
   It is 9:05am on a Tuesday morning at 

Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi International Air-

port, and the woman on the loudspeaker 

has just announced the last call for Thai 

Airways, flight 1204.  But on this day, the 

people at Gate 10 are not boarding a plane; 

they are coming together for a “Call to Ac-

tion.”   

   On December 4th, Embassy Bangkok, 

Thai government officials, foreign diplo-

mats, members of the private sector, and 

international NGO’s celebrated Global 

Wildlife Conservation Day at Suvarnabhumi 

International Airport.  The venue was fitting 

since Bangkok is a major transit point for 

illegal wildlife products coming from Africa 

bound for Asian markets.  The FREE-

LAND Foundation, a wildlife trafficking 

non-governmental organization, planned the 

clever event through the USAID-funded 

Asia’s Regional Response to Endangered 

REO Highlights 
I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

LMI News 2 

World AIDS Day 2 

The Wallago Leerii 2 

Student Solutions App 3 

Drones & Wildlife 3 

Gene Variations 3 

ASEAN Chief Justices 3 

Grants 4 

Upcoming Events 4 

Volume 2,  I s sue  6  

October -December 2012  

The U.S. Department of State’s  

East and Southeast Asia Re-

gional Environmental Affairs 

Office publishes this newsletter 

for informational purposes 

only.  The articles contained 

herein should not be construed 

as official U.S. government 

position.   

Please visit our embassy web-

page for more information at:  

http://bangkok.usembassy.gov/

embassy/reo.htm 

Regional  Environmental  Affairs  Off ice  

  N E W S L E T T E R  

Species Trafficking (ARREST) program. 

   The event launched the first public-

private partnership in the region dedicated  

to helping end the illegal wildlife trade, a 

dark industry worth an estimated at $19 

billion a year.  Ambassador Kristie Kenney 

gave opening remarks, stressing the need 

for cooperation among governments and 

the private sector to help crush this grow-

ing problem.  Representatives from Thai 

and Kenya Airways were also in attendance 

as were prominent hotel chains, which 

pledged to remove unethically-sourced 

wildlife products from their kitchens.  

These pledges marked the first high-profile 

commitments by the private sector entities 

in Thailand to help fight the illegal wildlife 

trade. 

 

Learn more about ARREST at:  http://freeland.org/

eng/wildlife-trafficking/what-we-do/arrest 

 

Global Wildlife Conservation Day 

Above:  Private sector discusses how they can contribute to the protect-
ing endangered wildlife 

Right:  Ambassador Kenney gives opening remarks at the Call to 
Action” event 
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   In a recent visit to the region, Presi-
dent Barack Obama met with leaders 
from the Lower Mekong Initiative 
(LMI) partner countries (Cambodia, 
Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam) 
while attending the East Asia Summit 
in Phnom Penh.  The historic group 
photo of the LMI leaders was a first of 
its kind and reaffirms the United States’ 
commitment to the initiative launched 
in 2009 by Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton.   

   LMI countries meet regularly 
throughout the year both at the re-
gional and ministerial levels to address 
some of the Mekong regions most chal-

lenging issues.  The focus areas of LMI 
include Connectivity, Education, Envi-
ronment, Health, Energy Security, and 
Water challenges.  Most recently, dur-
ing the 3rd LMI Regional Working 
Group meeting, member countries 
launched a Public Private Cooperation 
aspect to initiative drumming up more 
excitement about future opportunities 
to collaborate in the region. 

 

 

Learn more about LMI by visiting:  http://
lowermekong.org/  
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President Obama Meets with Lower Mekong Initiative Leaders 

R E O  H I G H L I G H T S  ( c o n t . )  

Protecting the Wallago Leerii Fish in Laos (IUCN Laos) 

