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Poetry Slam - Season VI Showcased at the American Center

CONTENTS

The American Center Colombo
hosted the ‘Open Mic
g ; ) Competitive Poetry Slam -
U9 ) 5l Wl % 4@l Season VI’ on July 23, 2012,
s & Sli 2\ ™ providing an opportunity for
4 people to showcase their talent
and express themselves freely
through poetry. Sixteen poets,
S many of them university and
- Global Economic Statecraft Day school stydents_, presented their
. . . 2 ! poems with their own style to
- Kindle Reading for Blind Performers with Acting Public Affairs Officer an appreciative audience
Students Christopher Elms . ] to
Acting Director of the American
Center, Christopher Elms facilitated the event. Lakmali Manamperi
- Environmental Awareness won the “"Best Performance” and was awarded a certificate and the
eI R (TSI LI LINEV G ER  winning prize. Nalin Jayathunga won the prize of “Audience Choice”
- Current Affairs Discussion and was awarded a certificate and a prize as well. All the performers
Series were given an American publication and a free lifetime membership
- English Club at Gokulum to the American Center Library in Colombo and to American Corners
in Kandy and Jaffna.
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- Coconut Planting in Jaffna

- July 4th Celebrations in Kandy
- Storytelling Program
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- Public Lecture on
Environmental Issues
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- USAID in Action Lakmali Manamperi, the winner of best performance commented
Page 6-7 "Poetry Slam is the only place where the young poets has a platform
_ AIRC News to express their emotions, ideas etc., I don't merely come to win but
it is a pleasure to me to see an audience listening to my poetry. It
Page 8 motivates me to write more poetry. Poetry Slam has indeed

- Film Screenings empowered me."

“Sri Lanka and the Kandy Esala

Perahera” August 6, 3:30 pm August 13, 4:30 pm

Presentation on “Sri Lanka Panel discussion by youth
and the Kandy Esala volunteers on SHOW [Stop
Perahera: A photographic Harassment Of Women in
masterpiece” by Michael Public Spaces] You Care
Sarnacki at the American Campaign at the American
Center. Center Auditorium.
August 9, 4:30 pm August 25, 2:30 pm

The Ar;erLcalg_CenterhintColon';]bo is Public lecture on “Youth Monthly storytelling program

currently holding a pnotography Activism and Reconciliation in  at the American Center in

exhibition featuring the work of an Sri Lanka” by Mr Colombo

American photographer Michael
Sarnacki. The Exhibition runs until
the September 10. Entrance is free!

Kumaravadivel Guruparan at
the American Center.

srilanka.usembassy.gov  www.facebook.com/usembassycolombosl/ www.youtube.com/USEmbassySrilanka
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A Coconut Planting Project in Jaffna

ML A iESTe . A

A Youth Forum member planting a coconut plant
Youth Forum (YF) members of the American Corner
Jaffna together with students of the Agricultural
section of the University of Jaffna conducted an
environment program promoting coconut plant
cultivation among the rural community of 100
families in Maniyanthottam, in Jaffna.

The program started on June 4" with a pilot project
by the YF members to provide awareness to the
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community and planting of the first 10 coconut
plants. The beneficiaries were given instruction by
the YF members on properly planting the trees,
maintaining the plant’s growth and the benefits
they can gain from a coconut tree.

Phase II of the program was held on June 30 in
Maniyanthottam with environmentalist Dr. Ajantha
Perera, who provided environmental awareness to
the community on income generation projects with
coconut cultivation on the theme ‘Green Economy’.
Participants specially the women were very
interested in learning how to make marketable
items. Children of the community engaged in
drawing and took delight in learning about the
environment through art.

The program concluded with distribution of 75
coconut plants to the community by YF members. A
core group from among the women was appointed
to liaise with the YF members to monitor the
coconut cultivation program. After the program with
the community concluded, YF members met for an
evaluation at the American Corner with Dr. Perera.

