
 

  Embassy of the United States of America
  Information Resource Center (IRC)

  Tel: (66‐2) 205‐4192, 205‐4174 Fax: (66‐2) 650‐8918
  GPF Wittayu Tower A, 9th Floor

93/1 Wireless Road, Bangkok 10330 Thailand
    E‐mail: irc@state.gov 

http://bangkok.usembassy.gov/sams.html 

 

To subscribe @Sam’s: http://bangkok.usembassy.gov/serviceform.html 

 
@Sam's, a one stop product to help keep you informed about U.S. government policies on current 

interest issues, is a periodic selection of online reports, documents and websites on selected topics from 
both U.S. government and non‐governmental organizations and institutions, categorized into six 
thematic areas: Regional Security, Economics and Trade, Democracy and Human Rights, Global Issues 
and Environment, Media and Information Technology, and Education and Culture. Full texts of the 
articles are available at your fingertips by clicking the embedded links. 

 
 

@SAM'S 
GLOBAL ISSUES AND ENVIRONMENT  

EARTH DAY 2013: THE FACE OF CLIMATE CHANGE 
April 22, 2013  

 

Each year, billions around the globe take the opportunity to 
engage in activities to help protect the environment around 
Earth Day, April 22. Under President Obama’s leadership, 
the United States has engaged the international community 
to promote sustainable economic growth and to meet the 
climate change challenge through a number of important 

venues. Find out the steps the Administration is taking to reduce the 
emissions that contribute to climate change and pollute our air and water 
here.  

COMMIT TO PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT  

President Obama's Proclamation of Earth 
Day 2013 (April 19, 2013) 
"We have made real progress, but we cannot 
stop there. We cannot afford to ignore what the 
overwhelming judgment of science tells us: that 
climate change is real and that it poses an 
urgent threat to our people and our planet. That 
is why my Administration set historic fuel 

efficiency standards that will nearly double how far our cars go on a gallon of 
gas while reducing harmful carbon pollution. It is why we made 

http://www.earthday.org/2013
http://www.whitehouse.gov/energy/climate-change
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unprecedented investments in clean energy, allowing us to double renewable 
energy production in only 4 years. And it is why I am challenging Americans 
to double it again by 2020." Read the full transcript here.  

Taking the Pulse of Our Planet: New Strategy for Earth Observations 
On April 19, 2013 the Obama Administration’s National Science and 
Technology Council released a National Strategy for Civil Earth 
Observations—a framework for increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of 
the Nation’s Earth-observation enterprise. The Strategy will help agencies 
compare notes, prioritize activities, and improve the quality of data about the 
planet—with the ultimate goal of meeting society’s most pressing data and 
information needs. Read the Strategy here. 

 

The Greening Diplomacy Initiative 
Leading by Example 
The Greening Diplomacy Initiative (GDI) aims 
to improve the environmental sustainability of 
the U.S. Department of State’s global 
operations and to encourage foreign embassies 
in Washington to do the same. Advanced by the Department’s Greening 
Council in 2009, the GDI challenges the Department to develop and 
implement policies and actions that lessen its overall environmental footprint, 
reduce costs, and ensure sustainability remains at the forefront of U.S. 
foreign policy. Learn more.  

 

DC Greening Embassy Forum 
The DC Greening Embassies Forum is a partnership 
between the U.S. Department of State and Earth Day 
Network. Officially launched on Earth Day 2010, the 
forum meets on a quarterly basis to provide 
Washington DC-based foreign missions the 
opportunity to share best practices, challenges and 
experiences on green facility renovations and 
sustainable business operations. For more 
information, visit the Forum’s Facebook. 

http://www.earthday.org/2013
http://www.earthday.org/2013
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2013/04/20130420146179.html#axzz2RAEEYONL
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/nstc_2013_earthobsstrategy.pdf
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/pl/2013/206431.htm
http://www.facebook.com/pages/DC-Greening-Embassies-Forum/214353331916754
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ONLINE READING  

- California: Changing the Game on Climate 
- Seattle’s Climate Strategy Pays Off 
- Local Governments Take the Lead on Climate 
- Growing Up Green  
- Climate Action Goes Local  
- Climate Change Partnerships  
- Rachel Carson: Pen Against Poison  
 
Today's tip: During hot weather, don't top off your gas 
tank. Even a small gas spill adds to air pollution and 
wastes fuel. More things you can do to save the earth. 

NOW AVAILABLE AT THE IRC! 

These resources on global environment issues are readily available at the IRC 
for your research and pleasure – free of charge! All you need to do is become 
our member, and that’s free, too! Simply call 02-205-4174 or write 
irc@state.gov for more details on our membership policy. 

Books 

Environmental Policy: New Directions for the Twenty-
First Century  
Vig, Norman J./Kraft, Michael E. 
 
Encyclopedia of Environmental Studies  
Ashworth, William/Little, Charles E. 

The Environment A to Z  
Hosansky, David 

The Global Environment Institutions, Law, and Policy  
Axelrod, Regina S. 

 

 

 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/pamphlet/2012/06/201206077055.html#axzz2Kmzxry3B
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/pamphlet/2012/06/201206077040.html#axzz2Kmzxry3B
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/pamphlet/2012/06/201206077050.html#axzz2Kmzxry3B
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/publication/2012/02/20120227130027yelhsa0.3361322.html?distid=ucs#axzz1qQn3cOoy
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/publication/2011/08/20110831162540jezrdna0.6403096.html#axzz1kaxmsZPm
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/publication/2011/04/20110428155717su0.8409541.html
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/publication/2011/04/20110429104724su0.7274678.html
http://www.epa.gov/donttopoff/
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DVDs 

Hoot  
Hiaasen, Carl. 
The story of a young man who moves from Montana to 
Florida with his family, where he's compelled to engage 
in a fight to protect a population of endangered owls. 

If a Tree Falls: A Story of the Earth Liberation 
Front 
The remarkable story of the rise and fall of the Earth 
Liberation Front, a radical environmental group that the 
FBI calls America's 'number one domestic terrorist 
threat.' Academy Award-nominated filmmaker Marshall 
Curry weaves a chronicle of McGowan facing life in 
prison with a dramatic investigation of the events that led to his involvement 
with the ELF.  

Connect with US!

Follow the U.S. Embassy Bangkok on 
Facebook | Twitter

 