   One of the REO’s grantees in Laos has 
been doing exceptional work with a na-
tive species of fish.  The Pa Khoun 
“Wallago leerii” Project is a local conserva-
tion initiative to conserve valuable fish 
species in the Khui and Saan rivers in the 
Ngum river basin in Laos. The “Wallago 
leerii” is a freshwater migratory catfish 
species, listed as a Category 1 endangered 
species by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry, and as a highly endangered spe-
cies under Lao Wildlife law.   
   Every year during the July-August 
breeding season, the Wallago leerii swim to 
their natural breeding and spawning 
grounds along the Khui and Saan rivers. 
This area plays a critical role in the lifecy-
cle of these fish. When the Wallago leerii 
swim upstream to breeding and spawning 
areas, the river becomes crammed with 
fishing boats trying to catch as many Wal-

lago leerii as possible.   
   Due to overfishing during this critical 
period, district authorities and local peo-
ple have come to realize that such prac-
tices are unsustainable. As a result,  spe-
cies extinction is a real possibility, which 
would affect the natural balance and 
abundance of the entire Ngum river 
basin. To help address this problem, the 
International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) together with the Living 
Aquatic Resource Research Center 
(LARReC), are partnering to enhance 
the capacity of local institutions to pro-
tect the Wallago leerii. With financial sup-
port from the REO small grant program, 
IUCN and LARReC provide technical 
assistance to district Agriculture and 
Fisheries personnel to establish conser-
vation zones and monitoring teams, 
drafting and approving rules and regula-

   World AIDS Day events were cele-
brated around the globe on December 
1st.  Embassy staff participated in the 
festivities with Thailand’s Red Cross 
organization over the three-day event at 
a popular mall in Bangkok.  The focus 
was “Getting to Zero” preventing new 
HIV infection, and included over 30 
booths from local NGOs, the U.S. Em-
bassy and Thai officials from the Minis-
try of Public Health and the Thai Po-
lice.     

   The Embassy booth drew big crowds 
with health education material, games, 
and a life size cut-out of President 

Obama that was a big hit.  Activities at 
the booth included prevention infor-
mation and interactive materials to get 
visitors energized about the fight 
against HIV/AIDS.  Passersby posted 
sticky notes to define words like love, 
play “ABC” (Abstinence, Be Faithful, 
Condom use) darts, and took surveys 
on their risk of HIV.  The surveys 
were conducted using electronic tab-
lets, which allowed the participants to 
see the results of their risk levels in real
-time.  
  

Learn more at:  http://www.aids.gov/ 

Mission Thailand Celebrates World AIDS Day 

tions, and building the capacity to enforce 
them.  
   Efficient conservation enforcement 
around the breeding and spawning areas is 
vital.  In addition to the conservation initia-
tives, LARReC provides training on mobile 
hatcheries for this species, which enhances 
the capacity of local institutions to repro-
duce this fish. These conservation initiatives 
were conducted in 12 villages of the Hom 
district and led to an agreement that ad-
dresses population decline and threats to 
these fish by banning fishing during the 
breeding and spawning season.  LARReC 
hopes the benefits of the agreement will 
encourage other nearby villages to join the 
partnership.  (Learn more at: www.iucn.org) 

President Barack Obama participates in a Lower Mekong Initiative (LMI) 
group photo at the ASEAN Summit at Peace Palace in Phnom Penh, Cambo-

dia, Nov. 20, 2012. Pictured, from left: Thailand Prime Minister Yingluck 

Shinawatra; Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung; Prime Minister 
Hun Sen of Cambodia: President Barack Obama; President Thein Sein of 

Burma; and Prime Minister Thongsing Thammavong of Laos. (Official White 
House Photo by Pete Souza)  

Embassy staff 
support USG 
booth at Thai-
land’s World 

AIDS Day event 
in Bangkok 

Students learn 
about HIV 

prevention through 
interactive games 

Wallago Leeri fish 
(Photo by Scot-

fish.com) 
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   Most student contests benefit 
mainly the students themselves 
or their institutions; but a re-
cent mobile application design 
competition promises much 
wider public benefits.  One 
student-designed app will re-
port flooding when it occurs in 
different parts of Thailand, 
while another will help preserve 
t h e  c ount r y ' s  fo r e s t s . 
   The winning app USAID 

funded enables mobile phone 
users to access updates of 
flooding situations. Another 
app that won the popular 
vote reports details of illegal 
logging incidents, locations 
and national parks informa-
tion, and will be available 
next year for smart phone 
users to download.  Both 
mobile phone applications 
have been created by engine- 

ering students from King 
Mongkut's University of 
Technology Thonburi 
(KMUTT).  
 
