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Cook’s Illustr at ed

www.cooksillustr at ed.com.

Cook s̓ Illustr at ed



To sow wild oats

Like many young men, John want ed to sow some 
wild oats after graduating from colle ge

From soup to nuts The bridal 
shop has ever ything from soup to nuts when it comes to weddings

To be a peach My fr iend Susan was a peach to 
lend me ten dollars when I found I didn t̓ have enough money for 
lunch. 

Peachy ke en All kids agre ed than the movie 
was peachy ke en

To separate whe at from the chaff
The revised evaluation process 

was designed to separate whe at from the chaff.

To work for pea nuts Ti red of 
working for pea nuts, Tom applied for and ob ta ined better job.

Sour grapes Some peo ple rea ct ed neg ati-
vely to Maure en s̓ promotion, but she thought th at it was just sour 
grapes.

A lemon
Convinced th at his car was a lemon when it br oke 

down for the third time in a month, Bill dec ided to re turn it to the 
dea ler from whom he bought it.

To have your cake and eat it, too 
Margaret, who enjo yed the conven ien ce of living 

with her pare nts but longed for the inde pen den ce of living in her 
own apartme nt, finally acce pt ed the fa ct th at she could not have 
her cake and eat it, too. 

Crying over spilled milk
Nicholas was upset th at he had 

oversle pt and missed his job int er view, but he dec ided th at it was 
point less to cry over spilled milk.

To spill the beans
Tif fany had planned a surprise party for her husband s̓ bi rthday, 
but her sister spilled the beans by me ntioning it to him when she 
saw him at the market.

To bring home the bacon
One of the reasons why Anne s̓ pare nts approved her 

new husband was the fa ct th at he really brought home the bacon.

Apple of one s̓ eye Her new baby 
is the apple of Marion s̓ eye

As easy as pie Nicholas had ex pe ct ed to have gre -
at dif ficulty in learning the rules of American fo ot ball, but he was 
surprised to find th at it was as easy as pie. 

Cream of the crop “These puppies are the cream 
of the crop” – said the bree der.



A fi nger in every pie 
The new boss irrit at ed some employees by 

seeming to want to have a fi nger in every pie. 

Cool as cucumber
Debb ie was nervous when exami nation began, but her fr iend 
Sarah was as cool as cucumber.

Cup of tea Peter dec-
lined the invit ation to play cards, saying th at it just wasn t̓ his cup 
of tea”.

To use your noodle “It wouldn t̓ 
seem so hard if you would just use your noodle”, – the tea cher told 
the stu de nt.

To butter up When Sylvia consta ntly praised 
her supervisor, some of her co-workers thought th at she was just 
trying to butter him up. 

To go bananas Tony was 
worried th at his pare nts would go bananas when they found out 
th at he had put a de nt in their car. 

Like taking candy from a baby 
The dishonest salesman was so good at che ating customers th at 
it was almost like taking candy from a baby.

To bear fr uit – The Wright br ot hers worked 
dilige ntly on their aeronautical research for years, confi de nt th at 
their hard work would eve ntually bear fr uit.

Two peas in a pod Barry and his br ot her Gary 
looked so much alike th at peo ple often told them they we re like two 
peas in a pod.

To eat humb le pie The arrogant scie ntist 
had to eat humb le pie when his effo rts to inve nt a better rocket fuel 
caused an explosion. 

In a nutshell “In a nutshell, the overall 
position of the company has improved gre atly in the past year”, – 
said the company preside nt as he began his spe ech to the board of 
dire ctors. 

In the soup – Rachel knew th at if she did not finish her 
proje ct on time, she would be in the soup. 

In a pickle Bob was in a pickle when 
his car br oke down in a pouring rainstorm.

Big enchilada El iz abeth s̓ ele ction as 
preside nt of her sorority confi rmed the opinion of her fr iends th at 
she was a big enchilada. 

Caulifl ower ear
The wresting coach insisted th at his wrest lers always wear 

hea dgear, in order to avoid de veloping caulifl ower ears. 

Fl at as a pancake The Gre at Plains are 
often describ ed as fl at as a pancake. 

Nut ty as a fr uitc ake The 
el derly man s̓ behavior became so unusual th at some of his nei gh- 
bors conside red him to be as nut ty as a fr uitc ake. 
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