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11 Annual Daniel Pearl World Music Days Celebrated in

CONTENTS Colombo

— On October 31, United
States Embassy Colombo
collaborated with the world
famous Sri Lankan baila
music band Gypsies to
celebrate Daniel Pearl Music
Days, an annual global
concert network affirming
the ideals of tolerance,
friendship, and our shared
| humanity. Ambassador

. Sison hosted a wide range
Child The audience enjoyed a variety of lively music by the of guests including

Gypsies. : .
- IRC Colombo Promotes ypsies diplomats, media

Reading Culture personnel, activists, and NGOs, who all enjoyed the music of Gypsies.
- English Enrichment Course Daniel Pearl World Music Days was created in response to the 2002
Page 5 kidnapping and murder of Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl at
- USAID in Action th_e hands of extremists in Karachi, Pakistan. Danny's family and
Page 6 frlen<_js came together to work toyvards a more 'humane world, '

- forming the Daniel Pearl Foundation. The mission of the Foundation

= LU LT a7 bl AT is to promote cross-cultural understanding through journalism, music,
o LLLLELER R UL LERUVRSERLERE  5nd innovative communications. Danny was a talented musician who
Page 7 joined musical groups in every community in which he lived, leaving
- Winners - Cartoon Contest behind a long trail of musician friends spanning the entire world.
Page 8
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- Cartoonist Kal Visits Sri Lanka

- Michael Hankey Teaches
Baseball
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- Project JUNK

- Michael Hankey’s talk on ‘U.S.
Elections’
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- International Day of the Girl

Continued on page 7

Upcoming & Current Events

November 28, 3:00 pm reservations for participation, December 6, 9 am

please contact Nowzad, tel. 011
A discussion will be held on “The 2498128. To mark the International
Standardized Tests Required for Education Week, American Center
U.S. Applications (SATs/GRE/ December 4, 3:30 pm and U.S. Sri Lanka Fulbright
GMAT/TOEFL/IELTS) at the U.S.- Commission organize an event at

Sri Lanka Fulbright Commission ~ Awareness program on HIV/AIDS  the Colombo Public Library.
Auditorium. For more details call by Ms. Swarna De Silva at the

011 2564176 or 011 2564153. American Center Auditorium. An EducationUSA Advisor of U.S.-
Those who wish to participate, Sri Lanka Fulbright Commission

November 29, 3:30 pm please contact the AIRC, tel. 011  and a Consular Officer from the
2498146/011 2498169. The event u.s. Embassy Colombo will be

‘Open Mike Competitive Poetry will be linked to the American available at hand to answer your

Slam - Season VIII’ will be held at Corners in Kandy and Jaffna queries on higher education

the American Center Auditorium. through DVC. opportunities in the U.S. and VISA

For more information and matters.

srilanka.usembassy.gov  www.facebook.com/usembassycolombosl| www.youtube.com/USEmbassySrilanka


http://srilanka.usembassy.gov�

American Center Newsletter

Kal’s lecture held at the SLPI for
Keleniya University students

Kevin Kallaugher, Lead Cartoonist of The Economist
magazine visited Sri Lanka and Maldives, October
14-19, 2012.

Kal with Sri Lankan cartoonists who came for his workshop

During his visit, Kal conducted cartoon workshops
and lectures to wide range of target groups such as
editorial cartoonists, university students, design
school students and younger school students. He
also met with editors in Maldives to promote adding
cartoons in their papers and held a public lecture
where he explained how he made his career as a

A World Famous Cartoonist Kal Visits Sri Lanka
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Kal's workshop with students of Visual & performing Arts
October 17, 2012

cartoonist and inspire others to follow their dreams.
In Sri Lanka and Maldives the workshops and
lectures were very well received by his audiences
where participants were given tips on constituting
cartoons from simple sketches. In conjunction with
his visit, the American Center also organized and
‘Amateur Cartoonist Contest’ to give aspiring
cartoonists an opportunity to showcase their talent.
Nearly 150 cartoonists participated in the contest
and the winning cartoon was unveiled at ‘Truth &
Satire,” an exhibition opened on October 19. (Two
winning cartoons on page 7)

The exhibition will be held until the end of
November and showcases the work of Kal alongside
renowned Sri Lankan cartoonists including Prageeth
Ekneligoda who went missing over 1000 days ago.
Dasa Hapuwalana, Jayapalan, Darshana
Karunathilake and Lalith Senanayake are the other
cartoonists featured in the exhibition.