Independence Day event at the American
Corner Kandy

To celebrate the 4™ of July American Independence
Day, American Corner Kandy hosted an awareness
program and a Quiz Competition on July 7, 2012
with the participation of school students and the
general public.

The awareness program included a presentation on
*Volunteerism in USA’ and screening of the
documentary ‘Portraits of America’. A student of St.
Anthony’s College, B. Kishanth was the winner of
the quiz competition and he was awarded a gift. A
pamphlet on '1961-2011: 50 Years of Friendship’

Audience participated at the
‘July Fourth’ awareness program

was distributed among all participants. With the
local participants few American citizens living in
Kandy also participated at the event.

“Readers Are Leaders” Reading Club

The July 2012 reading club was held on July 28, at
the American Center, Colombo. Norton Juster’s
“The Phantom Tollbooth” was read by Akshaya
Kannan, an intern attached to Econ section of the
U. S. Embassy, to children of 11-15 year old group,
while Ajitha Gunawardena from Asia Foundation
read from McDougal Littell Literature to children of
6-10 year old group. Afterwards the DVD version of
“The Phantom Tollbooth” was screened. The
children were invited to share their reading
experiences during the reading hour.

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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Public Lecture on Environmental issues

Audience had a lively discussion with presenter
Dr. Ajantha Perera
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On June 21, 2012, American Corner Kandy hosted a
public lecture on ‘Environmental Issues and their
Impact on Human Life’ by Dr. Ajantha Perera, a
well known environmentalist and founder of the
National Re-cycling Program of Sri Lanka. School
students, environmentalists and general public were
among the audience. Dr. Perera explained to the
participants about the value of nature and the
reasons for protecting our environment. All the
participants were given a pamphlet on the
importance of protecting the environment compiled
by Dr. Perera in local languages. Followed by the
presentation, participants were engaged in a lively
discussion on various environmental issues.

Global Economic Statecraft Day

To mark the Global Economic Statecraft Day on
June 14, 2012, Christopher Corkey, the Economic
and Commercial Officer of the U.S. Embassy
delivered a presentation on ‘US-Sri Lanka Trade
Relations’ at the American College for Higher
Education in Colombo.

Mr. Corkey in his presentation explained the history
of US-SL trade relations and the benefits both
countries are gaining through trade. He emphasized

the need for further investment opportunities in
both countries. Corkey answered many questions

A student asks a question during Q&A session

raised by the students and teachers on GSP and
other trade related matters.

Kindle Reading for Blind Students — Session 2

Students from ‘The School for the Blind’ listening keenly to
the audio version of ‘The Phantom Tollbooth’ on Kindle

On June 20, 2012 the Outreach Officer, Hector
Gonzalez and summer intern, Ian Martin visited The
School for the Blind at Ratmalana with the Outreach
Coordinator, and conducted a Kindle reading for 10
visually impaired students. The boys selected
adventure story ‘The Phantom Tollbooth” and were
very interested in the main character Milo’s
adventures. The girls opted to continue with
‘Ramona and her Father’.

The students were very keen to come to the
American Center for the next session in July.

Join the U1.5. Embassy facebook page with mare than 66,000 fans and counting. ..
http://www.facebook.com/usembassycolombaosl
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Environmental Awareness Program for Students in Jaffna

Jaffna students pledge to protect the environment

On June 29, 2012, American Corner Jaffna
organized an environmental awareness program
‘Green Economy’ at the Vembady Girls College in
Jaffna. One hundred students participated in the
program including students from Chundikuly Girls
School, St. James Girls School, St. Patricks College,
St. Johns College and Vembady Girls College in
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Jaffna. Environmentalist Dr. Ajantha Perera
facilitated the event. The students were first made
aware of protecting the environment and why
Green Economy is important. They were given the
task of converting waste (from cardboard,
polythene or used plastic bottles) to a profitable
item. Using waste material they made creative
items and described and presented them naming a
value. An environmental club consisting of students
was formed after the awareness program. This was
followed by a tree planting campaign at the school
grounds. At the end of the program, the students
took a pledge that they would do their best to
protect the environment.

