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Statement by the Embassy of the United States of America in Khartoum

As part of the United States government’s continued support for a lasting peace in Sudan, the
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) donated equipment to the
African Union (AU) in support of the Abyei Joint Oversight Committee (AJOC). The Chargé
d’Affaires of the U.S. Embassy in Sudan, Ambassador Joseph D. Stafford, formally handed
over the equipment in a transfer ceremony on June 20, 2012, held at the African Union
headquarters in Khartoum.

USAID is donating much-needed equipment, including a generator, several vehicles, and office
equipment. After the initial handover to the AU, the goods will be transported to Abyei, where
they will be used to support the AJOC’s mission there.

In response to the situation in Abyei, the African Union High-Level Implementation Panel
(AUHIP), chaired by President Thabo Mbeki, with the support of the Government of Ethiopia,
UNMIS, and other stakeholders, facilitated high-level meetings between Sudan and South
Sudan in Addis Ababa. On June 20, 2011 the Government of Sudan and the Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement agreed to transfer the powers contained in the Abyei Protocol of the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) to the newly established Abyei Joint Oversight
Committee (AJOC).

AJOC is composed of two members of each party and a facilitator appointed by the African

Union Commission, which will report to the Presidents of Sudan and South Sudan. AJOC is
charged with overseeing the security situation in Abyei and promoting security and stability

until a permanent agreement on the Abyei Area is reached by the CPA patrties.
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