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South Asia Youth Conference 

The Weeramantry International Centre for Peace Education and 
Research (WICPER) conducted its annual Training for Trusteeship 
Program (TFT) for the fourth consecutive year at the SANASA 
Education Campus in Kegalle from September 4 - 11, 2011. The 
theme for this year was ‘Youth Activation: Duties Toward Our 
Common Heritage’.  
 

In conducting the forth TFT this year, the United States Embassy 
once again supported WICPER by bringing down over thirty 
outstanding young leaders from the SAARC region and the United 
States, as well as a number of world leading resource persons. The 
participants enhanced their knowledge and received training on 
various aspects of social advancement, sustainable development and 
digital social-media campaigning. Participants are now beginning to 
coordinate their efforts in order to carry out some of the social 
advancement projects that they together drafted during the Training 
for Trusteeship Program 2011. 

Upcoming & Current Events . . . . . . 

Walks of Life 
 

Photography 
exhibition by 
Nadya Tissera 
 
The American 
Center in Colombo 
is currently holding 
a photography 
exhibition featuring 

the work of Nadya Tissera.  
 
The Exhibition runs until the October 14, 
2011.  
 
Entrance is free!  

October 5, 2011: 5:00pm 
 

Public lecture by Prof. Kapila 
Seneviratne titled ‘Beyond 
Conventional Wisdom on 
Coconut Oil’ at the United 
States-Sri Lanka Fulbright 
Commission. 
 

October 5, 2011: 3:00pm 
 

Admission officers from 
seven American universities 
will make presentations on 
'Education Opportunities in 
the USA' at the U.S.-Sri 
Lanka Fulbright Commission 
Auditorium. 

October 13, 2011: 4:30pm 
 

Public lecture titled ‘So You 
Want to be an Online 
Journalist?’ by Dr. William 
Silcock at the American 
Center Auditorium. 
 

October 20, 2011: 4:30pm 
 

Public lecture titled 
‘'Conservation of Elephants 
and Mitigating the Human-
Elephant Conflict' by Dr. 
Prithiviraj Fernando at the 
American Center Auditorium. 
 

Continued in page 6 

Ambassador Patricia Butenis meeting with the students at the Weeramantry Center’s  
South Asia Youth Conference –Training for Trusteeship. 

More photographs on page 4 

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov�
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Islamia Home Children Visit to American Center 

Children from Islamia Home Orphanage visited to 
the American Center on Monday, September 12, 
2011 on the invitation of the U.S. Embassy in 
Colombo. Thirty-six children aged from 6-18 
attended the event. Outreach Officer Hector 
Gonzalez welcomed the children and briefed them 
about the resources and services provided by the 
American Center. He encouraged them to use the 
resources, to practice English communication and to 
learn about the world through books, films and 
computers. 

Instructors from the Headway School of Languages 
gave an introduction to DynEd, an English language 
learning software, and briefed them about the 
importance of English communication. The children 
were encouraged to use the software available free 

of charge at the American Center Library. 

At the end of the program, a short cartoon film, 
‘Duck for President’, was screened, and the same 
story was read to them by Bill Linsenmeyer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Affairs Officer Christopher Teal joined the 
closing remarks and thanked the children for 
coming to the American Center. Outreach Officer 
Hector Gonzalez donated a selection of American 
journals to the orphanage. 

The children and staff of the Islamia Home 
Orphanage enjoyed the visit and learned much 
about the resources available to them at the 
American Center. 

Hector Gonzalez , Outreach Officer donated a selection 
of American journals to the children 

Chris Teal – PAO in a friendly discussion with the children 

American Corner Jaffna Screens “Kick Like a 
Girl” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 30th August 2011, the documentary “Kick Like A 
Girl” was screened at the American Corner Jaffna 

after an introduction to the film given by Niambi 
Young, Cultural Affairs Officer.  
 

Kick Like a Girl is about a third-grade girls’ soccer 
team competing in a boys’ league. The film 
addresses with humor and tenderness the origin of 
gender stereotypes and the difficulties girls face in 
navigating a “man’s world.” 
 

Group of students mainly girls who attended the 
event were very interested in the theme exploring 
empowerment of women through sports. Ms. Young 
had an interactive discussion with the audience on 
the theme after the screening.  
 
The discussion was interpreted into Tamil. 
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Panel discussion on ‘Sri Lanka in a Changing Economic Landscape’ 

September 22, 2011: Mr. Anushka Wijesinghe, a 
research economist at the Institute of Policy Studies 
of Sri Lanka, made a presentation called “Sri Lanka 
in a Changing Economic Landscape” at the 

American Center.   
 

