Ali Omar Ermes

Harfal Kaf, 2005
Silkscreen lithograph on print paper, edition 18%/250
105x80cm

Renowned Libyan artist Ali Omar Ermes is not simply a painter, for his paintings have
another aspect which takes them outside the mainstream of standard artistic expression.
Having begun life as a poet, he now uses Arabic literary quotations as part of his com-
positions, The work of Ermes can be found in collections around the world including the
Tate Britain, The British Museum, The Ashmolean, The Smithsonian Institute in Wash-
ington DC, Beit Al Quran in Bahrain, The Mational Gallery of Jordan as well as leading
private collections.
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Jalal Lugman
Princess of Darkness, 2006
Digital art on metallic paper, 89x66cm

Jalal Lugman’s work borders between the modern and the gothic - resulting in unique
pieces that are confessions of the soul. From digital works 1o monumental sculpture,
each one portrays the inner most emotions of mankind. Lugman has become an impor-
tant name on the Emirati art scene and has exhibited internationally in New York,
Kuwait, Japan, Egypt, Morocco, Czech Republic, China and Washington DC. He fre-
quently visits international art events as a member of official UAE delegations. Lugman
is a strong advocate of Emirati arts practice and arts education in UAE schools. In
addition to public speaking, he conducts many seminars and workshops in schools,
colleges and universities at home and abroad.
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Abdul Rahim Salem
Unititled, 2010
Mixed media, 65x56cm

Abdul Rahim Salem is one the pioneers in contemporary art in the UAE and Gulf and
continuously surprises his audience with new works. Salem has been inspirational to
many young artists in the UAE and has taken part in dozens of exhibitions. His explora-
tion of a variety of media proves his excellence is not only in painting but also in areas
such as sculpture.
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Mona Saudi
The Petra Tablets, Adonis 10, 1997
Limited edition lithograph, 90x60cm

Jordanian Mona Saudi is one of the region’s foremost sculptors. Renowned for her large
scale public stone sculptures, her works are held in international collections including
the Mational Gallery of Fine Arts, Amman; Institut du Monde Arabe, Paris; Mational
Museum for Women in the Arts, Washington, DC; and Sharjah Museum, UAE. Saudi’s
limited edition lithographs of her drawings, * The Perra Tablets, Adonis,” are works
which are inspired by Adonis” poetry. The forms in these drawings recall Saudi’s sculp-
tures, as she always refers to sculpture in her work, and are drawn in China ink with
backgrounds tinted with diluted coffee, recreating the color of the desert.

. I.f"‘_!“-'sl._r.""'
\‘\‘\V‘\_;..,u_,.al.g_).-..\.il'l_)s..h_,l
R o Py

bl Ay mall il gaiay gogaadl e il Sl E 8 Y1 Sl e gageldl e JGLED s
G e gbeny Alaall gl ikl Caaiall b Al Al e panall e Lgllasl g et Sum anall
LY Al gy 8,020 ey il g Gl e el i gl cinially (pa s (g a) (gl gy
S gl 530 QIS S35y i ol jad G g2l e Lgda g 3 (1997) "ol — 1" lgia ) e
s dla g el el Caay da gl y Al Lgilee) B ol gplad Lo Laily Cua i gacdl i Sy

-“1,}"*4“;1)“11‘{_:“‘“55;'1“:“335:).!]“1“?5

Mohamed Ghani Hikmat
Untitled, 2004
Colored pencil & charcoal on paper, 77x53cm

Hikmat was an Iraqi sculptor and artist credited with creating some of Baghdad's high-
est profile sculptures and monuments. He also spearheaded the recovery of art looted
from the National Museum of Iraq in the afiermath of the 2003 invasion of Irag. He
graduated from the Fine Arts Institute in Baghdad in 1953, Hikmat was a leading mem-
ber of the Baghdad Group for Modern Art and the Al-Zawiya Group.
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“Connecting people to people through the visual arts advances freedom of
expression and invites an exchange of ideas.”

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
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Crossing Generations

A Selection of Emirati and Arab Contemporary Art
Jrom the ADMAF Art Collection

JLay Ll

o _palrall o j2ll g Al pLle¥) il pe & jlise
Loidl) laiidall

o dellga slaill, s bhgld rgn=p
Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation



2013

Crossing Generations: A Selection of Emirati and Arab Contemporary Art from
the Abu Dhabi Music And Arts Foundation Art Collection

LS. Ambassador Michael Corbin’s Residence, Abu Dhabi

The Abu Dhabi Music and Arts Foundation (ADMAF) Art Collection consists of works
by established and emerging artists who reflect the modern and contemporary Middle
East sector. It is comprised of a growing body of work that advocates the creativity of
the UAE and beyond, as well as the artistic innovation nurtured in the region. By exhib-
iting the collection, ADMAF seeks to advocate, educate, and inform about the dyna-
mism of contemporary art from the UAE and the Middle East. This exhibit focuses on
the theme of intergenerational artistic interaction.

