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MEDIA NOTE
Statement by Charge d’Affaires Joseph Stafford on the Recent Attack on UNAMID Peacekeepers

I was deeply saddened to hear that an African Union/United Nations Hybrid operation in Darfur (UNAMID)
convoy en route to Hashaba was attacked by an armed militia, resulting in the death of one peacekeeper and the
injury of four others. This ambush was the second attack on UNAMID peacekeepers this month and the
thirteenth attack since the signing of the Doha Document for Peace in Darfur (DDPD). The United States
condemns in the strongest possible terms all attacks on UNAMID personnel. We stress that attacks on
UNAMID peacekeepers may constitute war crimes. We call on the Government of Sudan and the Darfur
Regional Authority to conduct promptly full and credible investigations into all attacks against UNAMID and to
hold the perpetrators accountable.

When attacked, this UNAMID convoy was en route to Hashaba to investigate the credible reports that at least
70 civilians were killed during a period of intense fighting in this area between Sudanese government forces and
rebel groups, which included the use of aerial bombardments by the Government of Sudan. It is unacceptable
that UNAMID was attacked by an armed group that prevented it from carrying out this important investigation
that falls within its mandate. We urge the Government of Sudan and all armed actors to allow UNAMID
immediate and unfettered access to Hashaba and all areas of Darfur.

The United States shares the concerns expressed by the UNAMID Acting Joint Special Representative on
Monday regarding the alarming development of increasing armed clashes and high civilian casualties in North
Darfur. This development underscores the urgent need for progress on the implementation of the DDPD,
particularly the disarmament of armed militia.
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