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MEPI Medregion Update 

Newsletter  is produced 

by the Middle East 

Partnership Initiative 

(MEPI) Regional Office 

at the U.S. Embassy in 

Tunis, Tunisia.  

 

Editor-in-Chief: 

   Keith R. Krause 

Editor:  

   Khaoula Touati 

 

We welcome your 

comments and 

suggestions. 

   MEPI local grant project 

―Egyptians Against Corruption‖ 

is supporting all Egyptians in 

confronting corruption. MEPI 

g r a n t e e  A f r o - E g y p t i a n 

Organization for Human Rights 

(AEHRO) is mobilizing broad 

support for the implementation 

o f  the  United Nations 

Convention Against Corruption 

(UNCAC) in Egypt. AEHRO 

conducted a series of six 

workshops in Egypt targeting 

different stakeholders: civil 

society, lawyers and the 

j u d i c i a r y ,  m e m b e r s  o f 

parliament, the independent 

press, and key figures from the 

public and private sectors.  

   A total of 107 participants 

benefited from these workshops, 

which were tailored to each 

audience. The workshop for civil 

society representatives placed 

specific emphasis on article 13 of 

Egyptians Against Corruption  

the United Nations Convention 

Against Corruption, which 

relates to civil society’s 

participation in anti-corruption 

activities and the agreed 

m e c h a n i s m s  f o r 

implementation.    

  A second workshop targeted  

20 Lawyers and focused on 

articles 11 and 37, which relate 

to  coopera t i on  in  law 

enforcement agencies and 

article 33, which relates to 

protection of whistle blowers 

and the media.  

   A third workshop for 20 

Reporters emphasized article 

10, which relates to Public 

Reporting. 

 

 Learn more on the United 

Nations Convention against 

Corruption:  

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/

treaties/CAC/index.html 

Stay Connected with MEPI  
       E-mail: mepi- medregion@state.gov 

       Website: medregion.mepi.state.gov 

― T h e  A f r o -

Egyptian Human 

Rights Organization AEHRO  

is a non-profit civil society 

organization led by apolitical 

professionals who believe that all 

ci t izens empowered with 

moni to ring  can  act ive ly 

participate in public life and 

positively influence much needed 

improvements at a moment in 

time where Africa & Egypt are 

experiencing a mild increase in 

the level of national & political 

awareness. As such we believe 

that it is our duty to help fellow 

citizens capture & harness the 

positive impact of these changes 

and use it to create a much more 

proactive society: one that is 

hardworking & responsible, that 

is inclusive & tolerant, a society 

that can select its leaders and 

hold them accountable.‖ 

http://www.aehro.org 

A participant during a workskhop 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/CAC/index.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/CAC/index.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/MEPIRoTunis
http://www.facebook.com/USMEPI
http://twitter.com/MEPIMedregion


 

 

 M E D R E G I O N  U P D A T E  P A G E  2  

MEPI’s alumni network will 

help amplify the impact of your 

MEPI-funded project. Many of 

our implementers have 

requested more information 

about staying connected to 

MEPI ,  and with  that 

beneficiaries of MEPI projects 

want to learn about how they 

can continue to be involved in 

MEPI projects, or even receive 

MEPI funding for their own 

projects.  This Grants-At-Work 

section will discuss the 

importance and usefulness of 

maintaining contact with 

MEPI, as well as how project 

implementers can connect 

project beneficiaries with 

MEPI.   

Using MEPI’s alumni network 

will help implementers and 

beneficiaries closely follow 

activities that MEPI funds all 

over the world. It will give 

insight to what types of projects 

MEPI supports, as well as the 

change other implementers are 

making in other countries. 

Hopefully this will influence 

Alumni Networking 

your organization to continue 

innovating and developing its 

ideas. By assisting your 

organization in maintaining a 

strong working relationship 

with MEPI, the network opens 

opportunities for future 

partnership. 

The alumni network brings 

together MEPI partners from 

all over the world, and affords 

them the ability to share ideas 

and learn from each other’s 

experiences in their respective 

home countries in the Middle 

East and North Africa.   MEPI 

alumni can create more 

contacts in civil society and 

development throughout the 

region, widening the scope of 

their organization’s influence 

and advancing its goals. 

Lastly, the MEPI alumni 

network is a great resource for 

participants who want to 

begin their own projects. 

Beneficiaries will have the 

chance to learn from other 

organizations and projects in 

their home countries or 

throughout the MENA region.  

They will be able to share their 

ideas with a diverse group of 

passionate individuals who 

will help them refine their 

ideas into effective projects. 

Exposure to the MEPI alumni 

network will help beneficiaries 

of MEPI-funded projects make 

even greater progress and 

reform in their communities.  

In order to help the MEPI 

alumni network to grow and 

function to the best of its 

abilities, implementers of 

MEPI-funded projects must 

help connect their participants 

to MEPI. Implementers should 

make sure that all of the 

participants in their programs 

register for the MEPI Alumni 

Network. Implementers should 

provide their beneficiaries 

w i t h  M E P I ’ s  c o n t a c t 

information such as its social 

network pages. Organizations 

should also provide MEPI with 

a list of participants in their 

projects as well as their 

contact information so that 

MEPI can make sure 

connections with a project’s 

beneficiaries are made and 

kept intact. 