Michael Hankey Teaches Baseball at
Kingswood College, Kandy

On September 20", 2012 Michael Hankey, Chief of
the South and Central Asia Division in the State
Department's Bureau of International Information
Programs (IIP) visited Kandy and talked to a group
of baseball team students of Kandy Kingswood
College and engaged in an on field coaching

activity. At first, Mr. Hankey gave an introduction of

himself and presented some basics of baseball.
Later, students and teachers joined Mr. Hankey on
the playing field for an hour of baseball coaching in
an American style. Nearly 60 students participated
and enjoyed the event, in which they understood
how this popular American game should be played.
Students and teachers expressed their gratitude to

Michael Hankey coaching the students on the field

Mr. Hankey and AC Coordinator of Kandy for
arranging this event for students to gain the more
practical knowledge on baseball.

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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Project JUNK: An Environment Awareness Project — Combined
Effort of American Corners in Kandy and Jaffna

Environment Consultant lead a discussion on
‘Making a Change’ followed by ‘Call to Action’
workshop students performing on significant
aspects of protecting the environment, and which
concluded with an open forum engaging the public.
Workshop students were trained by popular
puppeteer Sulochana Dissanayake who conducted
workshops in Jaffna and Kandy in preparation for

Everyone who collaborated to make 'Project: JUNK' a success - a
combined effort of Kandy and Jaffna American Corners

‘Call to Action’” workshop students from Jaffna and
Kandy joined hands in coming together for Project
JUNK, a novel environmental awareness program,
with a public performances on Sunday, October 7"
in Kandy. The public performances were held in the
Kandy City Center and at the Children’s Library
auditorium educating the public on making the city
environment friendly and turning waste to profit.
During the street theater performance the
workshop students paraded busy Kandy streets in ‘
costumes drawing the attention of the Kandy Educating the public in Kandy with street theater by
public. Dr. Ajantha Perera, a renowned ‘Call to Action’ performers

Michael Hankey’s Talk on 'U.S. Elections’ at

American Corner, Kandy On September 20, 2012 Michael Hankey, Chief of
the South and Central Asia Division in the State
Department's Bureau of International Information
Programs (IIP) visited Kandy and talked to a group
of students at American Corner in Kandy. Mr.
Hankey gave an introduction to the electoral
system in the United States and explained how the
presidents are being elected by each state. Most of
the participants were young students of library
science studies.

At the end of the program a Q&A session was held

, § where many questions from the participants were

Participants listening attentively to Michael Hankey at the answered_ by Mr_' Hankey. Inoka Rat,nay'ake’ K_andy
American Corner Kandy AC Coordinator interpreted the session into Sinhala.

Join the |1.S. Embassy facebook page with mare than 84,000 fans and counting. ..
http://www.facebook.com/usembassycolombosl

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov 3



American Center Newsletter

American Center Newsletter
November 2012

American Center Celebrates International Day of the Girl Child

Ambassador Sison with activists supporting girls’

empowerment.

October 11 was the International Day of the Girl
Child to promote gender equality and the
advancement of the status of women and girls. The
American Center organized a program at Haven and

Sunshine Home in Colombo to celebrate this day
under auspicious of U.S. Ambassador to Sri Lanka
and Maldives, Michele J. Sison. At this program, a
feminist lawyer and women'’s rights activist in Sri
Lanka Rocky Ariyaratne conducted a presentation
for 100 girls, empowering them to be gender
violence awareness trainers.

Ambassador Sison thanked the girls for their
participation by saying, “Through the training we
hope to see each of you empowering not only
yourselves, but also helping you to develop a new
life filled with the dignity that you deserve.” This
program was organized in collaboration with
Emerge Lanka Foundation who conducts creative
workshops regularly for girls to develop the
business and life skills needed for self-sufficiency.

