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Keep pace with the world

@Sam's, a one stop product to help keep you informed about U.S. government policies on current
interest issues, is a periodic selection of online reports, documents and websites on selected topics from
both U.S. government and non-governmental organizations and institutions, categorized into six
thematic areas: Regional Security, Economics and Trade, Democracy and Human Rights, Global Issues
and Environment, Media and Information Technology, and Education and Culture. Full texts of the
articles are available at your fingertips by clicking the embedded links.

@SAM'S
DEMOCRACY & HUMAN RIGHTS

January 28, 2014

THE 2014 STATE OF THE UNION
Wednesday, January 29, 2014
9 a.m. Thailand Time

WATCH LIVE

Join us on Wednesday, January 29 at 9 a.m. Thailand time (January 28
at 9 p.m. ET), for an exclusive enhanced broadcast of President Barack
Obama's address to the nation. Here’s how you can participate during and
after the speech:
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Get Involved e
There are more ways than ever to take part in okl
the 2014 State of the Union, including a new
way to share exclusive graphics from the ) SR
enhanced broadcast and more opportunities to 4 !
discuss President Obama's remarks. Right after
the address, senior advisors will take your questions live. Post your questions
on Twitter, Vine, Instagram, Google+ and Facebook

using #SOTU and #SOTUChat.

16 BLOCK of cHEESE PN

Join a Virtual Road Trip with the President
President Obama is taking a virtual road trip across
the country via Google+ Hangouts to discuss the
issues and policies laid out in the speech with
citizens joining from around the country. Ask the
President your questions now, and watch his
answers live on January 31st.

The First Lady's Box Seats at the 2014 State of the Union

For nearly three decades, extraordinary Americans who exemplify the
themes and ideals laid out in the State of the Union Address have been
invited to join the First Lady in her viewing box. Learn more about the
remarkable individuals who will join First Lady Michelle Obama for the 2014
State of the Union Address.

Behind the Scenes

Ahead of the speech, White House officials
take you behind the scenes through the
White House Instagram. Follow the
President's photographer, speech writer and
senior advisors at #InsideSOTU.

Latest News

Want to know more about how the White House gets ready for the State of
the Union? Get the latest information, behind the scenes photos and videos,
and more.
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PUBLICATIONS

President-Speak. What the State of the

Union Says to You
EJJUSA, Vol. 18. No. 7, January 2014, 34

pages.
Read about the preparation of the State of the
Union, including tips on how to write a great
speech, and what actually happens on the day
of delivery.

State of the Union Address Deeply Rooted
in American History

11P Pamphlet, October 2013, 2 pages. _
The U.S. Constitution requires that the , :
president report to Congress “from time to “EESSSH}EEEE;E sa'e'sat::>1§0u
time” on the “State of the Union.” This Hes
constitutional requirement has evolved into the

president’s annual State of the Union address, which now serves several
purposes.

State of the Union Trivia

Chapter from EJ|JUSA: President Speak, Vol. 18. No. 7, January 2014, 1
page.

Do you know that President Washington’s address in 1790 is the shortest
address with only 1,088 words and lasted less than 10 minutes? Want to
know who gave the longest address? Find out here.

ONLINE READINGS

Why Tomorrow's State of the Union
Matters...Even if 1t Doesn't

Thomas E. Mann. The Brookings Institution, B
January 23, 2014.

The author, a senior fellow of the Brookings
Institution's Governance Studies, examines
how President Obama will use tomorrow’s i
address to defend his policies, ignite his base, and help defend Congressional
seats in this year's midterms.
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The World Next Week: Previewing Obama’s State of the Union
Address

James M. Lindsay. Council on Foreign Relations, January 24, 2014.

The author, a senior vice president of Council on Foreign Relations, discusses
President Obama’s upcoming State of the Union address.

How the White House Invites People to the State of the Union

Matt Vasilogambros. National Journal, January 27, 2014.

The White House searches for people who highlight certain policy initiatives.
The author, a staff correspondent for National Journal, explores some of
those guests' stories.

AVAILABLE AT THE IRC!: THE WEST WING: COMPLETE SERIES

Popular TV Series The West Wing, which chronicled the presidency of the
fictional Josiah Bartlet, comes close to reality in its depictions. Want to see
how the show compares with the real inner workings of the White

House? The complete series of The West Wing and other resources on the
U.S. presidents are readily available at the IRC for your research and
pleasure — free of charge!

All you need to do is become our member, and that’s free, too! Simply call
02-205-4174 or write irc@state.gov for more details on our membership
policy. See you!

Connect with US!

Follow the U.S. Embassy Bangkok on
Edracebook | Brwitter
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