to move to the USA 
from the UK and not sure what my options are. I *think* that they might be either A) get 
married, or B) obtain sponsorship/employment from a company. Am I correct? Are there any 
other options? Thanks. 
 
A.  If you want to reside permanently in the United States, you'll need an immigrant visa.  A list 
of the different types of immigrant visa available can be found on our website - 
http://london.usembassy.gov/immigrant-visas.html.  If you don't have a relative to petition for 
you, consider the employment based immigrant visas 
 
Q.  I am looking to move to the USA to be with my Fiance. I would like to know if it is best to 
apply for the Fiance visa and then get married or if we should get married and then apply? Also 
where do we start as we wish to do everything correctly 
 
A. If you wish to travel to the U.S. as a fiancé, then marry and remain in the United States, a 
fiancée visa is appropriate.  If you want to marry before immigrating, your then spouse can file 
an I-130 petition for you as the spouse of a U.S. Citizen.  Information about filing the I-130 is 

 www.uscis.gov.   available from the USCIS website,
 
Q.  Hello, I have applied for the DS160 in London on Monday but my passport has been taken 
away and I need it urgently for unplanned travel now, can I pick it up regardless of the visa? I 
just need the passport back now. 
 
A.  If you have submitted your passport and have unexpected travel, use our contact form and 

http://london.usembassy.gov/niv/contact_page.html we will advise you further - 
 
Q.  I've heard that you can be refused entry to the U.S if you don’t bring enough money with 
you. Is that true? And if so, how much would be sufficient? 
 
A.  There's no requirement that you have a certain amount of money with you when traveling.  
You should be able to demonstrate that you have sufficient funds (whether in cash, travelers 
cheques or bank account) to cover your intended stay in the U.S. 
 
Q.  Hello Consular team - I am a US born citizen living in London temporarily. My wife is 
completing her DS260 as a British citizen; the DS260 asks for a US address, of which we will not 
have for another couple of weeks, BUT will have before her interview. How does she complete 
that portion of the DS260 online? "Unknown"? 
 
A.  If you have a parent in the U.S., or a temporary address, your wife can complete the forms 
using that information.  When she actually enters the U.S. with her immigrant visa, she can 
provide an updated address to the Immigration officials.   
 
Q.  Hi. 10 months ago, while I was a graduate student in England, I applied for a 2-week tourist 
visa (B2) in London. My application was initially approved but later went under furthur admin 

http://london.usembassy.gov/immigrant-visas.html
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proessing for a 'missing document'. I submitted the document '1' day after the interview but 
since then, and quite strangely, it is exactly "288 days" that my application status is still 
'pending'. By the way, I graduated in winter and permenantly left the UK. Now I have 2 
questions: 1. Is there any specific way that I can inquire about the destiny of my application? 2. 
Since I got a PhD acceptance from a US university, can I now apply for a 'Student Visa' in my own 
country, although my previous case is still pending in London? 
 
A.  Administrative processing can take a long time, and there's no way to expedite it.  If you have 
now left the UK and wish to apply for a student visa in your home country, you may do so.  If 
your application in London was never completed, you should declare the refusal when making a 
new application for a student visa.   
 
Q.  If I get a visa (I have a caution) to visit how likely is that I will be granted entry? I am hoping 
to visit in December is that too early to apply for a caution received 2012? 
 
A.  You can apply for a visa at any time.  We recommend that you apply well in advance of your 
planned travel date in order to avoid disappointment.  If you have a caution, you should be 
prepared to present a UK police certificate at the time of your interview, failure to do so could 
delay your application 
 
Q.  We are Bulgarian citizens permanent residents in Uk,and we would like to vizit Disney world 
in Florida with our kids,can we apply for a tourist viza from London? 
 
A.  Yes, if you're resident in the UK, you can apply in London.  Check out the answers above for 
information for applicants who are applying in a third country 
 
Q.  Are online bank statements accepted (it does not contain my address)?  
 
A.  You can bring printed online bank statements to the interview, but remember, the officer 
may not require any additional documents.   
 
Q.  I am us citizen living in UK with my girlfriend and her daughter that are polish and we would 
like to go to us for holiday visit my parents this year which visa should they apply for? 
 
A.  If you wish to travel to the United States on holiday, a B-2 visa is appropriate.  We 
recommend that applicants apply well in advance of their planned travel and don't make final 
plans until your partner and her daughter have received their visa.  Information about applying 

http://london.usembassy.gov/niv/b2.htmlis available on our website -  
 
Q.  I am studying in California between January 2015 and June 2015 and am still waiting on 
acceptance. I have been told i need a DS-2019 form - will they send me this form? 
 
A.  Yes, the DS-2019 form is issued by the U.S. sponsor, and they will provide you with the form 
and instructions once you have been accepted.   
 
Q.  Will i need a visa for a weeks holiday to the US? 

http://london.usembassy.gov/niv/b2.html


 
A. Information about the Visa Waiver Program is available from the Embassy website - 
http://london.usembassy.gov/niv/vwp.html.  If you're not eligible to travel visa free, you will 
need a visa, even if you are traveling for less than 90 days.   
 
Q.  Could you please clarify the regulations regarding travel to the US with the B1 business visa. 
The visa is valid for 10 years and permits travel to the US for 6 months (180 days) in a given year. 
Does this mean I have to spend 180 days outside the US for every 180 days spent within the US? 
 
A.  The B-1 visa permits travel of up to 6 months in each trip.  There is no set period of time that 
you must remain outside the United States before reapplying for entry.  However, each time you 
enter, you must be able to demonstrate that you are a bona fide visitor.  If Immigration officials 
believe that you are misusing the visa, or attempting to use a nonimmigrant visa to reside in the 
U.S., you will be refused entry and returned home at considerable personal expense.   
 
Q.  I am travelling to usa is it possible to apply green card in usa my parents are US citizen 
 
A. If your parents became citizens before you were born, you may have a claim to citizenship.  
Check the Embassy website for information about claiming citizenship - 
http://london.usembassy.gov/cons_new/acs/passports/index.html.  If you don't have a claim, 
you will need an immigrant visa.  You should be in possession of an immigrant visa before you 
enter the United States to reside.  
 
Q.  Can we apply online or have to attend in embassy? 
 
A.  If you're applying for a visa, you need to appear in person - unless you are under 14 or over 
80 and have not been previously found ineligible for a visa 
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