IRC Colombo Promotes Reading Culture
Among Young Sri Lankans

The American Center library has been conducting a
monthly reading club named “Readers Are Leaders”
since January 2010. Several American Officers
attached to the U. S. Embassy, Colombo, their
family members and those who have enthusiasm in
reading to children read to children at the reading
clubs. Later on, the Asia Foundation in Sri Lanka
joined hands with the American Center Colombo in
this Endeavour and volunteered to read to

children.

The October 2012 reading club was held on October
27, at the American Center, Colombo. The story
“How to Train Your Dragon” was read by Emily
Whitaker, to children of 11-15 year old group,

while Sharmila
Armstrong from
Asia Foundation
read from Charlie
and the Chocolate
Factory to children
of 6-10 year old
group. Followed by
the reading club,
the DVD version of
“How to Train Your
Dragon” was
screened. The
children were
invited to share
their reading
experiences too

Sharmila Armstrong reads to children

during the reading hour.

English Enrichment Course at the American
Corner Jaffna

Mr. Harry Gnanarajan conducts the class for the students
in Jaffna

American Corner Jaffna commenced an English
Enrichment Course on September 25 for advanced
level school students aspiring for higher studies.
Over thirty students selected for this three months
course at currently following the English Language
training by Mr. Harry Gnanarajan, Head Master and
Coordinator for English Programs at St. John’s
College, Jaffna.

Classes are conducted twice a week at the
American Corner in Jaffna.

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov



USAID in Action

Communities Together in the East

Ambassador Sison, along with the Eastern Province
Chief Minister M. Najeeb Abdul Majeed, opened a
USAID-funded center for workers with disabilities to
create handicrafts for sale to tourists.

On October 26, U.S. Ambassador to Sri Lanka,
Michele Sison, opened the “Sea the Differences”
Training and Production Center in
Selvanayagapuram, Trincomalee. The Center will
empower people with disabilities, providing training
and income generation opportunities. This initiative
is a partnership between the USAID, an Eastern-
based foundation - Arumbugal Foundation, and the
Department of Social Services - Eastern Province.
USAID supports the Center under its VEGA/ BIZ+

U.S. Partnership Promotes Growth, Helps Vulnerable, and Brings
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" FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

program which provides grants along with technical
and managerial assistance to small- and medium-
size businesses.

Over the next two years, at least 100 people with
disabilities will receive training at the “Sea the
Differences” Center, learning how to produce
handicrafts and souvenirs. The Arumbugal
Foundation will purchase the finished products and
sell them to retailers and hotels in the region. The
Center in Trincomalee is Arumbugal Foundation's
second training and production center, with the first
located in Batticaloa. At present, demand for the
Foundation's products exceeds production capacity.
The Foundation is also in the process of locating
new sales outlets, with a special focus on
Trincomalee.

USAID will also help Arumbugal Foundation
establish small-scale businesses by building a
restaurant in Isha Water Park, a holiday bungalow
in Uppeveli and by purchasing a 32-seat passenger
bus to transport disabled people. The main aim of
this support is to help the Foundation become self-
sufficient and provide training grounds for Training
and Production Center graduates.

Ambassador Opens Two Schools in Batticaloa

Over 1,200 rural students in the East can now
enjoy improved educational facilities thanks to
financial support from the United States. Funds
from the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) and the U.S. Pacific
Command built and renovated classrooms,
teachers’ quarters, and lavatories. On a visit to
Batticaloa, Ambassador Michele Sison opened the
Kalumunthanveli General Tamil Mixed School in
Porathivu Pattu DS division and Munaikadu
Vivekananda in Paddipalai DS Division, Batticaloa.
Both schools were badly damaged during the
country’s longstanding conflict.

Since 2008, USAID and the U.S. Pacific Command
have supported schools affected by the conflict in
the North and East of the country. Such

On her arrival to Kalumunthanveli General Tamil Mixed
School in Batticaloa, traditional dancers guided
Ambassador Sison in.

Speaking at the opening ceremonies, Ambassador
Sison said, “"The U.S. Government understands the
challenges people in the East have faced over the

last 26 years, and it has been a central part of our

infrastructure improvements and new facilities have work here to support the next generation in the
enabled the schools to accommodate more students transition from conflict to peace."

and guarantee year-round instruction.