Current Affairs Discussion Series

American Corner Kandy hosted the 3rd session of
‘Current Affairs Discussion Series’ for 12 newly
recruited ELTU (English Language Teaching Unit)
trainers of University of Peradeniya on July 12,
2012. The discussion was led by Fulbright Scholar/
English Language Assistant, Nadia Augustyniak who
shared her personal experiences as an ESL (English
as a Second Language) learner in Poland, as a
student who studied in the United States as well as
an English Teaching Assistant at the University of
Peradeniya. The group also discussed broadly about
studying in foreign countries (especially in USA),
required qualifications, funding, and criteria for

Nadia Augustyniak, Fulbright scholar and ETA lead the
discussion with the participants at AC Kandy

applying courses etc. Feedbacks by the participants
of previous sessions were discussed at the end.

English Club at Gokulam Children’s Home

A student giving details of his interests to facilitator
Akshaya Kannan

On July 5, 2012 Summer Intern, Akshaya Kannan
visited Gokulam Children’s Home to conduct an
English Club for a group of 19 boys and girls aged
13 - 16 years attending O’ Level classes. Akshaya
told them stories with drawings and encouraged the
children to also tell stories in English. The students
participated in this exercise with delight and some
told stories while other sang songs and had a great
time of interaction.

This will be a weekly English Club for students to
gain confidence and improve their English
communication skills.

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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YUSAID

& FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

USAID Partnership with Apparel Factory Creates Opportunities in

the East

Usa |
AID Daya Appare| L&
Thirukkov

Established under the
"Eastern Garment Alliance”
} Kjoint USAID ,BAYA project

Ceremoniallyopened by
‘ Her Excellency
| patriciaA. ButenisUs Ar'vbn\u.::e |
(Sri Lanka and Maldives)
on23" July 2012
Atthe jnvitation of
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\ Hon. D3Y? ™ ad e
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On July 24, 2012, Ambassador Patricia A. Butenis
opened an apparel factory in Thirukkovil, Ampara,
set up under the Eastern Garment Alliance, a public
private alliance between the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID) and Daya
Apparel Pvt Ltd. Two other factories have already
opened under this alliance over the past year, in
Ninthavur and Maha Oya. The three factories have

helped over 1,000 men and women from different
ethnic backgrounds build skills and secure
employment in conflict-affected Ampara. In addition
to direct employment, the alliance has opened up
secondary jobs, especially in construction.

In her final trip to the Eastern Province,
Ambassador Butenis reflected at the opening, "I am
delighted to be here in the east to see the progress
of the region and its people. Since my first visit to
the east, almost three years ago, what I see today
is immense progress -- increased economic growth,
improved living conditions, and enhanced skills in a
region affected by nearly 30 years of conflict.”

USAID currently supports seven alliances with Sri
Lankan companies in the aquaculture, horticulture,
logistics and apparel sectors. In addition to the
nearly $11 million USAID has provided, the
alliances have leveraged approximately $26 million
from its private partners.

Ensuring Food Security and Re-establishing
Farm Livelihoods for the Recently Resettled in
the North of Sri Lanka

+ & 4 - - SR

Through grants to the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), USAID is providing agricultural
tools, paddy seed storage facilities along with
poultry packages to ensure food security and
restore livelihoods in Sri Lanka's former conflict
zones of the Northern Province. Re-establishing
farm production, the program supplies rice,
vegetable and other field crop seeds, and
agricultural tools such as water pumps to resettled
families including war widows and female-headed
households. This program has been especially
successful in leveraging other donor agency funding

to meet these needs in the North. Since 2010, more
than 23,000 families have benefitted from the
program.