Veteran economists Dr. Indrajit Coomaraswamy, 
Former Director of Economic Affairs at the 
Commonwealth Secretariat in London, and Dr. 
Anura Ekanayake, Immediate Past Chairman of the 
Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, contributed as 
panelists.  Mr. Wijesinghe made his remarks 
comparing economic conditions in the United 
States, Europe and Asia.  He further discussed the 
Sri Lankan scenario and mentioned that Sri Lanka 
has keen eye on the East without forgetting the 
West.   
 

The panel discussion was well attended by 
members of the media and the economic sector in 
Sri Lanka, as well as university students. 

Speaker Mr. Anushka Wijesinghe (Center) 
discusses his presentation with two panelists 
Dr. Indrajit Coomaraswamy (on Right)and Dr. 

Anura Ekanayake (on Left) 

‘Young Poets Society’ Launched at the 
American Center 

The American Center Colombo hosted the ‘Young 
Poets Society’ on September 27, 2011, providing an 
opportunity for young people to showcase their 
talent and express themselves freely through 
poetry. Fifteen young poets, many of them 
university students, presented their poems to an 
appreciative audience. American Center Director 
Christopher Teal delivered the welcome remarks 
while Outreach Officer Hector Gonzalez facilitated 
the program. The poet and writer Ramya 
Jirasinghe, deputy director of the US-SL Fulbright 
Commission, attended the event as a special 
guest.  At the end of the event, Ms. Jirasinghe 
delivered her remarks and commended the 
performers on their style of recitation and 
impressive creativity. Certificates of participation 
were awarded to the poets by Mr. Teal. 

The American Center plans to continue to serve as 
a platform for young Sri Lankans to express 
themselves freely and creatively by hosting an 
ongoing series of poetry readings, including a 
poetry slam competition to be held in the near 
future. A video clip of the poetry reading is 
available on the US Embassy’s YouTube channel 
http://www.youtube.com/user/USEmbassySrilanka 
 
 
 

 

Young Poets with American Center Director Christopher Teal and  
Outreach Officer Hector Gonzalez 

A poet from  
Open Art School of Business 

Poet Ramya Jirasinghe 
delivering her remarks  

A poet from School of  
Tourism in Colombo  

A poet from Sri 
Jayawardenepura University 

receiving his certificate 

http://www.youtube.com/user/USEmbassySrilanka�
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News From American Corners 

American Center Joins hand with Asia Foundation for Storytelling  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Readers are Leaders,” the monthly Reading Club 
program conducted by the American Center Library, 
was held on August 27 and September 24 at the 

American Center Auditorium. Beginning in August, 
the Asia Foundation has collaborated with the 
Reading Club to expand its program to include 
children ages 6-10.    

TAF intern Lila Van Hollen Rodgers Reading Out Stories from  
Pearson’s Reading Street 

Storytelling program at the American Corner 
Kandy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On September 24, 2011, the American Corner 
Kandy hosted the “Readers Are Leaders” reading 
club for the month of September.   American citizen 
Mr. Roger Morley read from ‘The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn’ by Mark Twain to school students. 
The movie of the same story was screened at the 
end of the reading club program. 
 
The club helps children to improve their 
understanding of the English language, develop oral 
communication skills, and increase their confidence 
to critically analyze content.  

School children at the Reading Club in Kandy 

Michael Keegel who entertained the children with 
his superb guitar play and exceptional voice, 
singing 'A Whole New World' from the Disney 

Movie Aladdin, joined by a Readers Club Member. 

Photographs from South Asia Youth Conference held in Kegalle . . .  
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USAID in Action 

Support for Further Economic Development in the North 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recently-resettled farmers in Vavuniya North 
received a ten-ton lorry, water pumps and 
sprinklers from the U.S. Ambassador to Sri Lanka, 
Patricia Butenis, in a handover ceremony on 
Thursday, September 22.  The assistance, provided 
by the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) for farmer members of the 

North Integrated Model Farmers Thrift and Credit 
Cooperative Society, will boost cultivation and 
enhance market linkages in a region where 
agriculture is the economic mainstay and livelihood 
for over 90% of the population.   
 

The first thirty water pumps and fifty sprinklers 
were distributed to farmers on a credit basis. The 
farmers will repay 50% of the total value to the 
society. With the money from the repayments, a 
revolving fund will be set up to expand the society’s 
services and procure additional assets for 
distribution among the membership.  
 

Farmers in the North are working on renewing 
market linkages, and accessing new markets. The 
USAID-supported lorry will help these farmers, 
whose marketing opportunities are currently limited 
to the immediate vicinity, transport their produce to 
markets across the North and South for the first 
time in over 20 years. As a result, the farmers can 
plan for better prices for their produce, reduce 
wastage and foster relations outside of the region.  