Since 1956, the U.S. government has invested over $2 billion to benefit all the people of Sri Lanka.

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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Monthly Photography Competition select first, second, and third place photographs
under each age category. All three winners will
U.S. Embassy, Colombo receive a collection of American literature, a life

N U g conducts monthly photography time membership to the American Center Library
competitions for school children and a certificate signed by the U. S.
between 12-18 years of age. Ambassador. Winners will be invited to attend an

Winning entries will show award ceremony at the American Center in
creativity, skill, and an ability  colombo.

to select a subject based on the .
monthly theme. Both electronic Rules and Conditions

and hard copies of photographs 1, Submitted electronic images must be no larger

will be accepted. First, second and third place than 1024 pixels width & 720 pixels in height
awards will be given in the following age and are not to exceed 500kb in size.
categories: 2. Photographs can be either black and white or

12-14 years color. _ _

15-16 years and 3. If sending prlllnte,cli photographs, the size should

17-18 years be at Ie'ast 4"x 6”. _

4. All entries must be submitted on or before

Photography Competition - Nov.-Dec. 2012 January 19, 2013.

5. You may only enter a maximum of 3

photographs into each competition.

Please do not post any photographs that are

obscene, discriminatory, or which otherwise

violate any local or international laws

7. The photographer must be the sole author and
owner of the copyright of photos entered in to
the competition.

Photography Competition - Nov.- Dec. 2012 8. By entering this contest the photographer

Submit photographs on the theme “Colorful
Dreams.” Along with the photograph, entries must
include a brief explanation of the subject and why it
was selected. Please send your photograph along
with the coupon given here with your details
certified by your school principal or the class
teacher to the below address.

o

American Center agrees that any winning photograph you submit
44, Galle Road may be used by the American Center/U.S.
Colombo 03 Embassy Colombo solely for the purposes of this

competition or future contests and no other
purpose, these uses include; displaying the
entries in the American Center lobby, on the
official website, Facebook and cropping and re-
sizing the image as necessary to fit pre-defined
Our panel of judges will assess all entries and then formats for the competition.

You may send your photograph electronically to the
email address amcentersl@state.gov with your
Name, Age Category, Address, Contact Details,
School and Name of the School Principal included.

U.S. Embassy Congratulates Young Photographers of Sri Lanka

l'h_.h_mm,i: ’JPM;‘; il The American Center Colombo held a photography
1\ |

i~ a7 ~ W competition held in the Junior Observer on the topic
b _‘r 0‘ JJ' ! 4" “Celebrate World Environment Day” during June-July 2012.
vl - ‘, The competition was held for three age categories: 12-14
\ 4 years, 15-16 years and 17-18 years. Among the hundreds of
photos, a panel of judges chose first, second, and third places
under each age category. The winners received their awards
on October 12 at the American Center. Christopher Teal,
Public Affairs Officer graced the occasion as the chief guest.

The winners, together with their parents and family
members, attended the event. Winners were highlighted in

First Row from L-R, Sanduni Poornika, Mohamed Shahid ) A A
Naushad; Ashnuka Irugalbandara and Dewni Yasara issue of the Junior Observer published on October 28.
Ekanayaka. Second Row from L-R, Sachin Kaveesha Fernando;

Kavindu Sivaraj; Christopher Teal, Public Affairs Officer;

Samitha Malinda Samaranayake and Sachitha Kalingamudali.

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov 6
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Winners - Amateur Cartoonist Contest themed ‘Seeing from the Other Side’ at a special
exhibition titled Truth & Satire on October 19 at the
Kevin Kallaugher (Kal), Lead Cartoonist, The American Center. Jayantha Silva was chosen as the

Economist magazine and Christopher Teal, Public winner and Shehani Randika Silva was placed
Affairs Officer, U.S. Embassy, Colombo unveiled the second from over 140 entries which qualified for the
winning cartoon of our Amateur Cartoonist Contest contest.