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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Monthly Essay Competition

Essay Competition for School Children on the
theme of Learn About America

The American Center has organized an essay
competition for school children which is published in
Junior Observer of the Sunday Observer.

The monthly essay topic is for children in three age
categories 12-14 years, 15-16 years and 17-18
years.

Each age group is given a monthly topic related to
the United States of America and is asked to write
an essay with a minimum word count. The students
can conduct research for their essay at the
American Center Library in Colombo, at American
Corner in Kandy and Jaffna, or from sources on IIP
Digital, a very good internet resource with
information on the United States, its culture,
history, literature, politics, tourist attractions and
much more.
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The first three winners in each age group will be
given a selection of American books, a lifetime
membership to the American Center Library, and a
certificate signed by the U.S. Ambassador. A prize
giving ceremony will be held at the American
Center Colombo every two months.

Essay topics for August/September are as
follows:

12-14 years: Discuss the role of Education in
youth empowerment. (500 words)

15-16 years: The theme chosen for International
Youth Day 2012 by the UN is “Building a Better
World: Partnering with Youth.” Discuss your
thoughts on this theme. (750 words)

17-18 years: Dialogue and Mutual Understanding
will enhance peace in multicultural, multi religious
backgrounds. It is believed that young peoples’
energy, imagination and initiatives provide crucial
contributions to enhancing peace and development.
Discuss your role as youth in enhancing peace and
development in this world. (1000 words)

Please see the Junior Observer of the Sunday
Observer for more details. Closing date October 15,
2012.

Women'’s History Month Essay Contest
Winners

The monthly essay competition conducted by the
American Center Library has focused its essay
topics for March and April 2012 on "Women” in
recognition of the International Women’s Day
celebrated on March 8, 2012. There were hundreds
of essay entries and following students have won
the first, second and third places under 12-14 and
15-16 year old categories.

The winners were awarded at a ceremony held at
the American Center Auditorium, Colombo on June
29, 2012.

12-14 years

Essay Topic: Contributions of Women in the
Development of a Country

Fathima Raiha Rizwan
Belvoir College International,
Colombo

1st Place

2nd Place Rageswary Naganathan
Hindu Ladies College, Colombo 06
3rd Place Fathima Shanas Munas

Brilliant Stars International College,
Matara

15-16 years category

Essay Topic: Women’s Education-Women'’s
Empowerment

1st Place Fathima Fahma Mawahib
Al Mubarak National School, Malwana
2nd Place K. L. Tamara Peiris
Lyceum International School,
Panadura
3rd Place Saumiya Sivakumaran

Vavuniya Tamil Madya Maha
Vidyalaya

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov



American Information Resource Center (AIRC)

Monthly Photography Competition

U.S. Embassy, Colombo
conducts monthly photography
competitions for school children
between 12-18 years of age.
Winning entries will show
creativity, skill, and an ability
to select a subject based on
the monthly theme. Both
electronic and hard copies of
photographs will be accepted. First, second and
third place awards will be given in the following age
categories:

\ ¢V J

12-14 years
15-16 years and
17-18 years

Photography Competition — June-July 2012

Submit photographs on the theme “Celebrate the
World Environment Day.” Along with the
photograph, entries must include a brief
explanation of the subject and why it was

selected. Please send your photograph along with
the coupon given here with your details certified by
your school principal or the class teacher to the
below address.

Photography Competition - June-July 2012
American Center

44, Galle Road

Colombo 03

You may send your photograph electronically to the
email address amcentersli@state.gov with your
Name, Age Category, Address, Contact Details,
School and Name of the School Principal included.

Our panel of judges will assess all entries and then

American Center Newsletter
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select first, second, and third place photographs
under each age category. All three winners will
receive a collection of American literature, a life
time membership to the American Center Library
and a certificate signed by the U. S.
Ambassador. Winners will be invited to attend an
award ceremony at the American Center in
Colombo.

