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HIGHLIGHTS

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION IN ACEH

Rick Switzer, Regional Envi-
ronment Officer at Embassy
Bangkok, and Kanchana Ak-
sorn-Aree, ESTH Specialist,
visited the Leuser Interna-
tional Foundation in Aceh
Province in September 2013.
The Leuser Ecosystem is an
area of forest located in the
provinces of Aceh and North
Sumatra in Indonesia. Cover-
ing more than 2.6 million
hectares it is one of the rich-
est expanses of tropical rain-
forest in Southeast Asia, and
one of the last places on
earth where one can find
elephants, rhinoceros, tigers
and orangutans together in
the wild.

In an effort to raise
awareness among students
about the significance of the
Leuser Ecosystem, the
Leuser International Founda-
tion has produced Leuser

Textbooks for students in .
grades | through 12. The
Aceh government recognizes
the value of these textbooks
for environmental education
and uses them as
supplementary reading
material in the schools. In
2013 Leuser International
Foundation received funding
support from the Regional
Environment Office at Em-
bassy Bangkok to support
environmental education and
raise awareness of conserva-
tion among students in the
districts of Aceh Selatan,
Aceh Singkil, and Aceh
Tenggara and the city of
Subulussalam in Aceh
province.

REO Rick Switzer visits stu-
dents in Aceh

MANGROVE WORKSHOP

An international workshop on moni-
toring mangrove ecosystems’ responses
to climate change was held at the Uni-
versity of Science in Ho Chi Minh City
on October 10— 11, 2013. Participants
included fifty-eight scientists and re-
searchers from Australia, France, Ger-
many, Japan, Sri Lanka and Vietnam.

Dr. Vien Ngoc Nam making a presentation
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REO Highlights

Mangrove Workshop, con’t

Topics included natural recovery of mangrove
ecosystems following damage caused by strong
typhoons, carbon dynamics and carbon sequestra-
tion in mangrove forests, mangrove restoration,
surface elevation monitoring in coastal areas and
information sharing in mangrove research. Work-
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Events
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27-31

World Cancer Day—
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shop attendees discussed the needs and opportu-
nities in research collaboration among researchers
from the United States, Asia, Australia and Europe
on climate change and other global and regional
issues.

The workshop also served as a launching ceremo-
ny for the research project: “Monitoring the re-
covery of Can Gio mangrove ecosystems from the
impacts of climate change” funded by Regional
Environment Office. The workshop was followed
by a field excursion to the project site in Can Gio
Biosphere Reserve, Ho Chi Minh City, where the
University of Science has been studying the impact
of climate change on mangrove ecosystems since

Field excursion to mangrove forests at
Can Gio Biosphere Reserve, near Ho

Chi Minh City, Vietnam

2006.

The Nam Et Phou Louey Na-
tional Protected Area (NPA) in
Laos covers approximately
6000 square kilometers of
mountainous terrain and a
contains a vast collection of
flora and fauna. The NPA con-
sists of a core zone (where
hunting is prohibited), and a
surrounding controlled-use
zone, where villages remain and
villagers are allowed to harvest
natural resources for subsist-
ence. There are approximate-
ly 98 villages bordering the
core zone, with approximately
300 persons per village. Villag-
ers engage in subsistence activi-
ties such as small-scale agricul-
ture (raising corn, rice and
vegetables), raising livestock
(chickens, cows, pigs, goats)
and harvesting of wild meat
(squirrels, deer, fish, fowl and
other non-timber forest prod-
ucts (NTFP)) from the con-
trolled-use zone. However,
native fisheries and game have
declined as a result of destruc-
tive hunting and fishing practic-
es. Outsiders enter the village
areas to harvest wild foods,

Conservation and Sustainability in Nam Et Phou Louey, Laos

REO Visit to Houey Kon Village, Laos

and some village residents are
involved in the illegal trade and
sale of wildlife products.

Village officials are aware of
and concerned about the de-
cline in native species, and have
asked for assistance in manag-
ing wildlife resources in a sus-
tainable manner. The Wildlife
Conservation Society (WCS),
funded with a grant from the
Regional Environment Office,
completed the third phase of a
project to develop village-based

regulations to manage sustaina-
ble use of specific wildlife spe-
cies. WCS 1) conducted a
survey of wildlife species 2)
consulted with villagers regard-
ing creation of village-based
regulations and, 3) assisted the
villagers in drafting rules and
regulations. REO Hub staff
travelled to Nam Et Phou
Louey with WCS officials to
visit villages and discuss the

project in November 2013.
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