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Good afternoon.  I am pleased to be back in Damascus.  I am here to convey President Obama’s 

continuing interest in building better relations with Syria based upon mutual interest and mutual 

respect.  Syria plays an important role in the Middle East and this is a moment in which both 

Syria and the United States, despite our differences, have a stake in exploring ways in which we 

might cooperate.  

 

I had quite productive and extensive discussions with President Assad.  We talked candidly 

about areas in which we disagree, but also identified areas of common ground on which we can 

build.  The White House announced yesterday that Robert Ford will be the next American 

ambassador to Syria if he is confirmed by the U.S. Senate.  That is a clear sign – after five years 

without an American ambassador in Damascus – of America’s readiness to improve relations 

and to cooperate in the pursuit of a just, lasting, and comprehensive peace between Arabs and 

Israelis with progress on all tracks of the peace process, and in the pursuit of regional peace and 

stability.  

  

To deepen our dialogue as we move forward, Ambassador Dan Benjamin, the State 

Department’s Coordinator for Counterterrorism, will remain here for another day of meetings.  I 

have no illusions about the challenges on the road ahead, but my meeting with President Assad 

leaves me hopeful that we can make progress together in the interest of both of our countries.   

 

Thank you very much. 
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لسياسية تصريح السيذ وليم بيروس وكيل وزارة الخارجية الأمريكية للشؤون ا
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أٔا ٕ٘ا لأٔمً ا٘رّاَ اٌشئ١ظ أٚتاِا اٌّرٛاصً تثٕاء علالاخ أفضً ِع عٛس٠ح عٍٝ . ٠غعذٟٔ أْ أعٛد إٌٝ دِشك. ِغاء اٌخ١ش
ٚفٟ ٘زٖ ٌحظح ٌذٜ عٛس٠ح , عٛس٠ح ذٍعة دٚساً ِّٙاً فٟ اٌششق الأٚعظ. أعاط اٌّصٍحح اٌّرثادٌح ٚالاحرشاَ اٌّرثادي

 .٠اخ اٌّرحذج ِصٍحح ـ سغُ اخرلافاذٕا ـ تغثش اٌطشق اٌرٟ ٠ّىٓ ٌٕا أْ ٔرعاْٚ تٙاٚاٌٛلا

ٌمذ ذحذثٕا تصشاحح عٓ الأِٛس اٌرٟ لا ٔرفك ع١ٍٙا، ٌىٕٕا أ٠ضاً . ٌمذ أجش٠د ِحادثاخ ِثّشج ِٚىثفح ذّاِاً ِع اٌشئ١ظ الأعذ
أِظ أْ سٚتشخ فٛسد ع١ىْٛ اٌغف١ش الأِش٠ىٟ اٌمادَ فٟ  ٌمذ أعٍٓ اٌث١د الأت١ض. حذدٔا أِٛساً ِشرشوح ٠ّىٓ ٌٕا اٌثٕاء ع١ٍٙا

٘زٖ إشاسج ج١ٍح ـ تعذ خّظ عٕٛاخ ِٓ دْٚ عف١ش . عٛس٠ح إرا ِا ذّد اٌّٛافمح ع١ٍٗ ِٓ جأة ِجٍظ اٌش١ٛخ الأِش٠ىٟ
عشب أِش٠ىٟ فٟ دِشك ـ عٓ اعرعذاد أِش٠ىا ٌرحغ١ٓ اٌعلالاخ ٌٍٚرعاْٚ فٟ اٌغعٟ إٌٝ علاَ عادي ٚدائُ ٚشاًِ ت١ٓ اي

. ٚالإعشائ١١ٍ١ٓ ِع ذمذَ عٍٝ ج١ّع ِغاساخ ع١ٍّح اٌغلاَ ٚفٟ اٌغعٟ ٌٍغلاَ ٚالاعرمشاس الإل١١ّ١ٍٓ

ِٚٓ أجً ذع١ّك حٛاسٔا ت١ّٕا ّٔضٟ لذِاً فإْ اٌغف١ش داْ ت١ٕجا١ِٓ ِٕغك ٚصاسج اٌخاسج١ح ٌّىافحح الإس٘اب عٛف ٠ثمٝ ٕ٘ا 
د٠اخ اٌرٟ ذمثع أِإِا عٍٝ اٌطش٠ك، ٌىٓ اجرّاعٟ تاٌشئ١ظ الأعذ ١ٌظ ٌذٞ شه ح١اي اٌرح. ١ٌَٛ آخش ٠عمذ خلاٌٗ اجرّاعاخ

 .ٚشىشاً جض٠لًا ٌىُ. ِٕحٕٟ الأًِ تأٔٗ ٠ّىٕٕا أْ ٔحشص ذمذِاً ِعاً فٟ ِصٍحح ولا اٌثٍذ٠ٓ

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

William J. Burns Biography 

Under Secretary 

POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

Term of Appointment: 05/13/2008 to present  

 

Bill Burns holds the highest rank in the Foreign Service, Career Ambassador, and became Under 

Secretary for Political Affairs, the highest career position in the State Department, in May 2008.   