 

Read more at: 

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/nation
al/Student-apps-can-save-lives-protect-
forests-30194120.html 

women in Eastern Asia have 
been in women who never 
smoked, and the specific genetic 
variations found in this study 
had not been associated with 
lung cancer risk in other popula-
tions. Although environmental 
factors such as secondhand 
smoke (also known as environ-
mental tobacco smoke) or ex-
haust from indoor cooking are 
likely account for some cases of 
lung cancer among never-
smokers, they explain only a 

     An international group of sci-
entists has identified three genetic 
regions that predispose Asian 
women who have never smoked 
to lung cancer. The finding pro-
vides further evidence that risk of 
lung cancer among never-
smokers, especially Asian women, 
may be associated with certain 
unique inherited genetic character-
istics that distinguishes it from 
lung cancer in smokers. 
   The majority of lung cancers 
diagnosed historically among 

small proportion of the disease. 
   To gain a better understanding 
of lung cancer in Asian female 
never-smokers, researchers from 
the National Cancer Institute 
(NCI) in Bethesda, U.S. part-
nered with researchers from 
several countries in Asia (China, 
South Korea, Japan, Singapore) 
to create the Female Lung Can-
cer Consortium in Asia. 
Learn more at: 
http://www.asianscientist.com/health-
medicine/gene-variations-linked-to-lung-
cancer-in-asian-women-2012/ 
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Drones Protect Wildlife (The Global Post) 

Student apps can save lives, protect forests (The Nation) 

Gene Variations Linked to Lung Cancer in Asian Women (By  AsiaScientist) 

the rainforest are costly and 
impractical. Luckily, a solution 
has been found.  
   Serge Wich, a professor at 
the Research Center in Evolu-
tionary Anthropology and Pa-
leoecology at Liverpool John 
Moores University and his 
partner Lian Pin Koh, assistant 
professor of applied ecology 

and conservation at 
ETH Zurich, have de-
signed a drone that can 
fly just high enough 
over the treetops where 
the orangutans nest to 
check in on them daily.   
 
 
 

Read more at: 
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatches/glo
balpost-blogs/rights/drones-wildlife-
preservation-orangutans  

   Sumatran orangutans are a 
critically endangered species. The 
most intelligent of all pri-
mates, orangutans are only found 
in two places on earth, one of 
which is Sumatra. But conserva-
tionists and those looking to 
study the animals can't always 
see them from the ground, and 
daily monitoring expeditions into New and Improved Species 

Identification Tool—
Vietnam 

 
Our friends at Education for 
Nature - Vietnam (ENV) recently 
launched a new user-friendly 
online species identification tool.  
The goal of the tool is to enhance 
the publics participation in 
protecting wilding in Vietnam.  

Check it out by visiting:  
http://thiennhien.org/dinh-dang-loai 

- or - 
http://envietnam.org/index.html 

R E G I O N A L  N E W S  

ASEAN Justices Reach Common Vision on the Environment    
(Courtesy of the Asian Development Bank) 

JAKARTA, INDONESIA – 
Chief Justices and senior judici-
ary from the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) have agreed on a 
common vision on the  role of 
the judiciary in tackling regional 
environmental challenges, such 
as deforestation and illegal log-
ging, the illicit trade in wildlife, 
pollution and the destruction of 
coral reefs. 
   The agreement was reached 
at a meeting in Jakarta, Indone-
sia yesterday in a bid to step up 
cooperation on legal issues 

linked to the region’s shared 
environmental threats. 
“The Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) strongly sup-
ports the Indonesian Supreme 
Court in convening this 
roundtable because Chief 
Justices and their senior judi-
ciary play a critical role in 
improving environmental 
enforcement,” said Jon Lind-
borg, ADB’s Indonesia Coun-
try Director. “This includes 
championing and leading the 
legal profession towards 
credible rule of law systems 

that have integrity and pro-
mote environmental justice.” 
   The Roundtable for 
ASEAN Chief Justices on 
Environment brought to-
gether Chief Justices, or their 
representatives, from member 
countries of ASEAN. It is 
jointly organized by ADB and 
the Supreme Court of Indo-
nesia and supported by the 
United Nations Environment 
Program.  

