PRESS RELEASE

Embassy of the United States of America in Damascus
Tel: 963-11-3391-4444 Fax: 963-11-332-1456  Web: http://damascus.usembassy.gov/

American Country Music in Syria with
Kareem Salama
May 4, 2010

Damascus - Kareem Salama, an Egyptian-American singer/songwriter from Oklahoma with a country
and pop music flare, will tour in Syria May 13-17. The Cultural Section of the American Embassy in
Damascus is sponsoring his visit.

Salama will start his tour with a performance for students at al-Baath University in Homs. On May 16,
Salama and his three-person band will give a free concert at Tishreen Park in Damascus. On May 17,
Salama will perform at Dar Al-Assad for Culture and Arts in Latakia. The public is welcome to attend
the Damascus and Latakia events and can pick up free tickets at the American Cultural Center building
and at the venues prior to the performances.

Salama began recording his first album while in law school. Since then, he has released two albums
and has performed for audiences in the United States, Europe, and the Middle East and North Africa.
Major press outlets including the New York Times have covered his work. His new album is scheduled
for release soon.

Salama, the son of Egyptian immigrants, was born and raised in a small town in Oklahoma. His
upbringing blended Arab and Muslim traditions with the cultural heritage of Oklahoma’s Native
Americans as well as the American South and Southwest.

Salama memorizes classical European and Arabic poetry and enjoys boxing and riding horses. Upon
meeting Kareem at a White House dinner, President Obama exclaimed, “You can sing!”

Schedule of Public Concerts

Sunday, May 16

20:00 Tishreen Park (Damascus)

Monday, May 17

20:00 Dar Al-Assad for Culture and Arts (Latakia)

For more information please contact:
Waseem Abdo

Information Specialist

U.S. Embassy - Damascus

Tel: 3391 4117

Fax: 3391 1456

Cell: 0967 777 855

abdow@state.gov
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