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On behalf of the Government of the United States of America, | would like to congratulate the organizers of this
important conference and recognize, in particular, the Government of Sudan for its leadership in hosting this event. We
also are pleased to see the deep level of regional interest in addressing trafficking-in-persons, as represented by the
distinguished representatives here today, and we appreciate the opportunity to attend these critical discussions.

We agree with the views expressed here that human trafficking is a trans-national crime which requires a trans-national
response. Because trafficking-in-persons threatens our citizens equally, it requires a whole of government approach
from each concerned country. Addressing this abhorrent crime, which amounts to modern day slavery, remains a top
priority for our government. We welcome the similar focus being brought to this issue by the African Union, EU, UN,
civil society, and other partners in this week’s conference.

Trafficking-in-persons can occur without the crossing of international borders. It transgresses political interests. It cuts
across our shared human values and calls upon our common obligations to protect the most vulnerable — especially when
those most vulnerable are hidden, or inaccessible, as is often the case with human trafficking.

In Sudan specifically, the United States has supported UNHCR and IOM’s joint strategy to combat trafficking-in-
persons. Most recently, a delegation from Washington visited Khartoum and Sudan’s East in September and shared best
practices. In particular, we commended the Government for passing anti-trafficking legislation and establishing a
national coordinating body. Building off of those initial discussions, the United States looks forward to additional
conversations with Sudan, and its partners, on how to further prevent, prosecute, and protect against trafficking-in-
persons.

As has been mentioned earlier this week, strong partnerships are dependent on the transparent sharing of information
and open and honest dialogue. This week’s conference and the launching of the Khartoum Process is one additional
example of the positive achievements that can be made through these exchanges. We hope that additional engagements
of this type will follow in the future, as our governments seek to reinforce our shared interest in combating trafficking-
in-persons and meet our common obligation to protect vulnerable populations.

To close, the United States would like to once again commend the participants in this week’s conference and reiterate
the United States’ commitment to partnering with each of your governments to combat trafficking-in-persons. As was
mentioned earlier this week, our respective governments are not each other’s enemies or antagonists. Rather, we share a
common enemy in the individuals seeking to deprive citizens of their fundamental rights for their own financial gain.
We welcome the shared vision set out by this week’s conference and hope that the discussions started here will continue
in our capitals and embassies in the months and years ahead.

For more information:
In Sudan, Combating Human Trafficking and Assisting Vulnerable Populations:
http://blogs.state.gov/stories/2014/10/16/sudan-combating-human-trafficking-and-assisting-vulnerable-populations

Preventing Exploitation of Migrants in the Horn of Africa:
http://blogs.state.gov/stories/2014/10/17/preventing-exploitation-migrants-horn-africa
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