 

Learn more at:  
http://www.adb.org/news/asean-
justices-reach-common-vision-
environment 

Photo courtesy of The Nation 

Photo courtesy of Unmanned.co.uk 

Photo courtesy of ASEAN-WEN 
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Education for Nature - Vietnam (ENV) officially launched the new Wildlife Action Partnership Grant 
(WAPG) initiative, to fund concrete actions that will strengthen enforcement and reduce demand for and con-
sumption of wildlife in Vietnam.  
 
The WAPG initiative is a small grant program that is administered by ENV in partnership with the Humane 
Society International (HSI). Under the program, small grants ranging from $500-$3,000 are made available 
through a simple application process for projects that are considered likely to have a direct impact on wildlife 
protection in Vietnam.  
 
The program is designed to encourage individuals and organizations to take the opportunity to work on pro-
jects that target priority focus areas. These include:  
 

Anti-poaching enforcement campaigns in protected areas 

Strengthening legislation and policy 

Awareness activities and campaigns focused on demand reduction 

Mobilizing public action and support for wildlife protection 

Working with the media to promote critical wildlife protection issues 

Strengthening the capacity of law enforcement 

Investigations and research on wildlife crime 
 
In addition, projects focusing on endangered species groups including tigers, bears, rhinos, marine turtles, 
elephants, pangolins, and endangered primates, will be given special consideration for support.  
ENV will accept applications from any individual or organization; however, preference will be given to initia-

tives led by Vietnamese nationals. Grant applications will also be accepted at any time.   

For more information, visit:  http://www.envietnam.org/ 

To subscribe, unsubscribe, 
comment or submit ideas, 

please email 
 REOBangkok@state.gov 

Hug a Tree! 

 

Trees renew our air supply 
by absorbing carbon dioxide 
and producing oxygen. 
 

The amount of oxygen 
produced by an acre of trees 
per year equals the amount 
consumed by 18 people annu-
ally. One tree produces nearly 
260 pounds of oxygen each 
year. 
 

One acre of trees removes 
up to 2.6 tons of carbon diox-
ide each year. 
 

Trees lower air tempera-
ture by evaporating water in 
their leaves. 
 

Tree roots stabilize soil 
and prevent erosion. 
 

Trees improve water qual-
ity by slowing and filtering rain 
water, as well as protecting 
aquifers and watersheds. 
 

 

Learn more at: treesaregood.com  

 

S T A Y  I N F O R M E D . . .  

 

Upcoming Events 
January 13-15:  LMI Infrastructure Best Practices Exchange—Hanoi 
January 16-18:  19th Meeting of the Mekong River Commission Council—Luang Prabang 
January 29-31:  Promoting Innovations in Wastewater Management in Asia and the Pacific—Manilia   
January 29-February 3:  Prince Mahidol Award Conference—Bangkok 

 
 

Observance Days 
December 1:  World AIDS Day 
December 4:  Global Wildlife Conservation Day 
February 2:  World Wetlands Day 
February 4:  World Cancer Day 

World Wildlife Foundation -- Russell E. Train Fellowships   
 

   Today’s conservation challenges are more complex than ever before and require advanced skills and knowledge to 

tackle pressing issues from climate change and deforestation to wildlife crime and rights-based fisheries 

management. Unfortunately, access to higher education is still very limited in many parts of Africa, Asia, and Latin 

America impeding committed conservationists from reaching their potential. To reduce these barriers, WWF’s 

Russell E. Train Education for Nature (EFN) program provides fellowships to rising 

leaders to pursue graduate degree (master’s and PhD) studies in conservation-related fields 

anywhere in the world and conduct research in their home countries or region. 

    

   Each year, WWF supports a small number of committed conservationists from target 

countries to receive financial support for their studies and field research. In a highly competitive process, eligible 

applicants are reviewed by a panel of experts and selected for a fellowship based on the criteria noted below. 

Fellows attend leading regional and international universities and return home with greater skills and knowledge and 

a better understanding of global conservation challenges. Upon completion of their degree, fellows return to their 

home countries to continue their conservation careers. To date, more than 90 percent of EFN fellows are working 

to advance conservation efforts in their home countries. 

The 2013 fellowship program is now open!   

 

Learn more at:  http://worldwildlife.org/initiatives/russell-e-train-fellowships    
 

Application Deadline – February 28, 2013 

Call For Abstracts—Vietnam 
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