
   

   

eral to increase the effi-

ciency and accessibility of 

its services to the pub-

lic.  The Consulate Gen-

eral also represents a 

commitment to preserving 

and protecting the envi-

ronment.  The complex 

has been built using the 

U.S. Green Building Coun-

cil’s LEED (Leadership in 

Energy and Environmental 

Design) principles and 

incorporates environment

-friendly features in its 

water, environmental, and 

lighting systems.  The 

compound is the second 

purpose-built American 

diplomatic facility in the 

UAE; the first, the U.S. 

Embassy in Abu Dhabi, 

opened in 2004.  

November 20,  2011 Du-

bai – Ambassador Michael 

H. Corbin, Consul General 

Justin Siberell, and Sheikh 

Maktoum bin Mohamed al 

Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of 

Dubai, presided over the 

official dedication of the 

new U.S. Consulate Gen-

eral in Dubai.  Represen-

tatives of the UAE and 

Dubai governments, aca-

demics, businesspeople, 

cultural figures, and mem-

bers of the diplomatic 

corps attended the dedica-

tion ceremony, which be-

gan with a flag-raising 

ceremony by the U.S. Ma-

rines.   

In August, the U.S. Con-

sulate General moved 

from its longtime home in 

Dubai’s World Trade Cen-

ter to a new facility in Bur 

Dubai adjacent to the Du-

bai Creek and the Consu-

lates of Saudi Arabia and 

Qatar.  The new Consulate 

General is located on land 

generously donated to the 

United States by His High-

ness Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Ruler of Dubai and Vice 

President of the United 

Arab Emirates.   

Ambassador Corbin said, 

“The U.S. Mission to the 

United Arab Emirates is 

honored to open this new 

compound during 2011, 

the year in which we are 

marking 40 years of U.S.-

UAE diplomatic relations,” 

adding “This new Consu-

late General will play an 

important role in deepen-

ing and broadening our 

already vibrant relation-

ship, for the next 40 years 

and beyond.”   

The new facility represents 

a significant commitment 

by the United States to its 

presence in Dubai and will 

allow the Consulate Gen-

Opening of  the New United States 

Consulate General Dubai 
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2003. Ambassador Corbin 

served as Director of the 

Counter-Narcotics Section 

at the U.S. Embassy in 

Caracas, Venezuela from 

1997 to 2001 and Political

-Military Affairs Officer at 

the U.S. Embassy in Cairo, 

Egypt from 1994 to 1997. 

His first overseas post was 

at the U.S. Embassy in 

Kuwait City, Kuwait from 

1987 to 1989. Ambassa-

dor Corbin joined the For-

eign Service in 1985. 

 

Prior to joining the Foreign 

Service, Ambassador Cor-

bin served in the Peace 

Corps from 1982 to 1984 

in Mauritania. He received 

a bachelor’s degree from 

Swarthmore College.  

Michael H. Corbin 

arrived in the 

United Arab 

Emirates on July 

27, 2011.  He 

was nominated 

as the U.S. Am-

bassador to the 

United Arab 

Emirates by 

President Barack Obama 

on May 5, 2011.  His 

nomination was confirmed 

by the U.S. Senate on 

June 30, and he was 

sworn in by Under Secre-

tary of State for Political 

Affairs William J. Burns on 

July 25.   

 

A career member of the 

Senior Foreign Service, he 

most recently served as 

Deputy Assistant Secre-

tary of State in the Bureau 

of Near Eastern Affairs. 

Prior to this assignment, 

he was Minister-Counselor 

for Political-Military Affairs 

at the U.S. Embassy in 

Baghdad from 2008 to 

2009 and Chargé d’Af-

faires at the U.S. Embassy 

in Damascus, Syria from 

2006 to 2008. 

 

Ambassador Corbin served 

as Minister Counselor for 

Economic and Political Af-

fairs at the U.S. Embassy 

in Cairo from 2003 to 

2006. He was Deputy Di-

rector of the Office of Ara-

bian Peninsula Affairs in 

the Bureau of Near East-

ern Affairs from 2001 to 

Ambassador of  the United States 

to the United Arab Emirates  

Consul General Justin Siberell 
Mr. Siberell was raised in 

the U.S. State of Califor-

nia and attended the 

University of California at 

Berkeley where he re-

ceived a Bachelor of Arts 

Degree in History.  He 

joined the U.S. Foreign 

Service in 1993. 

Mr. Siberell’s overseas 

assignments include ser-

vice at U.S. Embassies 

and Consulates in Bagh-

dad, Iraq; Amman, Jor-

dan; Alexandria, Egypt; 

Dubai, United Arab Emir-

ates; and Panama City, 

Panama.   

 In Washington, Mr. Si-

berell completed tours in 

the State Department Op-

erations Center and Ex-

ecutive Secretariat, and 

as Desk Officer for Iran in 

the Bureau of Near East-

ern Affairs and as Execu-

tive Assistant to the     

National Security Advisor 

at the White House. 

