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Who gives blood in the United States? Who leads Boy Scout 

troops? Who sings carols in hospitals during the holidays? Who 

puts out fires and rescues people in medical emergencies? They 

are volunteers, so woven into the fabric of U.S. life that they 

often go unnoticed. This issue of eJournalUSA is dedicated to the 

unheralded citizens who collectively contribute some $173 billion 

annually through their unpaid labor. They are part of a tradition 

of volunteerism that has deep roots in U.S. society. 
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