Ambassador Burns served from 2005 until 2008 as Ambassador to Russia. He was Assistant Secretary of 

State for Near Eastern Affairs from 2001 until 2005, and Ambassador to Jordan from 1998 until 2001. 

Ambassador Burns has also served in a number of other posts since entering the Foreign Service in 1982, 

including: Executive Secretary of the State Department and Special Assistant to Secretaries Christopher 

and Albright; Minister-Counselor for Political Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow; Acting Director 

and Principal Deputy Director of the State Department's Policy Planning Staff; and Special Assistant to 

the President and Senior Director for Near East and South Asian Affairs at the National Security Council 

staff. 

Ambassador Burns earned a B.A. in History from LaSalle University and M.Phil. and D.Phil. degrees in 

International Relations from Oxford University, where he studied as a Marshall Scholar. He is the 

recipient of three honorary doctoral degrees.  Ambassador Burns is the author of Economic Aid and 

American Policy Toward Egypt, 1955-1981 (State University of New York Press, l985). He speaks 

Russian, Arabic, and French, and is the recipient of two Presidential Distinguished Service Awards and a 

number of Department of State awards, including two Distinguished Honor Awards, the 2006 Charles E. 

Cobb, Jr. Ambassadorial Award for Initiative and Success in Trade Development, the 2005 Robert C. 

Frasure Memorial Award for conflict resolution and peacemaking, and the James Clement Dunn Award. 

In 1994, he was named to TIME Magazine's list of the "50 Most Promising American Leaders Under Age 

40", and to TIME's list of "100 Young Global Leaders." 
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وليم ج بيرنز 

ٚو١ً ٚسارح اٌخبرج١خ ٌٍشؤْٚ اٌظ١بط١خ 

ٚدزٝ اٌٛلذ اٌذبضز  2008(/ ِب٠ٛ)أ٠بر /13: فززح شغً إٌّظت

ٚو١ً ٚسارح اٌخبرج١خ  2008ِب٠ٛ /٠شغً ث١ً ث١زٔش أػٍٝ ٚظ١فخ فٟ اٌخذِخ اٌخبرج١خ ٟٚ٘ ِٕظت طف١ز دائُ، ٚلذ أطجخ فٟ شٙز أ٠بر

. ة دائُ فٟ ٚسارح اٌخبرج١خٌٍشؤْٚ اٌظ١بط١خ، اٌذٞ ٠شىً أػٍٝ ِٕض

لذ خذَ ِؼبْٚ ٚس٠ز  2005ٚ 2001خذَ اٌظف١ز ث١زٔش طف١زاً ٌٍٛلا٠بد اٌّزذذح ٌذٜ رٚط١ب، ٚوبْ ث١ٓ ػبِٟ 2008ٚ 2005ث١ٓ ػبِٟ 

دد ٚلذ خذَ اٌظف١ز ث١زٔش فٟ ع. طف١ز اٌٛلا٠بد اٌّزذذح ٌذٜ الأردْ 2001ٚ 1998اٌخبرج١خ ٌشؤْٚ اٌشزق الأٚطط، وّب وبْ ث١ٓ ػبِٟ 

اٌظىزر١ز اٌزٕف١ذٞ ٌٛسارح اٌخبرج١خ : ، ِٚٓ رٍه إٌّبطت1982ِٓ إٌّبطت الأخزٜ ِٕذ ٌٚٛجٗ طٍه اٌخذِخ اٌخبرج١خ فٟ ػبَ 

ٚاٌّظبػذ اٌخبص ٌٍٛس٠ز٠ٓ وز٠ظزٛفز ٚأٌجزا٠ذ، ِظزشبر اٌشؤْٚ اٌظ١بط١خ فٟ طفبرح اٌٛلا٠بد اٌّزذذح فٟ ِٛطىٛ، إٌبئت الأٚي ٚاٌّذ٠ز 

