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 Thank you, Ambassador Corbin. 

 

 Good Evening, everyone.  Thank you for coming.   

 

 Your Excellency Shaykha Lubna bint Khalid al Qassimi, Minister of Foreign 

Trade, Ambassador Corbin, Distinguished Guests.    

 

 Thank you for joining us in celebrating our National Day, which by tradition 

we mark at a time to coincide with the annual President's Day holiday in the 

United States.   

 

 We also seem to coinciding with the wildest weather of the new year, which is 

ironic since we do this in February to avoid the weather of July.   

 

 And while we honor on this occasion our greatest presidents, men like George 

Washington and Abraham Lincoln who saw our country safely and surely 

through tumultuous periods of upheaval and conflict, we also celebrate tonight 

the extraordinary partnership the United States enjoys with the United Arab 

Emirates.    



 The United States is proud of its relationship with the UAE, a nation 

establishing an increasingly vital role in the achievement of peace, prosperity, 

and stability in this region, and well beyond.     

 

 We are thankful for the leadership of their Highnesses the members of the 

UAE Supreme Council for sustaining and supporting this relationship, in 

particular His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed al Nahyan, President of the 

UAE, and His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Rashid al Maktoum, Vice 

President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai.    

 

 Like those American Presidents who steered our country through challenge 

and change, the UAE has for its forty remarkable years of history been blessed 

with wise and forward looking leadership.     

 

 In looking to assess our relationship with the UAE, we often turn to figures 

and statistics – the phenomenal growth we see in bilateral trade, travel and 

tourism, for instance, the number of new direct air links, amount of 

investment, growing numbers of students moving in both directions or even  

the production and red carpet premiering of blockbuster action films.  (one of 

which this past year featured a sand storm no one thought possible until this 

past weekend.) 

  But although figures and statistics are interesting measures, and certainly do 

tell a story, what really binds our two countries are the thousands and 



thousands of individual friendships between Emiratis and Americans, built 

and strengthened over time.  They create the foundation for a partnership that 

endures on the basis of trust and mutual respect.     

 Among those friendships we are most appreciative of is that with our guest of 

honor this evening, Her Excellency Sheikha Lubna.  There are many to  

congratulate for the spectacular 43 percent growth in U.S. – UAE trade over 

the past year  – American and Emirati manufacturers principal among them of 

course.  But there is no one who works harder to expand these trade links than 

Her Excellency the Minister.   

 

 Her leadership has helped to establish the UAE as the preeminent business 

and trade hub for a broad and expanding region linking East, West, North and 

South.  Thank you again for your leadership, Minister, and for honoring us 

with your presence this evening.      

 

 In addition to joining with the Emirati people in celebration of the UAE's 40th 

anniversary, and the significant increase in our bilateral trade last year, over 

eighteen billion dollars in two-way trade, 2011 was memorable for another 

important event for which I am particularly proud – the completion and 

relocation of our new Consulate General to the banks of the Dubai creek.     

 This fabulous new facility represents a significant commitment by the United 

States to its presence in Dubai and the Northern Emirates and will enable us to 

more effectively serve our partners in the community.     



 

 Whether to apply for a visa, learn about studying in the United States at our 

new EducationUSA Advising Center, renew a passport, register an American 

citizen birth, or participate in an official event or cultural program—we 

encourage you to visit our new Consulate General.   

 

 It would not have been possible for us to achieve the completion of our new 

Consulate in so short a time -- just two years between ground breaking and 

final completion -- without the tremendous support of multiple departments 

and branches of the Dubai government -- His Highness the Ruler's Diwan, 

RTA, DEWA, the Dubai Municipality, Dubai Police, and so many others 

provided exceptional support throughout the project. 

 

 This will be my last National Day celebration as U.S. Consul General in 

Dubai and the Northern Emirates.  My wife Arnavaz and I will complete our 

tour here this summer, and will be returning to Washington. 

 

 As we do so, we will forever be thankful for the great friendships we have 

made here, and the support we have received.  As some of you may know, 

Arnie and I actually met in Dubai in the 1990’s, when I was serving in my 

second tour in the Foreign Service.   

 



 Arnie’s family has an attachment here extending back to the 1960’s, and our 

youngest son was born here.  The UAE will therefore always be a very special 

place for us.   

 

 We have known the Emirates as a place of great warmth and openness, 

tolerance and dynamism.  A place where people of all nationalities are 

welcomed in, even when the world around is roiling, to build and to thrive, 

and to contribute to the establishment of something special.   

 

 The people and leadership of the UAE share with the United States an 

essential optimism about the world, and a determination to engage with it.  To 

shape events rather than to be shaped by them, and that is why we find so 

much common ground between us.  It has been a supreme honor for me to 

serve here these past years, and we will greatly miss it when we do go.   

 As we celebrate today, I would like to express my very deep thanks to some 

who have made this evening possible:  The management and staff of the 

Grand Hyatt hotel, Dubai police, to whom we owe a great debt of gratitude, 

and our fantastic team at the U.S. Consulate General who pulled this evening 

together.   

 None of this would be possible, of course, without the support of our generous 

sponsors – the American businesses who play such an integral role in the 

strong commercial relationship between the U.S. and UAE.     

 



 

 Thank you all again for coming.  Please enjoy the evening.  We will have a 

very nice performance for you shortly by Nicole Taylor, Sara al Quwaini and 

Daniel Ernst.   

 

 And now, if I might ask our guest of honor to join us in the ceremonial cutting 

of the National Day cake.   

 

 


