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U.S. Eliminates Country-Based Scrutiny for Air Travelers
April 6, 2010

After consultations with governments and airline representatives, as well as U.S. intelligence and
law enforcement personnel, the Obama administration has announced new security measures
governing air travel to the United States that will screen all passengers based on real-time
intelligence, thereby eliminating emergency measures that had focused on citizens from certain
countries.

In an April 2 statement, the Department of Homeland Security said the new measures are
designed to be more flexible and efficient, and are tailored to “reflect the most current
information available to the U.S. government” as a means of ensuring the safety of travelers.

“The enhanced security measures that are going into effect are tailored to intelligence about
potential threats and are focused on all passengers from all countries,” the statement said. The
change eliminates special scrutiny for citizens of 14 countries that was implemented after the
attempted bombing of a U.S.-bound airliner on December 25, 2009.

“Passengers traveling to the United States from international destinations may notice enhanced
security and random screening measures throughout the passenger check-in and boarding
process, including the use of explosives trace detection, advanced imaging technology, canine
teams or pat downs, among other security measures,” the statement said.

The State Department’s assistant secretary for public affairs, P.J. Crowley, told reporters April 2
that the new system also applies to American citizens. Crowley said the “particular emphasis
given to 14 countries” after December 25, 2009, was neither sustainable nor efficient. “Since that
time, we’ve been engaged in intensive dialogue with those countries,” he said.
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