MEPI’s alumni network 

provides a number of resources 

for making connections. You 

can register for the alumni 

network on the website, follow 

the MEPI Facebook and 

Twitter pages, or even share 

your MEPI story, which MEPI 

may display on its webpage.  

Learn more about the MEPI 

Alumni Network: 

https://mepialumni.state.gov/ 

Join the Alumni Facebook 

group: 

 

http : / /www.facebook.com/

h o m e . p h p # / g r o u p . p h p ?

gid=2345164412 

 

Register to become a MEPI 

Alumnus: 

https://mepialumni.state.gov/

registerop=auth;method=creat

eAccount 

 

 

Welcome to New MEPI Staff  

   

  MEPI Regional Office in 

Tunis is very pleased to 

welcome our new Director 

Richard M. Johannsen.  

  Mr. Johannsen was most 

recently the Public Affairs 

Officer at the U.S. 

Embassy in Yaoundé, 

Cameroon.  He has been a 

diplomat with the United 

States Department of State 

since 1995 and has had 

diplomatic assignments at 

U . S .  E m b a s s i e s  i n 

Georgetown, Guyana (1995-

97); Paris, France (1998-2000); 

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso 

(2000 -03 ) ;  Copenhagen , 

Denmark (2004-08); and 

Yaounde, Cameroon (2008-11).   

   Before  jo ining the 

diplomatic service he was a 

corporate lawyer in Seattle, 

Washington and Anchorage, 

Alaska, where he was a 

partner in an international 

law firm. Mr. Johannsen 

received his B.A. degree in 

Economics from Stanford 

University in California in 

1978, and his Juris Doctorate 

degree from the University of 

Washington School of Law in 

Seattle in 1982.  He was born 

in Jacksonville, Florida, grew 

up in Santa Barbara, 

California, and spent most of 

his adult life living in Alaska 

before going to work for the 

U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 

State.  Mr. Johannsen speaks 

French and Danish. 

We wish him a warm 

welcome! 
   

Richard M. Johannsen  

https://mepialumni.state.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/group.php?gid=2345164412
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/group.php?gid=2345164412
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/group.php?gid=2345164412
https://mepialumni.state.gov/register?op=auth;method=createAccount
https://mepialumni.state.gov/register?op=auth;method=createAccount
https://mepialumni.state.gov/register?op=auth;method=createAccount


 

 

   Regional Anti-corruption Conference 

Towards Promotion of Transparency and Combating Corruption 

 M E D R E G I O N  U P D A T E  P A G E  3  

   In partnership with MEPI and as part 

of its civil society project entitled 

―Towards Promotion of Transparency and 

Combating Corruption‖, the NGO 

Partners Jordan, in collaboration with the 

Parliamentarians against Corruption 

Association in Egypt organized a regional 

conference on anti-corruption in Jordan 

from the 25th – 26th of July 2011. Key 

political and civil society figures and 24 

regional organizations from Algeria, 

Bahrain Egypt, Emirates, Jordan, 

Morocco, Lebanon,  Tunisia, and Yemen  

attended the conference. Nine esteemed 

speakers gave presentations on their 

experiences in combating corruption in 

their countries.           

   Participants had very fruitful 

conversations where they exchanged 

opinions and discussed the status of 

corruption and means of combating it. 

Participants also came up with 

recommendations to overcome challenges 

and to enhance the roles of the 

governmental, nongovernmental and 

private sectors as follows: 

 Adopting a rights-based approach when 

working on integrity and anti- 

corruption issues, linking the 

obtainment of public services with the 

rights to health, education, work and 

development. Such an approach equates 

corruption with robbing citizens of their 

rights  

 Enhancing the technical side of anti 

corruption by adopting specific practical 

techniques and methodologies in NGO’s 

work. 

 Linking the programs of integrity and 

anticorruption with other civic 

programs and campaigns related to 

human rights demands that focus on 

critical issues such as privatization 

cases and international development. 

 Building partnerships and collaboration 

between NGOs and government 

without jeopardizing the autonomy of 

NGOs. 

 Building collaboration and partnerships 

among NGOs by creating coalitions to 

tackle integrity and anti-corruption 

issues and distributing roles and 

responsibilities amongst them in 

accordance with their capacity.  

 Building a comprehensive detailed 

roster listing all existing experts 

working on anticorruption and integrity 

topics from around the region in order to 

benefit from their experiences.  

 Awareness programs directed toward 

whistleblowers witnesses and reporters 

on corruption cases and practices.  

 Promotion of using the broad concept of 

civil society (people) instead of its 

narrow concept (organizations) 

 Adopting strict bylaws, regulations and 

procedures to govern for NGO’s internal 

operations based on transparency so 

they are perceived as bodies that posses 

integrity from the side of donors, people 

and government. The concept of good 

governance is not limited only to 

government. 