Rules and Conditions

1. Submitted electronic images must be no larger
than 1024 pixels width & 720 pixels in height
and are not to exceed 500kb in size.

2. Photographs can be either black and white or
color.

3. If sending printed photographs, the size should
be at least 4"x 6”.

4. All entries must be submitted on or before

August 18, 2012.

You may only enter a maximum of 3

photographs into each competition.

6. Please do not post any photographs that are

obscene, discriminatory, or which otherwise

violate any local or international laws

The photographer must be the sole author and

owner of the copyright of photos entered in to

the competition.

8. By entering this contest the photographer
agrees that any winning photograph you submit
may be used by the American Center/U.S.
Embassy Colombo solely for the purposes of this
competition or future contests and no other
purpose, these uses include; displaying the
entries in the American Center lobby, on the
official website, Facebook and cropping and re-
sizing the image as necessary to fit pre-defined
formats for the competition.

w

N

American Center Conducts Training for
Librarians

w

. % {
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A two day training program was held for librarians
and library staff of Manthai West Pradeshiya Sabha
on July 9th and 10th at the American Center

Library, Colombo. They were trained on

basic knowledge on selection of library materials,
cataloguing and classification, circulation and
technologies available for present day libraries. The
training also included presentations on general
library management and social media with some
practical sessions and library tours at National
Library of Sri Lanka and Public Library in Colombo.
With a view of building trust on democratic process
through library development, USAID/RISEN has
decided to develop libraries in the Manthai West
Pradeshiya Sabha in Mannar district. Under this
project, all libraries in the Manthai West PS will be
renovated and provided with books and equipments
required. This training was held as a part of this
USAID/RISEN library development project.

http:/ /srilanka.usembassy.gov
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Film Screenings at the American Center
August 7 - My Own Private Idaho (1991, 102 minutes)
River Phoenix and Keanu Reeves star in Gus Van Sant’s classic
independent film, loosely based on Shakespeare’s Henriad. In this
retelling, Reeves plays a wealthy young man who spends his time with a
gang of street kids while he waits for his inheritance; Phoenix is his

troubled best friend. The two set off on a voyage of self-discovery that is
as unique as it is ultimately revealing.

August 14 - Reality Bites (1994, 99 minutes)

A group of close friends awkwardly adjust to adulthood in this time
capsule of a comedy. They are overeducated and underemployed, too
immature to know how to cope with the complexities of their
relationships, but old enough to know that they must learn. Ben Stiller’'s
film is smart and confident, with a likeable cast and a witty script. With
Winona Ryder, Ethan Hawke, Janeane Garofalo, and Ben Stiller.

August 21 - Stand By Me (1986, 88 minutes)

A coming-of-age story like no other, this film follows four boys who go
into the forest to find a dead body. Along the way they experience a
series of true-life dramas that change their lives forever. The film is
bittersweet and honest in its portrayal of the end of childhood, and is
helped by a gifted cast. With River Phoenix, Wil Wheaton, Corey
Feldman, Keifer Sutherland, and Jerry O’Connell. Directed by Rob
Reiner.

August 28 - Rebel Without a Cause (1955, 111 minutes)

The original teen movie. In this landmark drama, James Dean plays a
rebellious teenager lost in a family, and society, that is

adrift. Generations clash, personalities explode, and Dean and his
equally lost friends are torn apart by violence, distrust, and their own
insecurities. With Natalie Wood, Sal Mineo, and Dennis Hopper.

Movies start promptly at 6:00pm every Tuesday. Seating is
limited and is first-come, first-served. Please contact the
American Center at amcentersi@state.gov or at (11) 249-8146
with any questions. Entrance free!

Movies for Youth at the American Center

August 11 August 18 August 25
3:30 pm 3:30 pm 3:30 pm
SPELLBOUND THE SANDLOT THE INCREDIBLE JOURNEY

A WORK OF ARTI

Every Saturday at 3:30 pm

American Center Newsletter
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