U.S. Government Grant to Support Five Local 
Organizations’ Work with the Disabled 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A new 3,000,000 rupee grant from USAID will 
provide the means for five local organizations to 
continue their work with the disabled in Northern 
and Eastern provinces, increasing incomes for 
approximately 1,200 disabled people and raising 
public awareness on disability rights and social 
inclusion in these areas. The organizations, based in 
Jaffna, Mannar, Vavuniya, Trincomalee and 
Batticaloa districts, fulfill a critical need in regions 
where two and a half decades of conflict has 
resulted in a significant number of disabled 
residents.  
 

Through the grant, USAID and its implementing 
partner ZOA Refugee Care Netherlands will train the 
local organizations to develop livelihood assistance 
packages and create small-scale income-generation 
projects for disabled individuals in the target areas. 
As part of this effort, the local organizations will 
help disabled individuals develop business plans; 
the best plans will receive small grants as business 
start-up capital. Grant activities will also link 
disabled people with other development activities in 
their regions, including those of USAID and other 
donors. 
 

This new grant expands USAID’s portfolio of 
activities to improve the lives of Sri Lanka’s 
disabled. Other activities focus on the production 
and donation of wheelchairs, the provision of 
vocational training, and help with job referrals and 
self-employment opportunities for disabled 
individuals. Through past grants, USAID has also 
fitted international-standard prosthetics and 
orthotics for individuals in need of them, donated 
customized mobility devices, helped identify 
employment opportunities, promoted disability 
rights, and raised awareness on disability issues at 
the local and national levels. 

Ambassador Butenis with Government Agent, 
Vavuniya Mrs. P.S.M. Charles and Dawn Hayden 

from USAID’s USAID Reintegration and Stabilization 
In the East & North program load vegetable crates 

to the newly handed over lorry. 

Ambassador Patricia Butenis and ZOA Country Director 
Bernhard W. Kerschbaum at a meeting with the 

organizations that work in the North through  
U.S. funding. 

Continued on page 6 
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October 2011 

October 15  
Fly Away Home  

(1996, 107 minutes)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The true story of a troubled 
young girl who becomes 

adopted mother to a flock of 
geese. Trouble comes when she 
realizes that the bird must learn 

to migrate and that are 
depending on her to  

teach them. 

October 22 
Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory  
(2005, 115 minutes)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is about eccentric 
chocolatier Willy Wonka (Depp) 
and Char-lie, a good-hearted 
boy from a poor family who 

lives in the shadow of Wonka’s 
extraordinary factory. 

October 29 
Coraline 

(2009, 100 minutes)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A young girl stumbles upon a 
parallel world where everything 
is perfect….maybe too perfect. 
Good spooky fun for Halloween. 

 

 

Movies start promptly at 3:30pm every Saturday. Seating is limited and is first-come, first-
served. Please contact the American Center at amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-8146 
with any questions. 

The five local organizations that will receive support 
through the grant are Deaf Link, Puhalidam, Multi-
Disciplinary Team, Organization for Rehabilitation of 

the Handicapped in Vavuniya District and 
Association for Rehabilitation of Differently Abled 
Persons.   

Grant to Support Five Local Organizations’  From page 5 

October 20, 2011: 3:00pm 
 

Public lecture titled ‘Prevention of 
Accidents and First Aid’ by Ms. 
Puspa Ramalani Zoysa at the 
American Center Auditorium. The 
lecture will be linked to American 
Corners in Kandy and Jaffna 
through DVC. 
 

October 22, 2011: 2:30pm 
 

Monthly storytelling program at 
the American Center Auditorium. 
Story book to be read for this 
month is ‘Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory ‘ by Roald Dahl. 

Immediately following the reading 
club, the American Center will 
screen the movie with same title. 
 

October 22, 2011: 9:00am 
 

Storytelling program at the 
American Corner Kandy. Visakha 
and Ken Kawasaki will read from 
‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar. Movie 
with same title will be screened 
followed by the storytelling. 
 

October 27, 2011: 3:30pm 
 

‘Open Mike Competitive Poetry 
Slam’ program at the American 
Center Auditorium. 

AMERICAN CENTER LIBRARY  
WILL BE CLOSED ON  

 
OCTOBER 8, 2011 

(Local Government Election) 
 

OCTOBER 11, 2011 
(Vap Full Moon Poya Day) 
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American Information Resource Center (AIRC) 

Monthly Essay Competition 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Essay Competition for School Children on the 
theme of Learn About America 
 

The American Center has organized an essay 
competition for school children which is published in 
Junior Observer of the Sunday Observer. 
 

The monthly essay topic is for children in three age 
categories 12-14 years, 15-16 years and 17-18 
years. 
 

