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Sweden and
the United
States will be
working to-
gether in in-
ternational
climate
change talks
for reduced carbon emissions, leaders of the
two nations announced in a September 4
joint press conference in Stockholm, Sweden.

Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt and
President Obama discussed the need for the

world to address climate change, which Rein-
feldt called “one of the most important chal-

lenges to our societies.”
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At the press conference, President Obama
expressed respect for Sweden’s progress in
this area. “Sweden is obviously an extraordi-
nary leader when it comes to tackling climate
change, increasing energy efficiency, and de-
veloping new technologies,” he said.

President Obama also visited Sweden’s Royal
Institute of Technology to see examples of
energy innovation research, with a view to-
ward enhanced collaboration between the
two nations on energy efficiency and carbon
reduction schemes of the future. At the Royal
Institute, they saw for example the Sleipner
hydrogen-powered car (pictured above), de-
veloped at the Institute’s School of Chemical
Science and Engineering. Read more.
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Sweden Named Most Sustainable Country in the World, United States Ranked gth

Swiss investment group RobecoSAM ranks Sweden as
the most sustainable country in the world in its re-
cent ranking of 59 countries. It gauges a wide range
of environmental and social governance issues like
carbon emissions, social cohesion and civil liberties.

Sweden is ranked as number one, scoring high on
both renewable energy sources and carbon dioxide
emissions with the United States on 9th place. The
ranking aims to offer insight into investment risks
and opportunities related to environmental, social
and governance practices such as emissions and reli-
ance on fossil fuels. Read more.

Earlier this year, Dr. Ernest Moniz was officially sworn in as the 13th
United States Secretary of Energy. After his swearing-in he listed a variety
of top priorities for his term as Secretary of Energy — from promoting
American leadership in science and clean energy innovation to maintain-
ing a safe and reliable nuclear stockpile.

Prior to his appointment, Secretary Moniz was the Cecil and Ida Green
Professor of Physics and Engineering Systems at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology where he was a faculty member since 1973. From
1997 until January 2001, Dr. Moniz served as Under Secretary of the De-
partment of Energy. To learn more about Secretary Moniz visit his Face-
book and Twitter pages. Read more.
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Rachel Agnew; Erica Restich and Marie Vasallo New SAGA Trainees

Three young professionals from the United
States have been selected for the SAGA Trainee
Program. Rachel Agnew, Erica Restich, and
Marie Vasallo will be in Sweden until late No-
vember to gain experience in corporate social
- ' responsibility and sustainability in particular.

k j The program offers three traineeships to U.S.
i . - '} | students and young professionals at organiza-
~ ‘ ! . ' b tions in the Municipality of Sundsvall. The
| companies — SCA, SSG and Akroken Science
Park — are hosting the young professionals.
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The initiative was unveiled in May by the Swed-
ish American Chamber of Commerce (SACC-USA), the Embassy of Sweden in Washington D.C. and the U.S.

Embassy in Stockholm. The SAGA Trainee Program was launched under the auspices of the Swedish Ameri-
can Green Alliance (SAGA). Read more.
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EU Emissions Declined in 2012

Emissions of greenhouse gases from installations participating in the EU
Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) decreased by 2 percent last year, ac-

cording to information recorded in the Union Registry.

The EU ETS covers more than 12 000 power plants and manufacturing
installations in the 28 EU member states, Norway and Liechtenstein. Un-
der the EU ETS, installations are required to submit their verified emis-

sions data for each year to Member State registries. Read more.

Swedish Alfa Laval Acquires U.S. Based Energy Company

Alfa Laval has acquired U.S.-based Niagara Blower Company, a

7\ YN manufacturer of energy-efficient niche heat transfer solutions. The
company’s products are engineered-to-order, and particularly suited
u\\//\l for use in the oil and gas processing industries.

They are also used in a wide range of other industries, such as power, food and beverage and pharmaceuti-
cals. Niagara Blower Company is located in Buffalo, New York. It generated sales of about SEK 425 million in

2012. The company has 120 employees. Read more.

Solar Panels Installed at the White House

Solar panels are installed at the White House. The installation of
the rooftop solar panel system is part of a broader energy retrofit
intended to improve the overall energy efficiency of the building.

A White House official said that the retrofit will pay for itself in
energy savings over the next eight years. The installation of the
solar panels is the latest step the current administration has taken
to increase the federal government’s energy efficiency. The goal is
to have 20 percent of the federal government’s energy use come
from renewables by 2020. Read more.
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Duke University Sponsors Exceptional Swedish Student

nuclear engineering.

Each summer, Duke University sponsors an exceptional student
from the Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) in Stockholm to work
on a project related to the Smart Home program. The Smart Home
program seeks to reduce energy consumption and costs for resi-
dential, commercial, and industrial electricity customers. This
year, Duke selected Alberto Pizzalo who is majoring in energy and

Pizzolato recently finished a seven-week visit to Duke University
FAALARAVARAY \ and focused primarily on investigating techniques for gathering
Photo: duke.edu device-level insight from building energy data. Read more.
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IKEA to Use Geothermal Energy at Kansas Store

IKEA plans to incorporate the largest geothermal heating and cooling sys-
tem in the state of Kansas in its upcoming store in Merriam. The related
drilling and underground work should be complete by winter, with the sys-
tem operational when the building opens in fall 2014.

The Merriam store will be the second U.S. IKEA location with geothermal
technology. In 2011, IKEA opened a store in Centennial, Colorado, that
uses geothermal technology. Read more.
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Landskrona Introduces Electric Bus

The Town of Landskrona in southern Sweden will
begin using a battery-powered bus with so-called
Slideindrift. The bus will be a part of the town's
fleet of public buses and run under existing tram
power lines which will enable them to recharge on
the go.

Klas Séren Petersson, bus manager at Skane-
trafiken, says that Slideindrift “enables us to in-
crease the electrification of the Landskrona city
bus network without the need to set up more wires.” Slideln is based on a technique in which the bus is
charged while driving. By charging the battery while the vehicle is moving, charging becomes more effi-
cient and at the same time the buses are able to run without contact wires. Read more.
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USS. Solar Energy Economy Growing With Installation Surge

According to a new report, the U.S. had 7,500 megawatts of
solar photovoltaic capacity at the end of 2012, three times
more than in 2010, and more than ten times as much as in
2007. The US installed 1,300MW of solar capacity in just the
fourth quarter of last year.

The growth continues with solar energy representing nearly
half of all the new electricity generation capacity installed
across the country in the first half of 2013. Solar energy costs
are falling rapidly. The cost of installed solar energy systems fell
by 27 percent during 2012. Read more.
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