Sala Thai

¥ U.S. Embassy Bangkok’s “Sala Thai” (Thai
74 pavilion) was built in 1988 in honor of the

§ His Majesty the King on the occasion of his
60th birthday. The Sala complex consists of
two parts: the larger part that incorporates
Lanna or Northern Thai architectural motifs,
and the smaller royal section part, which is
emblematic of the Rattanakosin period and
includes symbols denoting its royal purpose.

Over the intervening years the Royal Sala

§ had gradually suffered from the adverse

| effects of weather to the point of requiring
renovations. In 2009 the Overseas Building
Operation’s Heritage Office of the U.S.
Department of State formally recognized the
cultural significance of the Royal Sala and

The larger Sala pavilion is used for Mission representational functions
and community activities and holds 100 people. The roof is glazed ) -
ceramic tile. The floors and framing is made of wood. funded its complete restoration.

The original Sala was completely disassembled and
shipped to the city of Sukhothai, where the old world
craftsmanship for renovation of these structures still
exists. An exact replication of the Royal Sala was hand-
made and shipped back to Bangkok for installation. The
final project was completed in June 2010.

On February 3, 2012, Her Royal Highness Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn had graciously accepted Ambassador
Kenney's invitation to preside over the rededication
ceremony of the Royal Sala to celebrate the occasion of
His Majesty the King’s 7th Cycle Birthday Anniversary.

The smaller pavilion is dedicated to the King and Royal
family and is not used for functions. The pavilion is highly

. . ornate and hand built by Thai craftsmen following
CUIturaI SIgnlflcance guidelines for traditional Thai art and architecture.

The pavilion complex represents the unique characteristic of Thai architecture. It is composed of a main
pavilion measuring 6 by 9 meters and the smaller “Royal Thai” measuring 2 by 3 meters. Both American
and Thai employees designed and constructed it under the guidelines of the Royal Ministry.

The “Sala Thai” symbolizes the endearing respect to the King. The smaller, more ornate pavilion was
designed in accordance with Thai tradition and assembled by hand using Thai craftsmen following Royal
curator direction. It is dedicated to the King and Royal family and separated from the main pavilion and
slightly elevated. It is constructed with intricate wood carvings, yellow roof tiles and covered with
thousands of meticulously placed colored glass tile mosaics. The larger main pavilion is used for
community activities such as Mission award ceremonies, representational events and holiday functions.
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