Building upon the cultural relationship between ADMAF and the U.S. Embassy, the
exhibition *Crossing Generations® reflects a mutual commitment to showcase local and
regional artistic talent. OFf the artworks available, Ambassador Corbin selected works
that reflect both his personal and professional path. Having chosen artists largely from
the countries he has served in, the exhibition reinforces the notion that Abu Dhabi is
truly a hub of cross-cultural and intergenerational dialogue and expression. The Ambas-
sador ofien opens the doors of his residence to host gatherings and visiting groups. The
functional role of the residence will allow a large and diverse audience to experience
this very special collection in a unique setting.
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Mattar bin Lahej
Glaries, 2008
Acrylic on canvas, 60x60cm

Bin Lahej is an active painter, sculpior and photographer who has been recognized over
the last few years through his participation in exhibitions both locally and internation-
ally, such as Abu Dhabi Art and the Berlin Art Fair, Germany, as well as in Morocco
and Kuwait. Bin Lahej is an accomplished self-taught and self-represented artist, who
has garnered the attention of contemporary art collectors in the UAE. He uses his own
techniques that include a unique approach to brushwork. He has prepared, organized and
managed many workshops and nurtures young talent through his annual children’s
summer camps ‘More than Art," which are held at his own gallery, Marsam Mattar. Bin
Lahej runs workshops all over UAE and coordinates many exhibitions inside and out-
side his gallery.
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Karima Al Shomaly
Silence 1, 2007
Acrylic on canvas, 120x120cm

The first Emirati to pursue a Ph.D. in Fine Art, Sharjah native Al Shomaly is truly a
pioneer of contemporary Emirati art. Her prints, photography and installations have
been featured in many exhibitions both in the UAE and internationally including
London, Vienna, Cairo, Belgium and Algeria. Recent exhibitions include: Sho-
popolis, Shubbak Festival, London (20010 1), Arabia Culture from Sharjah, Japan
(2009}, Across the Gulf, Brisbane Biennial, Australia (2009); Traverses, Grand
Palais, Paris (2008); Neravan Gallery, Tehran, Iran (2007); Musee du Louvre,
Paris, France (2007); Institut du Monde Arabe, Paris (2006); Centro Andalusia de
Arte Contemporaneo, Seville, Spain (2006); Languages of The Desert, Kunst
Museum, Bonn, Germany (2003). Al-Shomaly's work has been bought by private
galleries in London, New York, France, Dubai and Spain and has been recognized
with prizes including Second Prize at the Sharjah International Art Biennial, two
Sultan Al-Owais awards (2002, 2005) and at the Egyptian Print Triennial (2006).
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Adam Henein
Spoon Bird, 1972-2008
Bronze, 17.3x23x4d3cem
Egyptian Adam Henein received his diploma from the Academy of Fine Arts in
Cairo in 1953, Thereafter, he quickly found fame as a sculptor first in Cairo then in
the Middle East. He received the Luxor Prize in sculpture from 1954-56. After
moving to Paris in 1971, he started to explore the possibilities of painting. His
forms became progressively more open, bold and full of reference to his sculpture
by virtue of their geometric juxtaposition of earth colors, animated by lively vet
subdued tonality accentuated by the third dimension of the papyrus. Featured in the
2010 Abu Dhabi Festival, Henein is the Founder and Director of the annual Interna-
tional Sculpture Symposium in Aswan. He draws on his vast international experi-
ence, while maintaining a local cachet. Pyramids, pharoanic kings and sections of
hieroglyphs appear in his work, reminding us constantly of Henein’s Egyptian
identity.
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Hamdan Buti Al Shamsi
Space, 2001
Digital Art, 50x70cm

Hamdan Buti Al Shamsi was born in Al Ain in 1981, He is a self-taught photographer,
graphic designer and writer. He won first prize in drawing and short story writing as a
young undergraduate at UAE University. He is a freelance website and graphic designer
and often undertakes voluntary photography work. For the last five vears, he has been
working as a schoolteacher and has taught courses in graphic design and photography.
Al Shamsi has exhibited in many group exhibitions including "Unconventional
(Mubadala, Abu Dhabi), and '"UAE — A Work of Art' (Ara Gallery, Dubai). He was
recently commissioned to create site-specific digital artworks for the Qattara Arts Cen-
tre, Al Ain,
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Abdul Qader Al Rais
Untitled from the Impressionist Collection, 1990
Limited edition print, 80x6%cm

One of the most important and highly celebrated artists of the UAE, Abdul Qader Al
Rais’ body of work is recognizable through his signature pencil and watercolor sketches.
Largely self-taught, his interest in traditional local architectural gems and nature are
depicted with a sense of romantic realism. Having won his first award in Dubai’s first
Youth Exhibition in 1975, Al Rais has gone on to win dozens of awards for his unique
artwork,
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Hassan Massoudy
Toute beaute est joie gui demenre, 2005
Water-based pigment on paper 75x55cm

The featured visual artist in the 2012 Abu Dhabi Festival, Hassan Massoudys oeuvre
demonstrates not only his mastery of calligraphy, but also the complete manipulation of
the spectrum of colors. Born in rural Irag, he moved to Baghdad in the early 1960°s to
study traditional calligraphy. Eight vears later, his move to Paris would be a turning
point in his artistic practice. He was thus influenced both by Arabic masters and by the
great western artists. As a contemporary artist whose work bridges the divide between
West and East, Massoudy's signature style is immediately recognizable around the
world,
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