Mr. Siberell is a 2002 

graduate of the State De-

partment’s Arabic Lan-

guage Field School in Tu-

nis, Tunisia.  He is married 

to the former Arnavaz Mo-

tiwalla, and has three chil-

dren.  Mr. Siberell speaks 

Arabic and Spanish. 

Ambassador   

Michael H.   

Corbin 

Consul General 

Justin Siberell 

U . S .  C o n s u l a t e  G e n e r a l  D u b a i  N e w s l e t t e r  
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functions like the annual 

Marine Ball.  These func-
tions bring the Consulate 
community closer and also 
reaches out to the Ameri-
can citizens and the local 
community in Dubai as 

well. All MSG functions 

and upcoming events can 
be found on our Facebook 
page:  Marine Detachment 
Dubai. Look them up and 
drop them a friend re-
quest.  
 

 

The Marine Security Guard 
Detachment Dubai, U.A.E. is 
the first of its kind in the 26 
years of an established U. S. 
Consulate in Dubai. MSG De-

tachment Dubai was officially 
activated on 17 July 2011 to 
allow the movement from 
the World Trade Center loca-
tion to the new Consulate 

compound on the Dubai 
Creek.    It is one of many 

units in the Gulf area belong-
ing to Region 2 (Near East 
and South Asia), Marine 
Corps Embassy Security 
Group.  
      
The Primary Mission of the 

Marine Security Guard is to 
provide internal security ser-
vices at designated United 
States Diplomatic and Con-
sular facilities to prevent the 
compromise of classified in-

formation and equipment 

vital to the national security 
of the United States of 
America. 
 
The Secondary Mission of the 
Marine Security Guard is to 

provide protection for United 
States citizens and United 
States Government property 
located within designated 
United States Diplomatic and 
Consular premises during 

exigent circumstances. 

This Detachment will be 
prepared to execute plans 
for the protection of the 
Mission and its personnel 
as directed by the Ambas-
sador or Consul General.  

 
A United States Marine is 
on duty 24/7. The Marine 
Security Guard is a highly  
trained warrior, but they 
have a softer side as well. 
This is where the Marines 

take part in planning com-
munity events and MSG 

The Marines are in the House 

November 20, 2011 

Dedication ceremony 

for the US Consulate 

General 

U . S .  C o n s u l a t e  G e n e r a l  D u b a i  N e w s l e t t e r  
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ing the instructions in the Voting 

Assistance Guide, also available 

at FVAP.gov.  

Be sure you include a phone and/

or fax number and an email ad-

dress on your absentee ballot ap-

plication in case your local elec-

tion official needs to contact you. 

And, remember, many States al-

low you to submit your form elec-

tronically, and deliver your ballot 

electronically or provide online 

ballot access. Go to FVAP.gov or 

your State’s election website to 

see how you can return your 

form. You can find your State's 

website at FVAP's web portal: 

http://www.fvap.gov/reference/

links.html. Voter Alert Telephone: 

703-588-1584 E-mail: 

Overseas voters should submit 

a Federal Post Card Application 

(FPCA) NOW to ensure they 

have the opportunity to vote in 

the upcoming early Presiden-

tial Primary Elections:  

New Hampshire: TBD*  

South Carolina: January 21, 

2012  

Florida: January 31, 2012  

Go to FVAP.gov and get 

started! It only takes a few 

minutes!  

Register to Vote and Re-

quest Your Ballot Now!  

Many States allow you to vote 

only in the year your ballot re-

quest (FPCA) is received, but 

due to the early primary dates, 

these States have made an ex-

ception. These States allow you 

to submit your FPCA now in 

2011 so that you receive your 

State ballot and return it in time 

to be counted for these prima-

ries. *At this time, New Hamp-

shire has not determined its 

Presidential Primary date. An 

FPCA received by New Hamp-

shire Town or City Clerks on or 

after January 2011 is valid 

through the 2012 Presidential 

Primary.  

HOWEVER, to ensure you are 

eligible to vote in other 2012 

elections, including the General 

Presidential election, you must 

submit an FPCA AGAIN in Janu-

ary of 2012!  

All American citizens residing 

outside the U.S. who are resi-

dents from one of the States 

mentioned above should submit 

an FPCA for these elections by 

going to FVAP.gov or by follow-

FLORIDA, NEW HAMPSHIRE, SOUTH CAROLINA VOTERS: 

SUBMIT YOUR REGISTRATION AND BALLOT REQUEST 

FORM FOR UPCOMING EARLY PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES 

U . S .  C o n s u l a t e  G e n e r a l  D u b a i  N e w s l e t t e r  
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Did you know... 
 In 1973, the UAE Dirham was introduced throughout the United Arab 

Emirates. 

 More than 320 migratory bird species pass through Dubai in the spring and autumn. 

 The waters of Dubai are home to more than 300 species of fish. 

