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The 2012 Women’s Empowerment Program
Focus on Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam
Emphasis on Increasing Local Capacity and Connectivity

Proposed Dates for the Program:
Group One: March 31-May 9, 2012
Group Two: October 7-November 13, 2012

Participants will participate in only one of the two groups.

Additional commitment dates in Thailand are required to host visiting U.S. counterparts for
approximately two weeks (at no expense to Thai participants).

Applications for Thai applicants can be e-mailed to wsc@cmu.ac.th.

The Women’s Studies Center of Chiang Mai University and the Mansfield Center of The
University of Montana seeks female applicants for a program sponsored by the U.S.
Embassy. The Women’s Empowerment Program will focus on the unique interests of
women in issues that affect the broader society, including business, civil society, and
journalism. Participants will represent women-owned businesses, non-governmental
organizations, healthcare industries, and educational institutions.

During their five-week programs in the United States, participants will gain firsthand
knowledge of how organizations and institutions advocate on behalf of women and their
critical role in community advancement, while also participating in site visits and specially-
designed seminars. The participants will spend approximately one month in the state of
Montana and one week in Washington, D.C.

Thai participants will also be asked to host a U.S. participant at their place of work. That
individual will be selected from among your hosts during your U.S. stay. These American
participants will travel overseas to engage with you and your counterparts on the role of
women in your country.

Other Essential Program Information

Program Funding: The United States government will cover all participant costs, including
international travel; travel and ground transportation in the U.S.; book, cultural, mailing, and
incidental allowances; and housing and subsistence expenses. Care will be taken to ensure
that any special requirements regarding diet, daily worship, housing, and medical care are
satisfied.


mailto:wsc@cmu.ac.th

While you will be asked to host U.S. participants at your place of work, the program for the
Americans will be at no expense to you or your organization. American participants will be
provided all funds for hotels, meals and transportation.

Health Insurance: All participants will receive the U.S. Department of State’s health
coverage. Pre-existing conditions are not covered.

Program Requirements and Restrictions: Participants are expected to participate fully in
the program. They are expected to attend all workshops and organized activities. The
program is very intensive and there will be little time for personal pursuits unrelated to the
program.

English Language Ability: It is imperative that all candidates demonstrate English language
fluency. The program is rigorous and demanding. Participants will be expected to handle
reading assignments in English and to be full and active participants in all seminar and panel
discussions. English fluency is vital to a successful experience.

Candidate Description and Qualifications: The participants are expected to be highly
motivated professionals working on the unique interests of women in issues that affect the
broader society, including business, civil society, and journalism. Participants will represent
women-owned businesses, non-governmental organizations, governmental organizations,
healthcare industries, and educational institutions. All participants will have a good
knowledge of English. We welcome applicants from both rural and urban areas, with little or
no prior experience in the United States or elsewhere outside Thailand. We welcome
participants of all backgrounds.

Candidates nominated for this program will:

e Have a strong interest in the interests of women in issues that affect the broader

society;

Be typically ages 25-45, though this is not an absolute requirement;

Be returning to their organization following completion of the program,;

Demonstrate strong leadership qualities and potential in their work;

Indicate a serious interest in learning about the United States;

Have earned a university degree.

Have demonstrated commitment to community activities;

Have had little or no prior study or travel experience in the United States or elsewhere

outside of Thailand;

¢ Be willing and able to fully participate in an intensive program, Fellowship position,
community service, and travel program,;

e Be comfortable able to make adjustments to cultural and social practices different
from those in Thailand; and,

e Have a good knowledge of English; English fluency is vital to a successful
experience.

Check here for Application Form. The deadline for receipt of applications is on December
10, 2011. Late applications will not be accepted. Selected candidates for preliminary
interview will be notified by 23" December 2011 on http://wsc.soc.cmu.ac.th/index.html.
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