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Jataka Tales of the Buddha: An Anthology, recently
published by Buddhist Publication Society, based
primarily on the old PTS translation, presents a
heartfelt retelling of 217 of the Jataka stories in a
dramatic form with crisp, modern English. These tales
have profound meaning for Buddhists since they chart
and illustrate the complex workings of kamma as
taught by the Buddha, but their appeal is to anyone
who loves a good story.

Ken and Visakha Kawasaki are both Americans who
have spent about half of their lives in Asia. They
discovered Buddhism during their travels and were
later involved in the resettlement of Indochinese
refugees for in the U.S. They worked as curriculum
developers and teacher trainers in camps in Thailand
and the Philippines and learned more about Buddhism
from Khmer, Lao, and Vietnamese monks and lay
refugees. Back in Japan from 1984 to 1999 they
established Buddhist Relief Mission, an NGO registered
in Michigan, through which they have supported
Buddhist projects around the world. In 2005, they
retired to Kandy, where they volunteer their service
teaching English at two bhikkhu training centers. They
also organize several annual intensive ESL courses for
monks and nuns in Kandy and Kolkata, India.
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