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     (SRI LANKA)
                                   Student Application

                This Application is free of charge and may be duplicated.

Application Deadline:  February 1, 2013.

Program Description: Secondary school students and teachers from Sri Lanka are invited to apply to the South Asia Youth Leadership Program, a youth leadership exchange program with the United States.  Participants will travel to the U.S. to develop leadership skills and learn about environmental health through workshops and activities with high schools, community organizations, youth groups, and community leaders in the U.S. This program will promote student and adult participants’ understanding of youth leadership, civic participation, environmental health issues, and the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.

The program will be intensive, academic, and highly interactive. The program sponsors seek energetic applicants who are enthusiastic about environmental health and are ready to develop their skills in order to be effective leaders in their schools and communities.
Student Requirements: In order to apply, secondary school students must:
· Be at least 15 years old, but not older than 17 by May 2013
· Have a high school graduation year of 2013 or later
· Possess good English speaking and writing skills

· Have permission from their parents and schools to participate in the entire program.

Instructions for completing this application:  Please fill out the application as completely as possible, in English. The information you provide on this application will be used to select applicants for an interview. Participants will be notified of their selection after the interview. Answer the questions carefully and completely. 

Return this application to the Questions regarding the application and selection process should be addressed to amcentersl@state.gov. 

Youth Leadership Program Application 
SRI LANKA
Student Application

This information will be kept confidential and will not be shared with other program participants
Please write legibly and in print if possible!

	1
	Last Name
	

	2
	First Name
	

	3
	Middle Name
	

	4
	Nickname
	

	5
	Gender
	                   Male (                       Female (

	6
	Birth Date
	   Day: ______    Month:_________________    Year: __________

	7
	Home Address
	

	8
	Telephone Number
	

	9
	Email Address
(Please write legibly)
	

	10
	Do you have a valid passport?
	Yes

(
	No

(

	11
	If yes:
	Issuing Country: ____________________________________________ Passport Number___________________________________________ 

Expiration Date: (day/month/year)  ____________________________

	Family Information

	12
	Father
	Name: ________________________________________________________ Telephone: _____________________ Email: __________________________

	13
	Mother
	Name: _______________________________________________________ Telephone: _____________________ Email: __________________________

	14
	Address (if different from yours)
	

	15
	Do you have any siblings?
	Yes

(   
	No

(

	16
	If yes, what are their names and ages? (please use additional space if needed)
	1.

	
	
	2.

	
	
	3.

	
	
	4.

	
	
	5.

	Education and Job information

	17
	School Name
	

	18
	School Address
	

	19
	Current Grade


	

	20
	Year you expect to graduate
	

	21
	How many years have you studied English?
	

	22
	Do you speak any other languages besides your native language and English? Which ones?
	

	23
	Have you ever lived and/or studied in the United States or in another country?
	

	24
	If yes: Where, when, and why?
	

	25
	Do you have a job?
	Yes

(   
	No

(

	26
	If yes, what is it?
	

	Academic and Community Interests

	27
	Academic subjects you are most interested in:         
	

	28
	Please describe any activities (extracurricular, community, hobbies, group memberships) in which you have participated, how long you have been involved with each, and any awards or honors. Use additional space as needed 

	29
	Future studies and/or possible occupations you’ve considered:
	

	Host Family Placement

	30
	How often do you perform chores (wash dishes, sweep floors, babysit, take out the garbage, etc.) or help out around the house? 

· Often

· Sometimes

· Rarely

· Never


	31
	Do you smoke?
	Yes

(   
	No

(
	Please note:  In the United States, persons under 18 are prohibited from purchasing tobacco products, and smoking is generally prohibited indoors.

	32
	How would you like to observe your religion while you are in the United States?  We will do our best to accommodate your wishes. (Select all that apply)

	· I do not want to observe a religion while in the United States (go to question 35 )

	· I want to practice my religion in the United States (select all that apply)
· I am curious to see religious services of my faith in the United States

· I would like the opportunity to pray or attend services regularly 
· It is very important to me to have the opportunity to pray or attend services regularly

	33
	Please specify which services you would like to attend and when.
	

	34
	If your host family attends religious services, they will invite you to join them.  This would be a good cultural exchange opportunity.  Are you interested in doing this if the opportunity arises?
	Yes

(   
	No

(

	35

	Do you have any allergies?

