= U.S. Embassy Bern

Welcome to SWISS WATCH VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1

A Message from The Ambassador:

The enduring friendship of Switzerland and the United States
dates back centuries. Last year, 470,000 Swiss visited the U.S. - and
dozens of American companies located in Switzerland, adding to the
more than 600 already operating here. From trade to investment
from rewarding diplomatic assignments to tough issues of tax avoid-
ance and bank secrecy, we work together at every level of society,

business and government.

This humble newsletter is our latest effort to add just a little

more value to our Swiss-American relationship. Please send us your

U.S. Ambassador to Switzerland and ideas and comments - help us make this letter a way for you to get

Liechtenstein Donald S. Beyer Jr. even more out of the partnership of these Sister Republics.

Don Beyer, U.S. Ambassador to Switzerland and Liechtenstein

> Ambassador’s Message

More Details

Educate yourself on President
Obama's Blueprint for America: > The Consular Corner
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blueprint

> American Citizen Services

Learn more about the State Depart- > “Sister Republics” bi-lateral

ment's Policy on Global Climate - Women’s Leader Conference

Ch : .
ange > Embassy Greening

> U.S. Travel Spotlight

www.state.gov/e/oes/climate

index.htm

> Helpful Links
Understand U.S. Policy on Democracy,

Seal of the United States of
America’s Department of State

Human Rights, and Labor:

http://www.state.gov/j/drl/index.htm

THE EMBASSY GREEN TEAM IS HARD AT WORK!

Switzerland is a land of stunning natural beauty and the U.S. Embassy in Bern shares the Swiss com-
mitment to preserving and protecting this beauty. Over the past few years, we've invested significant
time and money into lessening our impact on the environment. What follows is just some of what we've

done so that we tread more lightly.

e  The Ambassador's residence is the first stand alone residence in Bern to be connected to district

heating. This investment will save tens of thousands of gallons of heating oil every winter!

e  Energy saving technology (new LED Bulbs, light timers and motion detectors, new efficient ap-
pliances) have been installed throughout the chancery building and the Residence, resulting in a
15% decrease in energy consumption at the Residence and a 10% reduction at the chancery since
2010.

e In 2011 Embassy Bern partnered with Swiss Climate AG to perform a carbon footprint study to
establish baseline emissions and measure our reduction in consumption. Our goal is a Gold

award from Swiss Climate.

®  Recycling is a way of life at the Embassy: 98% of PET plastic, aluminum, glass, wood paper,

printer cartridges, batteries, copper, electronics & scrap metal are recycled.

e The "Green Team": Chaired by the Ambassador, the Green Team meets quarterly, to inform and
educate embassy employees and sponsor initiatives, like the beautiful lavender along the chan-

cery's perimeter fence.

More Details

To learn more about Chicago, click here
And be sure to check out our new U.S.A travel
site. It is full of great information to plan your trip

anywhere in the U.S.

www.DiscoverAmerica.com

A straightforward video about the Visa Process:

- Visit America: It's easier than you think

Video created by DHS and Disney that is seen by
over 25 million visitors to the U.S. every year:

' - Welcome to America, Simple as 1-2-3

"Sister Republics” Bilateral Women Leaders Conference Meets Again in Bern:

March 6, 2012 Looking around the hall in the Swiss Parliament build-
ing, Megan Beyer, Chair of Embassy Bern's bilateral women leaders
conference noted, "We have 80 cracks in the glass ceiling right here.

Who better to figure out how to get more of our sisters into leader-

ship?"
SISTER REPUBLICS: For the second year in a row, U.S. Embassy Bern hosted "Sister Re-
BUILDING BRIDGES - publics: Building Bridges - An Action Plan for Women's Leadership"

AN ACTION PLAN FOR
WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP
(MAR 7, 2012)

taking the traditional Swiss/American Sister Republics relationship

into the 21st century.

The nations are called Sister Republics because the Founding Fathers
helped each other form vibrant young democracies. The bilateral
conference is for women from the White House to the Swiss Federal
Council, from the Swiss economic ministry to the U.S. Department of
Commerce, for leaders of NGO's and CEO's from both countries. The
purpose: to collaborate on removing stubborn obstacles to women's

leadership. To learn more about this amazing Conference, click below

More Details

Please see the U.S. Citizen Services portion of our
website for information related to: If you are an American citizen, even if you have

another nationality, you must enter the United
L] Visiting the Embassy in Bern

States on a valid U.S. passport.

(] Federal Tax Law If you are not American, you may be eligible to

travel without a visa on the Visa Waiver Program
. Federal Benefits Unit

(VWP). The basic requirements for travel on the

) VWP are:
®  Contact in case of an emergency

. you must be a citizen of a country in the VWP;
L] Information for Travelers

(] your trip is for business or pleasure and will
L] Judicial Assistance
last a maximum of 90 days;

®  Passport Cards | Books o )
(] you have a valid biometric passport; and

L] Report of a birth abroad

(] you obtain Electronic System for Travel Au-

®  Death of an American Citizen abroad thorization (ESTA) approval prior to travel.

To find out if you may travel on the VWP, click here

o Voting
If you are not a citizen of a country in the VWP, you
L] Living in Switzerland

will need a Visa. Likewise, if you are from a VWP
country but want to stay as a tourist for longer than
o Renunciations
90 days, or if you would like to work or study in the
U.S., you need to apply for a visa. If you need a
U.S. Visa, please click here for easy to follow in-

structions on how to apply.

To remove your name from our mailing list, please reply to this e-mail and write “UNSUBSCRIBE” in
the subject line.

Questions or comments? E-mail us at BernPA@state.gov
Privacy Statement | FAQ’S | Contact us
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