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Statement by Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs William J. Burns
February 17, 2010

Good afternoon. I am pleased to be back in Damascus. I am here to convey President Obama’s
continuing interest in building better relations with Syria based upon mutual interest and mutual
respect. Syria plays an important role in the Middle East and this is a moment in which both
Syria and the United States, despite our differences, have a stake in exploring ways in which we
might cooperate.

| had quite productive and extensive discussions with President Assad. We talked candidly
about areas in which we disagree, but also identified areas of common ground on which we can
build. The White House announced yesterday that Robert Ford will be the next American
ambassador to Syria if he is confirmed by the U.S. Senate. That is a clear sign — after five years
without an American ambassador in Damascus — of America’s readiness to improve relations
and to cooperate in the pursuit of a just, lasting, and comprehensive peace between Arabs and
Israelis with progress on all tracks of the peace process, and in the pursuit of regional peace and
stability.

To deepen our dialogue as we move forward, Ambassador Dan Benjamin, the State
Department’s Coordinator for Counterterrorism, will remain here for another day of meetings. [
have no illusions about the challenges on the road ahead, but my meeting with President Assad
leaves me hopeful that we can make progress together in the interest of both of our countries.

Thank you very much.
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William J. Burns Biography

Under Secretary

POLITICAL AFFAIRS

Term of Appointment: 05/13/2008 to present

Bill Burns holds the highest rank in the Foreign Service, Career Ambassador, and became Under
Secretary for Political Affairs, the highest career position in the State Department, in May 2008.

Ambassador Burns served from 2005 until 2008 as Ambassador to Russia. He was Assistant Secretary of
State for Near Eastern Affairs from 2001 until 2005, and Ambassador to Jordan from 1998 until 2001.
Ambassador Burns has also served in a number of other posts since entering the Foreign Service in 1982,
including: Executive Secretary of the State Department and Special Assistant to Secretaries Christopher
and Albright; Minister-Counselor for Political Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow; Acting Director
and Principal Deputy Director of the State Department's Policy Planning Staff; and Special Assistant to
the President and Senior Director for Near East and South Asian Affairs at the National Security Council
staff.

Ambassador Burns earned a B.A. in History from LaSalle University and M.Phil. and D.Phil. degrees in
International Relations from Oxford University, where he studied as a Marshall Scholar. He is the
recipient of three honorary doctoral degrees. Ambassador Burns is the author of Economic Aid and
American Policy Toward Egypt, 1955-1981 (State University of New York Press, 1985). He speaks
Russian, Arabic, and French, and is the recipient of two Presidential Distinguished Service Awards and a
number of Department of State awards, including two Distinguished Honor Awards, the 2006 Charles E.
Cobb, Jr. Ambassadorial Award for Initiative and Success in Trade Development, the 2005 Robert C.
Frasure Memorial Award for conflict resolution and peacemaking, and the James Clement Dunn Award.
In 1994, he was named to TIME Magazine's list of the "50 Most Promising American Leaders Under Age
40", and to TIME's list of "100 Young Global Leaders."
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 16, 2010

President Obama Announces More Key Administration Posts

WASHINGTON - Today, President Barack Obama announced his intent to nominate
the following individual to a key Administration post:

e Robert Stephen Ford, Ambassador to the Syrian Arab Republic, Department of
State

President Obama said, “Our nation will be well-served by this fine public servant, who
brings a depth of experience and tremendous dedication to his field. I look forward to

working with him in the months and years ahead.”

President Obama announced today his intent to nominate the following individual:

Robert Stephen Ford, Nominee for Ambassador to the Syrian Arab Republic,
Department of State

Robert Stephen Ford is presently Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy
Baghdad, Iraq. Mr. Ford is a career member of the Senior Foreign Service. He was
confirmed by the U.S. Senate as Ambassador to Algeria on May 27, 2006, and sworn in
on August 11, 2006. Mr. Ford served from 2004 until 2006 and again from 2008 until
2009 as the Political Counselor to the U.S. Embassy Baghdad, Iraq and was Deputy
Chief of Mission in Bahrain from 2001 until 2004. Mr. Ford has also served in a number
of other posts since entering the Foreign Service in 1985, including Izmir, Cairo, Algiers,
and Yaoundé. Mr. Ford earned a Master of Arts in 1983 from Johns Hopkins University.
He is a recipient of a number of Department of State awards, including the 2005 James
Clement Dunn Award for outstanding work at the mid-level in the Foreign Service as
well as three Superior Honor Awards and two Meritorious Honor awards. Mr. Ford
speaks German, Turkish, French, and Arabic.
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