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Article ALERT is a monthly synopsis of current analytical articles from major American academic journals
compiled in six thematic areas: International Relations, Economics & Trade, Democracy and Human
Rights, Global Issues and Environment, Media and Information Technology, and Education and Culture.
Full texts of the articles in print are available upon request to IRC subscribers in Thailand only at
irc@state.gov.
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THE UNITED STATES AND WORLD AFFAIRS

5. “The Art of Power Maintenance”

Robert Wade. Challenge, January/February 2013, 35 pages.

Is the United States really losing power to developing countries, even China? A winner of the Leontief Prize
in Economics in 2008, Wade discusses why the common narrative about China and some other developing
countries rising to challenge the United States and other major Western states is overstated. He also

of global politics to show how Western states have managed

IM

examines five case studies at the “village leve
to retain their position of global leadership.

6. “Forward Partnership: A Sustainable American Strategy”

F.G. Hoffman. Orbis, January 2013, 21 pages.

The author, a senior research fellow at the Institute for National Strategic Studies, National Defense
University, analyzes the importance of a grand strategy to preserve and extend America's ability to advance
and secure its national security interests, and assesses the most prominent Grand Strategy options in pubic
market place of ideas.

7. “Pull Back”

Barry R. Posen. Foreign Affairs, January/February 2013, 13 pages.

The author, Ford International Professor of Political Science and Director of the Security Studies Program at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, discusses U.S. foreign and national security policy in general and
the U.S. hegemonic strategy in particular, and why the United States should abandon it.

8. “The Militarization of U.S. Foreign Policy”

Karl W. Eikenberry. American Foreign Policy Interests, January/February 2013, 8 pages.

Is U.S. military’s role in the construction and delivery of a balanced foreign policy appropriately scaled? The
author, the William J. Perry Fellow in International Security at the Stanford University Center for International
Security and Cooperation, explores the U.S. military's role in the making of American foreign policy by
examining the degree of influence, identifying reasons why policy formulation may be imbalanced, and

speculating on possible long-term consequences of excessive reliance on military power.

DEMOCRACY PROMOTION

9. “Southeast Asia: In the Shadow of China”

Benjamin Reilly. Journal of Democracy, January 2013, 9 pages.

With the political and economic advances transpiring in the region, Southeast Asia has been displaying a
positive relationship between democracy and development. The author analyzes the prospects for
democracy in Southeast Asia and the current distribution of democracy and autocracy across the region.

10. “Mobile Phones: Uplifting Weak and Failed States”
Robert I. Rotberg and Jenny C. Aker. The Washington Quarterly, Winter 2013, 15 pages.
The authors discuss the impact of mobile telephones on politics in developing countries and the relations

between technology and politics in light of increased access to information, and the power of mobile phones
to unlock a vast human potential in weak and failed states.
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GLOBAL ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT

11. “Crime in the Year 2030”

Gene Stephens. The Futurist, January/February 2013, 6 pages.

Emerging technologies have always had effects on criminal activity as well as on crime detection and
prevention. Stephens, a specialist in criminal justice, assesses his previous predictions about crime in the
year 2000 and looks ahead to potential outcomes in the decades ahead cover areas including managing
energy resources, global economics, and public surveillance.

12. “A Tsunami of Extinction”

Thomas Lovejoy. Scientific American, January 2013, 2 pages.

The author, a University Professor of Environmental Science and Policy at George Mason University, discusses
the impact of invasive species, diseases, and climate change on animal populations and provides
recommendations that could avert extinctions.

GLOBAL HEALTH

13. “The Myth of Antioxidants”
Melinda Wenner Moyer. Scientific American, February 2013, 6 pages.

The author, an adjunct assistant professor at the City University of New York Graduate School of Journalism,
examines the role oxidative damages caused by free radicals play in the aging process, and the effectiveness
of antioxidant vitamins to prevent age-related diseases.

14. “Small World”

Nathan Wolfe. National Geographic, January 2013, 12 pages.

The author, Founder of Global Viral and the CEO of Metabiota, discusses the high volume of microbes in the
environment, including in other organisms and viruses that infect bacteria, and the development of antibiotic
resistance in bacteria.

CLIMATE CHANGE

15. “Climate Change and Food Security”

Bruce A. Mccarl, et al. Current History, January 2013, 5 pages.

The authors discuss the potential of climate change to affect agriculture which supplies food and fiber, a
source of feedstock for the production of energy, and a possible source to offset greenhouse gas emissions.