Amateur Cartoonist Contest Seeing the other side of Sri Lanka’s education crisis by Shehani Randika
Silva, Runner up, Amateur Cartoonist Contest

IRC Colombo Organizes a Presentation on Writing

| - November 8, 2012: Jayani Senanayake, a young poet and a budding writer

' - has made a presentation at the American Center in Colombo on the title
“Writing As a Celebration of Life and Expression.” Having taken some of her
poems from her maiden collection of poetry under the name of “Scattered,”
she expressed her views on each poem. She discussed how she expressed
her feelings, emotions, observations and experiences in her creations.

The presentation was linked to American Corner in Jaffna via Digital Video
Conference facility. The presentation was well attended by some members
of the English Writers’ Cooperative of Sri Lanka, some other budding
authors and some school children in Jaffna, and therefore the Q&A session
was very interactive.

Daniel Pearl World Music Days .. ... From page 1

Commemorating Danny's October 10th birthday,
World Music Days, which is held throughout the
month of October, uses the universal language of
music to encourage fellowship across cultures and
build a platform for "Harmony for Humanity."

This event is organized to celebrate peace and
tolerance, and to highlight the importance of press
freedom as a component of those values.

Ambassador Sison delivered her introductory
remarks about her personal experience with Danny
while she was at the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad,
Pakistan.

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov 7
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Film Screenings at the American Center

December 2012 - Christmas Movies

December 5 - Home for the Holidays (1995, 103 minutes)

Holly Hunter plays a Chicago-based single mom who--on the day before
Thanksgiving--loses her job and is informed by her daughter of the
latter's intention to surrender her virginity while on a weekend-long
affair. If that's not enough, Hunter's character then has to fly to
Baltimore to join her fractious family for another difficult Thanksgiving.
Robert Downey Jr. is terrifically charming as her prankish, gay brother,
and Anne Bancroft and Charles Durning show plenty of comic resilience
during the predictably interesting Thanksgiving dinner scene. The script
by W.D. Richter (Brubaker) avoids the usual clichés in family dramas--
the deepest, darkest secret revealed here involves the painfully sweet
revelation of a 40-year-old crush. Jodie Foster, directing her second
feature, focuses instead on the inevitable softening of old grudges and
disappointments with time.

December 12 - Miracle on 34th Street (1947, 96 minutes)

At the Macy's Department Store Thanksgiving Day parade, the actor
playing Santa is discovered to be drunk by a whiskered old man. Doris
Walker, the no nonsense special events director, persuades the old man
to take his place. The old man proves to be a sensation and is quickly
recruited to be the store Santa at the main Macy's outlet. While he is
successful, Ms. Walker learns that he calls himself Kris Kringle and he
claims to be the actual Santa Claus. Despite reassurances by Kringle's
doctor that he is harmless, Doris still has misgivings, especially when she
has cynically trained herself, and especially her daughter, Susan, to
reject all notions of belief and fantasy. And yet, people, especially Susan,
begin to notice there is something special about Kris and his
determination to advance the true spirit of Christmas amidst the rampant
commercialism around him and succeeding in improbable ways.

December 18 - National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation
(2003, 97 minutes)

The Griswold family has yet another family adventure from hell and this
movie has all the clichés. Clark Griswold (Chevy Chase) desperately
wants to have the greatest Christmas ever and hosts his extended
dysfunctional and quirky family in an attempt to share the holiday spirit.
He expends considerable effort on the Christmas lighting for his house
but can't seem to get it to work. As he desperately tries to get the lights
working, his wife's (Beverly DAngelo) idiot cousin Eddy (Randy Quaid)
and his bizarre family -- including their pet dog, Snots -- show up
uninvited and unexpected. Things go from bad to worse in a hurry.
Clark's secret Christmas present to the family is a swimming pool which
he intends to pay for using his Christmas bonus from his employer but
he's financially overextended because he had to put down a huge
deposit. When the bonus turns out not to be the financial blessing he
expected, the stress becomes too much and he goes nuts (and gives us
one of the all-time classic movie monologues).

CHEVY CHASE
WATISNAL
LAMPOON s

" CHRISTMAS VACATION
: 'y

Movies start promptly at 6:00pm every Tuesday. Seating is
limited and is first-come, first-served. Please contact the
American Center at amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-8146
with any questions. Entrance free!
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