٠ط اٌظ١بطخ فٟ ٚسارح اٌخبرج١خ، ٚاٌّظبػذ اٌخبص ٌٍزئ١ض ٚاٌّذ٠ز الأػٍٝ ٌشؤْٚ اٌشزق الأٚطط ٚجٕٛة آط١ب فٟ ثب١ٌٕبثخ ٌفز٠ك رخط

. ِجٍض الأِٓ اٌمِٟٛ

وّب ٠ذًّ إجبساد فٟ . إضبفخ إٌٝ شٙبدرٟ اٌّبجظز١ز ٚاٌذوزٛراٖ فٟ اٌفٍظفخ( لاطبي)٠ذًّ اٌظف١ز ث١زٔش إجبسح فٟ اٌزبر٠خ ِٓ جبِؼخ 

. ٚلذ رٍمٝ اٌظف١ز ث١زٔش ثلاس شٙبداد دوزٛراٖ فخز٠خ". ِبرشبي"ِٓ جبِؼخ أوظفٛرد اٌزٟ درص ف١ٙب ِٓ خلاي ٔظبَ ِٕخ  اٌؼلالبد اٌذ١ٌٚخ

، ٠ٚزىٍُ 1985، ِطبثغ جبِؼخ ٠ٛ١ٔٛرن 1955ـ  1981اٌؼْٛ الالزظبدٞ ٚاٌظ١بطخ الأِز٠ى١خ رجبٖ ِظز،"أٌّفَ اٌظف١ز ث١زٔش وزبثبً ثؼٕٛاْ 

ٚلذ , ط١خ ٚاٌؼزث١خ ٚاٌفزٔظ١خ، ٚرٍمٝ جبئشر١ٓ رئبط١ز١ٓ ػٍٝ اٌخذِخ ا١ٌّّشح ٚػذداً ِٓ جٛائش ٚسارح اٌخبرج١خاٌظف١ز ث١زٔش اٌٍغبد اٌزٚ

، 2006جبئشرٟ ر١ّش اٌشزف، ٚجبئشح رشبرٌش إٞ وٛة ج١ٔٛٛر ٌٍظفزاء ػٍٝ اٌّجبدرح ٚإٌجبح فٟ ر١ّٕخ اٌزجبرح فٟ ػبَ : رضّٕذ رٍه

رُ  1994ٚفٟ ػبَ . 2005دً إٌشاع ٚطٕغ اٌظلاَ، ٚجبئشح ج١ّض ط١ّ١ٍٕذ دْ ػبَ ٚجبئشح رٚثزد طٟ فزاسٚر اٌزذوبر٠خ ػٍٝ 

 (.اٌزب٠ُ)اٌؼب١ٌّخ اٌٍزبْ رظذرّ٘ب ِجٍخ " ِئخ لبئذ شبة"ٚلبئّخ " اٌمبدح الأِز٠ى١ْٛ اٌخّظْٛ اٌٛاػذْٚ رذذ طٓ الأرثؼ١ٓ"رزش١ذٗ ٌمبئّخ 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 16, 2010 

 
President Obama Announces More Key Administration Posts 

 
WASHINGTON – Today, President Barack Obama announced his intent to nominate 
the following individual to a key Administration post: 
 

 Robert Stephen Ford, Ambassador to the Syrian Arab Republic, Department of 
State 

 

President Obama said, “Our nation will be well-served by this fine public servant, who 
brings a depth of experience and tremendous dedication to his field. I look forward to 
working with him in the months and years ahead.”   
 
President Obama announced today his intent to nominate the following individual: 
 
Robert Stephen Ford, Nominee for Ambassador to the Syrian Arab Republic, 
Department of State 
Robert Stephen Ford is presently Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy 
Baghdad, Iraq. Mr. Ford is a career member of the Senior Foreign Service. He was 
confirmed by the U.S. Senate as Ambassador to Algeria on May 27, 2006, and sworn in 
on August 11, 2006. Mr. Ford served from 2004 until 2006 and again from 2008 until 
2009 as the Political Counselor to the U.S. Embassy Baghdad, Iraq and was Deputy 
Chief of Mission in Bahrain from 2001 until 2004. Mr. Ford has also served in a number 
of other posts since entering the Foreign Service in 1985, including Izmir, Cairo, Algiers, 
and Yaoundé. Mr. Ford earned a Master of Arts in 1983 from Johns Hopkins University. 
He is a recipient of a number of Department of State awards, including the 2005 James 
Clement Dunn Award for outstanding work at the mid-level in the Foreign Service as 
well as three Superior Honor Awards and two Meritorious Honor awards. Mr. Ford 
speaks German, Turkish, French, and Arabic. 
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 عله مرشحيه لمىاصب إدارية رئيسية جذيذةالرئيس أوباما ي
 