 Enhancing communities’ awareness of 

their responsibilities and rights toward 

anti-corruption.  

 Building capacity  on a clear structure 

and procedures for developing, writing 

up and reporting on corruption cases. 

Recommendat i ons  re l evant  to  

government’s role. 

 Supporting and adding to the 

constitution the principle of the 

independence and autonomy of bodies 

created to monitor government actions 

(such as Jordan’s Anti-Corruption 

Commission and ombudsman bureau 

and Audit Bureau). 

 Supporting the ombudsman bureau in  

studies regarding government 

procedures and working towards 

improving it in a way to reduce 

corruption practices.  

 Amending the association in law in 

certain countries such as; Jordan and 

Egypt in order to facilitate NGOS’ 

work. 

 Activating implementation of the 

UNCAC.  

   The conference formed a follow-up 

committee that will work on 

implementing these recommendations, 

which will help improve governments’ 

and civil society’s performance in 

enhancing human rights in the entire 

region. These efforts come as part of a 

regional civil society project implemented 

by the Partners Jordan Center and 

Parliamentarians against Corruption 

Association in Egypt, in partnership with 

MEPI, to fight corruption in Egypt, 

Jordan and the entire Arab region. In 

addition to the conference, project 

activities include four anti-corruption 

training workshops for 100 Egyptian 

Parliament members, a training 

workshop for 20 Egyptian Journalists on 

how to cover corruption issues in Jordan, 

and the production of Anti-corruption 

publications. 
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   The MEPI Alumni Network 

in Jordan took part in 

organizing The Corporate 

G o v e r n a n c e  a n d 

Responsibility (CGR) Forum 

2011, a unique knowledge 

generating platform created 

to identify, address and 

enable development in the 

a r e a s  o f  c o r p o r a t e 

governance, corporate social 

responsibility (CSR) while 

building awareness of the 

importance of sustainability.      

   This year’s CGR Forum 

built on the successes of  

previous events and reflected 

the evolution of CG, CSR and 

sustainability in the region. 

The theme of the CGR Forum 

2 0 1 1  w a s  ― R e a l i z i ng 

Sustainability‖. The sessions, 

workshops and discussions 

focused on: 

 Establishing the link 

between CG, CSR and 

    sustainability 

  Presenting how CG and 

CSR can be implemented 

together to help realize 

sustainability. 

   Sharing knowledge and 

experience amongst attendees 

was crucial to the value of the 

CGR Forum. 

   As such, the sessions were 

highly interactive and 

s t r u c t u r e d  a r o u n d 

presentations,  debates , 

interactive panels, roundtable 

discussions and polls. 

   The workshops  were 

engaging, and provided 

attendees with more focused 

and practical hands-on 

knowledge related to the 

implementation of CG, CSR 

and sustainability principles. 

   The output document of the 

CGR Forum encourages and 

enables business and thought-

leaders to voice the challenges 

they face in the advancement 

and implementation of CG, 

CSR and sustainability 

practices in their organization 

and within the region’s 

legislative frameworks.  

   The  documents  a lso 

reinforce the premise of the 

and sustainability principles, 

while taking the regional 

perspective to the global 

arena. 

Corporate Governance and Responsibility Forum 

 
 

Stay Connected With MEPI 

 

 

 

Middle East Partnership Initiative 

The Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI), located within the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs at the U.S. Department of State, is a unique 

program designed to engage directly with and invest in the peoples of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA).  MEPI works to create vibrant 

partnerships with citizens to foster the development of pluralistic, participatory, and prosperous societies throughout the MENA region.  MEPI 

partners with local, regional and international non-governmental organizations, the private sector, academic institutions, and governments.  

MEPI Regional Office, Tunis 

Housed in the U.S. Embassy in Tunis, the MEPI Regional Office Tunis administers MEPI local projects in Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia and West Bank/Gaza and accounts for more than $5 million in program funding in 2010.  In addition to 

coordinating with U.S. Embassies throughout the region,  Tunis RO provides a variety of funding opportunities (such as the MEPI Local Grants 

program and Civil Society Grants) as well as supporting visits, seminars and training programs to advance the formation of communities for 

tomorrow.  

To subscribe or unsubscribe please send us an e-mail at: Mepi.medregion@state.gov  

   Website: medregion.mepi.state.gov 

   E-mail: mepi- medregion@state.gov 

    Phone: +216 71 107 055 

   Fax: +216 71 107 436  

MEPI Regional Office Tunis 

U.S. Embassy  

Les Berges du Lac— 1053 

Tunis, Tunisia  

Follow us @MEPI Medregion 

https://www.facebook.com/USMEPI 

www.YouTube.com/user/ MEPIROTunis 

CGR Forum, which aims to 

empower stakeholders to 

participate in the regional 

shaping of effective CG, CSR 

mailto:Mepi.medregion@state.gov
http://twitter.com/MEPIMedregion
http://www.facebook.com/USMEPI
http://www.youtube.com/user/MEPIRoTunis