 The Dubai Metro is the first urban train network in the Arabian Peninsula. 

http://www.fvap.gov/reference/links.html
http://www.fvap.gov/reference/links.html
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         American Trivia 

 

U . S .  C o n s u l a t e  G e n e r a l  D u b a i  N e w s l e t t e r  

 

1. How many stripes are on the American flag ? 

2. What number president was Benjamin Franklin? 

3. Where was the 1st American Embassy? 

4. How many presidents were born in Massachusetts? 

5. Of the three figures, which is closest to the population of the United States of America? 

                     A. 225 million    B. 275 million    C. 311 million 

Holiday Recipe 
 
These thumbprint cookies are easy to make and are a real treat to eat. Fill these cookies with your 

favorite jam or preserves.  To make them more festive for the holidays, add some green sprinkles 

to give them a wreath-like appearance. 

Ingredients: 

1 cup butter, room temperature (2 sticks)   1 large egg 
finely chopped hazelnuts, pecans, or walnuts  2 1/2 cups of flour 
2 teaspoons vanilla      3/4 cup sugar 
1/2 teaspoon almond extract     jam or preserves 

Preparation:  Pre heat oven to 350°.  Lightly grease a cookie sheet or line with parchment or sili-

cone baking mat. Beat butter and sugar together until smooth and creamy. Beat in vanilla, almond 
extract, and egg. Stir in the flour until well blended. Form dough into small balls, about 3/4- to 1-
inch in diameter. Roll each ball of dough in the finely chopped nuts to coat lightly, place on a lightly 

greased or lined cookie sheet, and make an indentation in each cookie with your finger or thumb. 
With a 1/2-teaspoon measuring spoon, fill each indentation with jam or preserves. Bake for 12 to 14 
minutes, until set and lightly browned on bottoms.  
Makes about 3 1/2 to 4 dozen cookies.  

Consular Chief     

Christopher Machin 

very busy preparing for the 
Presidential Elections in No-
vember.  Be sure to read the 
information on overseas vot-

ing in this edition of the 
newsletter. 

We’ll always try to include 

useful tips and reminders 
about the services we offer 
at the Consulate, but please 
feel free to write to us at 

DubaiWarden@state.gov and 
let us know what topics are 
of interest to you! 

Happy Holidays! 

Chris 

Greetings from the new U.S. 
Consulate General, Dubai! 

My name is Christopher Machin 
and I arrived in Dubai just after 
the new Consulate opened on 
the banks of the Creek.  Our 
new facilities are far more spa-

cious and comfortable than our 
previous location at the World 
Trade Center – we even have a 
café!  You can renew your 

passport and enjoy a cappuc-
cino!  

I’m pleased to join the Ameri-

can citizen community in Du-
bai.  My previous experience 
has included tours in China, 
Cyprus, and Botswana.  Each 

place has offered interesting 
opportunities, both personally 
and professionally, and I look 
forward to learning what my 
time in the United Arab Emir-
ates has in store for me. 

In 2012, I know the American 
Citizen Services unit will be 

Chris’ Corner 

1. 13;   2. He was not a president;   3. Tangier, Morocco;   4. 4;   5. c 

 

mailto:DubaiWarden@state.gov
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Upcoming Holidays/Consulate Closing 

December 25, 2011:  Christmas Day 

January 1, 2012:  New Year’s Day 

January 15, 2012:  Martin Luther King Day 

February 5, 2012:  The Prophets Birthday* 

February 19, 2012:  Washington’s Birthday  

*Denotes UAE religious holidays which are dependent upon the 

sighting of the moon and are likely to vary from the above estimated dates.   

 

Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) 

All Americans in the United Arab Emirates, whether visiting or residing here, are encouraged 

to register their presence using the Department of State’s convenient online system. By reg-

istering, you will be able to receive warden messages directly via email. You will also help 

the Consulate General better assist you in the event of an emergency. If the timings of your 

trip or your contact details change, you can just visit the website and update the informa-

tion. Please take a moment to register your presence – or to update your information at 

travel.state.gov. 

Contact Us 

Telephone number:  +971 4 309 4000 

Public call-in hours:  Sunday through 

Thursday 8:00am-12:00pm 

Email:  Dubaiwarden@state.gov 

Emergency:  +971 2 414 2200 

Dubai Emergency Numbers 

Police/Ambulance::  999  

Fire: 997  

P a g e  6  

ACS Appointment System 

We realize that visiting the Consulate can take 

significant time out of your day.  In order to pro-

vide the most efficient service, the American Citi-

zen Section at the US Consulate General in Dubai 

has established an appointment system for rou-

tine services.  Please book an appointment online 

at  dubai.usconsulate.gov under US Citizen Ser-

vices.  When you have made your appointment a 

confirmation page will appear on your screen.  

Please print the confirmation page and bring it 

with you on the day of your appointment. 

Emergency Services will still be provided as 

needed. 

U . S .  C o n s u l a t e  G e n e r a l  D u b a i  N e w s l e t t e r  

https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs/ui/
mailto:Dubaiwarden@state.gov

