7"9 land we know as North

America today has been
inhabited for | 2,000 years.
Ev the time the first Europeans
arrived, about two million
native people lived in wnat now
1= the United States. The first
permanent Evropean settle-
ment in North America was
Spanish. It was built in

St. Augustine in Flonda.

wHuALf L1 L Sundedaeainn
inilaflausyoduniuunin

ok, 000 Dudn moufdn diunay
ﬂﬂaqlﬁﬂuﬁulﬁnuﬂﬁulﬂuﬂ%h
usnuu dquflienifiolss ina
ﬂﬂ%ﬁnLu%ﬂwﬂﬁuﬁﬁlﬂﬂﬂnq
tssuauaouauAY DAaNuSNTOY
w1y lstiiunovaitu eyl inud
pofiafiu SgHaniman

In 1427, John Cabot, an
explorer saling for England,
landed 1n eastern Canada. His
arrival established a British
claim to land in North America.
Thirteen Bntish colonies to the
=outh would later form the
United States. Virginia and
Massachusetts were the two
earliest.
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Meost people who came to the
British colonmes in the | &00s
were English. Others came
from The Metherlands, Sweden,
Germany, France, Scotland,
an« Morthern Ireland. The-_-,.-'
came for different reasons.
Some left their homes to
eacape war. Othera sought
political or religious freedom.
Some, ke black Africans,
arrived as slaves. By | 620,
250,000 pecple lved in the
“New World™. By | 720, there
were 2.5 million pecple.
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As time went on, all the
colonies developed govern-
ments based on the British
tradition of aitizen participa-
tion. The colonsts realized
that their interests often were
different from the British
Kings. The American Revolution
and the war for independence
from Britain began with a small
fight between British troops
and colonists at Lexington on

Aprl 12, | 775, More than
250 British soldiers, called
*redcoats” because of their
bright red vniforms, were killed
or wounded. '|'h|== Americans
lost 93 Soon after,
George Washington of Virginia
pecame the commander-in-

chiet.

.

Independence Day Parade in Rhode
Iskind, one of the thirleen stales of
thee Revolufionary War ena.
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The desire for independence
rapidly increased in the next
few month=s, The Declaration of
Independence, drafted by
Thomas Jefferson in June,

| 77E, told the world of a new
naticn and ik=2 beliets about
human freedom. It argued that
political r'Ir:'.jht*-_': are pasic human
rights and are universal. The
Second Continental Congre=s
accepted this document on
July 4, | 77€. The Fourth of

July became Independence Day
A new

in the United States.
nation was born.

A horse-drown wagon, symbolzing
the pioneer history of the Okl West, al
the annual Fourdh of July parade in
MNew Medco.

A udisanasiiez tiuens
isdiuatingsan 152w Ty

srur 12an 13 L fousionn Toila
Lan e au S wAUssnne
ﬁﬂﬁnﬂﬂﬁﬁluLﬁauﬂquﬂuu N.HA.
wmos LiouanTilandfunfTml
Aflaa i Ho 1S ovanwildasnm
a0uNyEt) ez daindna
nﬂﬁtﬂﬂﬁLﬂuﬁuﬂﬂuﬂuuﬁnﬁ

sysusuuay ifuaina annanafiu

ausenedasamid Tuiud «
NSNOAN W.A. bmow AT
¢ ningaad L Huiulsenae
dasamuoutss Laadgolusna
sz ina Tusdléfiorin 1 deduunda

In | 778, France recognized
the United States as an
Independcent country and
signed a treaty of alliance.
France helped the United
States as a way to weaken
Britain, its I-:-n.;_q-l:nme ENEmy.
The war ended when a peace
treaty was signed in Faris on
Apnl 15, | 7E3. In this treaty,
Brtain and other naticns
recognized the United States

as an independent nation.
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Congress passed a law making
Independence Day a federal
holiday on June 28, | &70.

It's a day of picnics and
patriotic parades, a night of
concerts and fireworks, and a
reason to fly the American flag.

Fireworks explode over the
Burington Waterfront dwing
annual Fourth of Juby festfivities in
Burington, Vermonlt. Thousands of
residents gather to enjoy the
lireworks show, which is preceded
and folowed by ive music,
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http://www.america.gov/publications/books/usa-history-in-brief.html
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/photogallery.html#/30145/july0409/
http://www.usa.gov/Topics/Independence-Day.shtml
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/jul04.html