Each age group is given a monthly topic related to 
the United States of America and is asked to write 
an essay with a minimum word count. The students 
can conduct research for their essay at the 
American Center Library in Colombo, at American 
Corners in Kandy and Oluvil, or from sources on IIP 
Digital, a very good internet resource with 
information on the United States, its culture, 
history, literature, politics, tourist attractions and 
much more. 
 

The first three winners in each age group will be 
given a selection of American books, a lifetime 
membership to the American Center Library, and a 
certificate signed by the U.S. Ambassador. A prize 
giving ceremony will be held at the American 

Center Colombo every two months. 
 

Essay topics for September and October are as 
follows: 
 

In honor of World Heart Day on September 29th 
this year, the essay topics for September and 
October 2011 are focused on the theme “A Heart 
for Life”. The deadline for submission of essays is 
November 15, 2011. 
 

12-14 years:  Heart diseases or Cardiovascular 
diseases are the world’s largest killers, claiming 
17.1 million lives a year. One reason for this is 
people’s lack of commitment to a heart-healthy 
lifestyle. Your lifestyle is the best defense against 
heart disease and stroke. Discuss how lifestyle 
affects heart diseases. (500 words) 
 

15-16 years: Although many heart diseases or 
cardiovascular diseases (CVDs) can be treated or 
prevented, an estimated 17.1 million people die of 
CVDs each year. Discuss the role of the health 
sector, media and the entire community in creating 
a heart-friendly society. (750 words) 
 

17-18 years: “Towards a Tobacco-Free World: 
Planning Globally, Acting Locally” is the theme for 
this year’s World Conference on Tobacco or Health 
(WCTOH). Explain how youth  can the take initiative 
in making this world a tobacco-free, heart-friendly 
society. (1000 words) 
 

Please see the Junior Observer of the Sunday 
Observer for more details. 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Winners of Eisenhower Essay competition held 
in 2011 

12-14 years 
 

1st Place – Rs. 30,000/- cash award 
Jude Shannon Lucian , St. Anthony’s College, Kandy 
 

2nd Place – Rs. 20,000/- cash award 
Amendra Maligaspe, Gateway College, Negombo 
 

3rd Place – Rs. 10,000/- cash award 
P. Shehani Randika Priyamanthi Silva, Holy Family 
Balika Maha Vidyalaya, Wennappuwa 
 

15-16 years 
 

1st Place – Rs. 30,000/- cash award 
L. Navod Rashintha Karunathunge,  Mahinda  

College, Galle 
 

2nd Place- Rs. 20,000/- cash award 
Rebecca Thomas, Colombo International School 
3rd Place – Rs. 10,000/- cash award, K. Don 
vimanga, Gateway College, Negombo 
 

17-18 years 
 

1st Place- Rs. 30,000/- cash award 
Vajra Prabha Rasangi Kannangara, Ananda Balika 
Vidyalaya, Kotte 
 

2nd Place- Rs. 20,000/- cash award 
Amanda Mirium Georgina Fernando, Holy Family 
convent, Colombo 
 

3rd Place- Rs. 10,000/- cash award 
Azha Ahlam, Janadhipathi Balika Vidyalaya, Galle 

Award ceremony will be held on October 14, 2011.  

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov�
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov�
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov�
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov�
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October 2011 

 
October 4 - Imitation of Life  (1959, 125 minutes)  
 

Douglas Sirk’s controversial classic about race relations 
between women in 1950s America was one of the most 
commercially successful socially-conscious films of the civil 
rights era, and remains a fascinating window into a time 
period that continues to resonate.  Lana Turner and Sandra 
Dee get top billing, but the film’s center is the indelible 
Juanita Moore, an African-American servant who cares for 
her white boss’s daughter as she struggles to raise her own.  
Unabashedly soapy, the film dazzles as it unsettles on its 
way to a heartbreaking finale.   Gospel legend Mahalia 
Jackson makes a guest appearance. 

October 18 - Eight Men Out (1988, 119 minutes)  
 
 

The true story of the famous ‘Black Sox’ scandal, in which 
professional baseball players accepted bribes to lose the 
World Series.  The film tells of the far-reaching 
consequences of corruption: on the criminals, on the 
institutions, and on the society as a whole.  Gorgeously 
filmed by acclaimed director John Sayles, with a strong 
ensemble cast.  

October 25 - Juno (2007, 96 minutes)  
 
 

This smart and fast-talking film tells the story of a teenage 
pregnancy with refreshing honesty and warmth.  Ellen Page 
stars a smart-aleck girl who gets pregnant but knows she is 
not in a position to keep her child; she is faced with many 
options, all of which are easier said than done. 

Reviews were drawn from www.amazon.com 

Movies start promptly at 6:00pm every Tuesday. Seating is 
limited and is first-come, first-served. Please contact the 
American Center at amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-
8146 with any questions. Entrance free ! 
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