(   
	Yes

(
	No

(

	36 
	If yes, allergies to what? (for example, allergic to pollen, shellfish, peanuts, animals, dust)
*Please keep in mind that most American families have pets, usually dogs and cats, which are often kept inside the house, which could cause problems with allergies.*
	1.

	
	
	2.

	
	
	3.

	
	
	4.

	
	
	5.

	
	
	6.

	37 
	Please list any treatment you are taking for allergies, if applicable (please use additional space if needed).
	Allergy
	Treatment

	
	
	1.


	

	
	
	2.


	

	38
	Please list your dietary restrictions or preferences, if any.  (For example: vegetarian, no pork, kosher, halal, no shellfish.)  We will try to accommodate you.
	

	39
	Do you have any physical limitations we should be aware of (example: hard of hearing; unable to walk for long distances)? Please list any.
	

	40
	Do you have any medical conditions we should know about (example: Diabetes, Asthma)? Please list any relevant information.
	

	41
	Please list any medications you are taking and the dosages (please use additional space if needed)
	1.

	
	
	2.

	
	
	3.

	
	
	4.

	
	
	5.

	42

	How often do you check your email?

· Several times a day  
· Once a day

· Less than once a day

	43
	Do you use social networking sites such as Facebook or MySpace?
	Yes

(   
	No

(

	44
	If yes, which ones?

	· Facebook

· Myspace

· Hi5

· Friendster

· Orkut

· Bebo

· LiveJournal

· IMeem

· Others (specify)- 

	45
	Do you have access to high speed internet?
	Yes

(   
	No

(

	46
	If yes, how often can you access high speed internet?
	Daily
(   
	Weekly
(

	47
	If yes, where (example: at home, at an internet café, at school)?
	

	48
	Please list any other important needs that you may have on a daily basis which this application did not already address.
	


Applicant Signature:

All information in this application is accurate and true

________________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Signature
Parent or guardian signatures:

I permit my son/daughter to apply for and, if selected, to participate in this program

________________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Parent/Guardian Signature
________________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Parent Signature
	
	Essay Question: 1
What is a specific environmental issue that affects your school, neighborhood, or community? What might you do to resolve this issue, and how would your leadership skills help you address this issue? 

	


	
	Essay Question:  2

Why do you think international travel is important for developing leadership skills?



	


YOUTH LEADERSHIP PROGRAM WITH SOUTH ASIA: 
SRI LANKA

Personal Reference Form
For the Applicant: Below, fill in your name and give this form to a teacher or other adult outside your family who knows you well. The form needs to be in English. Ask the person to serve as a reference for you and to fill out the form. This reference is to be submitted with your application.
Applicant Name ____________________________________________________________

For the Reference:  The student named above is applying to take part in a the Youth Leadership Program with South Asia, a 25-day exchange program in the United States for students and teachers from Nepal, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives.  The selected students will be in a challenging academic environment and intensive leadership training.  To succeed, the participants must be highly motivated, and be able to adjust to living and working with people of different social and cultural backgrounds.  We value your honest assessment of the applicant in helping us select the most appropriate participants.  If you would like to add additional comments, we encourage you to do so.   Your answers will remain confidential.

Please indicate your opinion of this applicant’s ability to meet the challenges of this program

_____  I strongly recommend this student

_____  I recommend this student

_____  I have minor reservations about recommending this applicant

_____  I have major reservations about recommending this applicant

_____  I do not recommend this student

How long, and in what context, have you known this applicant?

What are the applicant’s strengths?

What are the academic or personal areas in which this applicant needs more development?

Please describe the applicant’s behavior with respect to authority, peer relationships, and activities.

Do you think the applicant would adapt well to unfamiliar environments and new situations? Why or why not?

Name (printed):  ________________________________________________________________

Signature:  _______________________________________ Date: _____________________










Paste or staple a recent passport-size photograph here
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