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   Qatar hosted the seventh 

edition of the Forum for the 

Future (FFF) on January 11 -13, 

2011 in Doha. The FFF was co -

chaired by Canada and Doha and 

brought together representatives 

of governments of the region and 

t h e  G 8 ,  a s  w e l l  a s 

representatives of international 

organizations, civil society and 

the private sector.  

   The Forum for the Future is a 

cooperative effort to advance the 

universal values of human 

dignity, democracy, economic 

opportunity, and social justice by 

the states of the Broader Middle 

East and North Africa (BMENA) 

region, the industrial ized 

nations, and other partners. 

These partners seek to promote 

and develop political, economic, 

and social reform in the region.  

   The Secretary of the State Mrs 

Clinton, who attended the FFF, 

reiterated the  important role 

civil society plays and she called 

for the need to further 

strengthen the partnership spirit 

between the governments and 

representatives of civil society. 

òIt is time to see civil society not 

as a threat, but as a partnersó 

said Secretary Clinton.  

   òI am here to pledge my 

countryõs support for those who 

step up to solve the problems 

that we and you face. We want to 

build stronger partnerships with 

societies that are on the path to 

long-term stability and progress  

business, government and civil 

society, as represented on this 

panel, must work together, as in 

our new regional initiative called 

Partners for a New Beginning. 

Secretary Clinton meets with civil society activists 

Participants in the  seventh edition of the FFF  

òSo, here at the Forum for the Future, let us face honestly that future. Let us discuss openly what needs 

to be done. Let us use this time to move beyond rhetoric, to put away plans that are timid and gradual, 

and make a commitment to keep this region moving in the right direction.ó    ñ Secretary  Clinton, 

January 13, 2011,  

We know that what happens in 

th i s  re g io n  w i l l  have 

implications far beyond.ó ñ 

Secretary Clinton, January 13, 

2011.  

To learn more about the 

seventh edition of the Forum 

for the Future please visit: 

www. forumfuture.qatar -

conferences.org 

MEPI joins President Obama in saying:"The United States will continue to be a friend and partner to 

Egypt.  We stand ready to provide whatever assistance is necessary ñand asked for ñ to pursue a 

credible transition to a democracy.  Iõm also confident that the same ingenuity and entrepreneurial 

spirit that the young people of Egypt have shown in recent days can be harnessed to create new 

opportunity ñjobs and businesses that allow the extraordinary potential of this generation to take 

flight. And I know that a democratic Egypt can advance its role of responsible leadership not only in the 

region but around the world."  President on Egypt, February 11, 2011.  

The Seventh Edition of the Forum for the Future  
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Direct DEPOSIT Sign Up Form   

By MEPI Grants Unit  

Last month we discussed òPayment Requests.ó  As a follow-on 

to that topic, this article will address the Direct Deposit form.  

The Direct Deposit Sign -Up form is sent to the grantee once 

the grant is approved, signed, and the money for the award is 

set aside or òobligated.ó 

The Direct Deposit form simply provides us the banking 

information we need in order to send you your money.  This 

form stays in your files for the duration of the grant and only 

needs updated if your banking information changes.  

The form must be signed by someone in the organization who 

has signature authority for the bank account.  To avoid any 

problems with the transfer, we recommend that you review 

the data in this form with your bank branch, as wrong or 

incomplete banking information can create unnecessary 

payment delays.  

We encounter two frequent problems when processing 

payment requests.  The first issue is missing or incorrect 

IBAN numbers.  Not all countries use IBAN numbers, but 

some countries require it.  Please check with your bank.  

Secondly, boxes 13 òWill transfer be made in local currency or 

US Dollar?ó  and 14 of the form òIs the account on local 

currency or US Dollar?ó must match.  For example, if you 

request a payment in US dollars, your account must accept 

U.S. dollars.  If your account accepts both U.S. dollars and 

Local Currency, you may mark both boxes.  Direct Deposit 

Sign-up Form.  

Submit Your Grant Applications Now! 
Funding is available now for Local Grants. Please contact your 

countryôs U.S. Embassy MEPI Committee and see the guidebook 

available on our website  for step -by -step instructions in English 

and Arabic.  

www.medregion.mepi.state.gov  

MEPI Regional Office Tunis is very 

pleased to welcome Elizabeth 

Hattingh, the new MEPI Coordinator 

in the political and economic section 

of U.S. Embassy Algiers.   

 Local and regional MEPI programs 

support postõs efforts to bolster 

Algerian civil society, promote 

human rights, and encourage 

entrepreneurship and small business development.   Elizabeth 

joined the State Department in 2006, after several years 

working in the private sector, and has served as an economic 

officer in Singapore and a consular officer in Riyadh.   She 

speaks French and Arabic.   

Elizabeth Hattingh

  

 

 

MEPI Medregion Office is pleased to announce the launch of its 

You Tube  Channel and invites MEPI Alumni and 

implementers to share with us any MEPI activities -related 

videos. The YouTube channel highlights MEPI Alumni 

activities, and MEPI funded -project across the region.  

 

www.YouTube.com/user/MEPIROTunis  

http://photos.state.gov/libraries/tunisia/126725/PDFs/Direct%20Deposit%20Sign-up%20Form-%20Aug%202009%20_2_.pdf
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/tunisia/126725/PDFs/Direct%20Deposit%20Sign-up%20Form-%20Aug%202009%20_2_.pdf
http://www.medregion.mepi.state.gov