 :ٌّٕصة إداسٞ سئ١غٟأعٍٓ اٌشئ١ظ تاسان أٚتاِا ا١ٌَٛ ١ٔرٗ ذشش١ح الاعُ اٌراٌٟ  –ٚاشٕطٓ 

 ،ٌّٕصة عف١ش اٌٛلا٠اخ اٌّرحذج إٌٝ اٌجّٙٛس٠ح اٌعشت١ح اٌغٛس٠ح، ٚصاسج اٌخاسج١ح سٚتشخ عر١ف١ٓ فٛسد. 
 

ٜ ٔحٛ ج١ذ ِٓ خلاي ٘زا اٌّٛظف اٌحىِٟٛ اٌج١ذ اٌزٞ ٠ض١ف عّماً ِٓ اٌخثشج ٚذفا١ٔاً إْ أِرٕا عرخذَ عً"ٚلاي اٌشئ١ظ أٚتاِا   

 ."ٚأٔا أذطٍع إٌٝ اٌعًّ ِعٗ فٟ الأشٙش ٚاٌغٕٛاخ اٌمادِح, وث١شاً ٌٍّجاي اٌزٞ ٠عًّ تٗ

 
: يةروبرت ستيفه فىرد المرشح لمىصب سفير الىلايات المتحذة لذي الجمهىرية العربية السىرية، وزارة الخارج

ٚاٌغ١ذ . سٚتشخ عر١فٓ فٛسد ٠شغً حا١ٌاً ِٕصة ٔائة سئ١ظ اٌثعثح اٌذتٍِٛاع١ح فٟ عفاسج اٌٛلا٠اخ اٌّرحذج فٟ تغذاد، اٌعشاق
ٚافك ِجٍظ اٌش١ٛخ عٍٝ  2006( ِا٠ٛ)أ٠اس /27فٟ . فٛسد ٘ٛ عضٛ دائُ فٟ لغُ وثاس اٌّٛظف١ٓ فٟ اٌخذِح اٌخاسج١ح

ٚت١ٓ  2006ٚ 2004ٚخذَ اٌغ١ذ فٛسد ت١ٓ عاِٟ . 2006( أغغطظ)آب  11فٟ  ذع١١ٕٗ عف١شاً ٌذٜ اٌجضائش فأدٜ اٌمغُ
وّغرشاس ع١اعٟ فٟ عفاسج اٌٛلا٠اخ اٌّرحذج فٟ تغذاد، وّا واْ ٔائة سئ١ظ اٌثعثح اٌذتٍِٛاع١ح فٟ  2009ٚ 2008عاِٟ 

عٍه اٌخذِح اٌخاسج١ح  ٚخذَ اٌغ١ذ فٛسد أ٠ضاً فٟ عذد ِٓ إٌّاصة الأخشٜ ِٕز ٌٚٛجٗ. 2004ٚ 2001اٌثحش٠ٓ ت١ٓ عاِٟ 
٠ٚحًّ اٌغ١ذ فٛسد شٙادج اٌّاجغر١ش فٟ ا٢داب ِٓ جاِعح . ، تّا فٟ رٌه إص١ِش ٚاٌما٘شج ٚاٌجضائش ٠ٚاٚأذ1985ٖفٟ عاَ 

جائضج ج١ّظ و١ّ١ٍد داْ عٍٝ اٌعًّ : ٚلذ ذٍمٝ عذداً ِٓ جٛائض ٚصاسج اٌخاسج١ح، ٚذرضّٓ ذٍه. 1983جٛٔض ٘ٛتى١ٕض عاَ 
إضافح إٌٝ ثلاز جٛائض ششف ِر١ّض ٚجائضذٟ ششف  2005اٌّرٛعظ فٟ اٌخذِح اٌخاسج١ح عاَ  اٌّر١ّض فٟ اٌّغرٜٛ

. ٠رىٍُ اٌغ١ذ فٛسد اٌٍغاخ الأٌّا١ٔح ٚاٌرشو١ح ٚاٌفشٔغ١ح ٚاٌعشت١ح. اعرحمالٟ

 