16. “The Fate of an Engineered Planet”
David W. Keith and Andy Parker. Scientific American, January 2013, 3 pages.

Solar engineering and other exceptionally ambitious new technologies to deal with rising global temperatures
come riddled with uncertainties. To illustrate how complex the problem is and what kind of challenges lie
ahead, the authors explore three contrasting, and somewhat fantastical, scenarios.
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JOURNALISM AND SOCIAL MEDIA

17. “Tales of the Old Wild Web”
Michael J. Socolow. The Chronicle of Higher Education, January 25, 2013 Chronicle Review, 3 pages.
The author, an associate professor of communication and journalism at the University of Maine, discusses a

pivotal moment of the Web’s evolution and a trend towards less free content and more restrictions on the
internet, focusing on differences between this trend and the freedom the internet had enjoyed in its first
decade.

18. “Twitter: Free Speech in 140 Characters”

Greg Beato. Reason, March 2013, 7 pages.

The author examines freedom of expression and Twitter, along with its Terms of Service and Rules, focusing
on the laissez-faire attitude of Twitter toward online discourse as a competitive advantage.

19. “Copyright for the Internet Age”

Joe Karaganis. National Review, February 25, 2013, 3 pages.

Should your Internet use be monitored in order to prevent copyright infringement? The author, vice
president of the American Assembly, discusses infringement on the Internet and U.S. copyright law, focusing
on intellectual property, innovation and privacy protections.

20. “Teaching Ethics in a Dark World”

Howard Good. The Chronicle of Higher Education, February 15, 2013 Chronicle Review, 3 pages.

The author, a professor of journalism at the State University of New York, discusses media ethics and the
future of ethical journalism, focusing on whether students should be taught to work only within the confines
of strong journalistic ethics, or whether they should be prepared to work in a media culture that often does
not act ethically or with journalistic responsibility.

21. “The Wise Boy”

Julia loffe. The New Republic, February 25, 2013, 6 pages.

The author profiles Ezra Klein, a journalist and blogger for the "The Washington Post" website, and the
popularity of his blog, his appeal among older Americans despite being twenty-eight years old. The profile
focuses on Klein’s intellectual interest in politics, how he differs from other political analysts in 2013, and
how he strives to achieve evenhandedness when writing.

U.S. POLITICS

22. “Passing the Ad Test”

Sean J. Miller. Campaigns & Elections, January/February 2013, 3 pages.

The author examines the success of U.S. President Barack Obama's television campaign during the 2012
presidential elections, and how online focus groups helped drive Obama's 2012 ad campaign.
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23. “Are Republican and Democratic Brains Different?”

Ronald Bailey. Reason, March 2013, 2 pages.

The author, the award-winning science correspondent for Reason magazine, explores a study conducted by
the Yale Cultural Cognition Project, an academic group studying how cultural values shape public risk
perceptions and related policy beliefs. The study uses three theories to explore the sources of ideological
polarization on subjects such as climate change, gun violence, and nuclear power.

EDUCATION

24. “Effective Ways to Promote Word Power”

Harry B. Miller. Education Digest, December 2012, 4 pages.

The author, Professor Emeritus of the University of Louisiana-Monroe, discusses methodology for teaching
and promoting a large vocabulary among U.S. students, particularly the benefits of word power. He also
explores the teaching technique of vocabulary grouping such as synonyms, malapropisms, and etymology.

25. “How Teens Do Research in the Digital World”

Kristen Purcell, et al. Education Digest, February 2013, 7 pages.

For today’s students, “research” means “Googling.” Do digital technologies do more to distract students than
to help them academically? The authors discuss teenage students' use of internet research, focusing on how
the Internet and digital search tools have an impact on students' research habits and a variety of challenges
for teachers in incorporating digital tools into their classrooms.

26. “Teaching with Tablets”

Stephanie Hedge. Education Digest, February 2013, 3 pages.

Why use tablets to teach? The author discusses the use of the iPad tablet computer and educational
technology in the college classroom, focusing on how to maximize the benefits of tablets in classrooms and
offers tips for using tablets as a teacher.

LIBRARY TRENDS

27. “iPhone, Android, or Kindle”

Bob Johnson and Ted Gutmann. Computers in Libraries, January/February 2013, 5 pages.

The authors discuss the development of the mobile application at the Emma S. Clark Memorial Library in New
York, which allows users to scan an ISBN, place a hold on the item and auto-log in to search online databases,
particular focus on how to create the application with easy steps.
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