
 

Workshop on 

Differentiated Teaching: Addressing Diversity in Classrooms  
by 

Hema Ramanathan 
Associate Professor, Curriculum and Instruction, University of West Georgia and  

2011-12 Fulbright-Nehru Senior Research Scholar 

Date & Time: Tuesday, January 8, 2013 from 2.00 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. 
Venue: American Center Auditorium at No. 44, Galle Road, Colombo 3. 

(linked to Colombo through video conference from Chennai) 

About the Workshop: Social inclusion in classrooms of today is a critical issue with greater ramifica-
tions for the society of tomorrow. Classrooms in India and Sri Lanka are increasingly diverse with stu-
dents of varied economic, ethnic and linguistic backgrounds coming together. Teachers have to be 
equipped with specific knowledge, skills and attitude to provide a positive academic environment for 
all students.  
 

In this cross cultural workshop, Dr Hema Ramanathan will enable school teachers from Chennai and 
Colombo to share their experiences of diverse classrooms and discuss how the strengths and deficits of 
students from different sections of society impact curriculum and instruction in classrooms. Finally, they 
will devise instructional strategies that address the deficits that are related to the process of learning.  

Participants: The workshop is aimed at school teachers of any grade level and subjects.  

How to Register:  
To register, please send your name, name of your school, e-mail and mobile number to  

sinniahsd@state.gov / Fax: 2449070. Contact Sharmini Sinniah for more details on Tel. 011 2498180. 
or mobile: 077 2992143. Registration for the workshop is on a first-come first-serve basis and the 

last date to register is January 4, 2013. 

Pre-workshop Preparation: On registering for the workshop, the participants will be sent a ques-
tionnaire/exercise to be completed in advance of the workshop. 

Facilitator - Dr Hema Ramanathan 
Dr Ramanathan’s career as an educator spans 
over 35 years, three continents and five countries, 
with five degrees in English and Education from 
India, and a Ph.D. in teacher education from The 
Ohio State University. She has focused on 
supporting teachers and students in their 
educational endeavours. Her teaching and 
research interests are: instructional leadership; 
teacher professional development; teaching 
English as a second/ language; issues of diversity; 

and comparative education. As a teacher in both 
traditional face-to-face and online settings, she 
plays varied roles: instructor, research guide, 
model, and mentor. Dr Ramanathan has about 35 
publications, including two chapters and two 
books, and over 100 presentations at international, 
national and regional professional conferences. 
She serves on numerous committees and boards 
of organizations such as Teachers of English to 
Speakers of Other Languages, American 
Educational Research Association, Georgia TESOL 
and the International Community School. 

mailto:sinniahsd@state.gov�
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