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American Center Celebrates World Press Freedom Day 
 

The American Center in 
Colombo commemorated 
World Press Freedom Day 
by hosting a panel 
discussion on May 3, 
2012. The Sri Lankan 
perspective of the 
UNESCO theme “Difficulty 
in the Access to Quality 
Information Undermines 
Media Freedom” was 
discussed by Sunday 
Island editor Manik De 

Silva; AFP Bureau Chief for Sri Lanka Amal Jayasinghe; and the 
Committee to Protect Journalist’s Asia Program Coordinator Bob 
Dietz, who joined the discussion via video feed. 
 

Many renowned journalists from print and electronic media from 
Sinhala, Tamil, and English language outlets attended the discussion 
and shared their experiences on challenges facing them in realizing 
media freedom. 
 

Panelist Manik De Silva’s reference to the struggle for media freedom 
in Sri Lanka as a long fought battle and Amal Jayasinghe’s emphasis 
on the emergence of citizen journalism as a new window for freedom 
of information, were two highlights of the discussion. 

Upcoming & Current Events . . . . . . 

June 9 
 

Celebrating World 
Environment Day. An 
environment awareness 
program for children from 
orphanages taking part in a 
poster-drawing event at the 
American Center.  
 

June 14, 3:00 pm 
 

Public lecture on 
“Environmental Issues and 
their Impact on Human Life” 
by  Dr. Ajantha Perera at the 
American Center in Colombo. 
The lecture will be linked to 

American Corners in Kandy 
and Jaffna through DVC.  
 

June 21, 3:00 pm 
 

Presentation by Mrs. 
Arundathie Abeysinghe on 
“Challenges in Implementing 
Int'l Conventions with regard 
to Women's Issues” at the 
American Center. 
 

June 23, 2:30 pm 
 

Monthly storytelling program 
at the American Center in 
Colombo.  

Panelists participated from Colombo (left to right) Amal 
Jayasinghe, Manik De Silva and Christopher Teal. 

“The Freedom to Smile” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The American Center in Colombo is 
currently holding a photography exhibition 
featuring the work of The Cartwheel 
Initiative Trust. The Exhibition runs until 
the June 29,2012. Entrance is free! 

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov�
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Public lecture: ‘The Last Drop? Myth and Reality in Water 
Management’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On April 05, 2012, the American Center hosted a 
public lecture called “The Last Drop? Myth and 

Reality in Water Management,” to commemorate 
World Water Day. James Clarke, head of 
communications at the International Water 
Management Institute, presented. He gave an 
overview on the global and local scenario and 
discussed effective ways of managing to improve 
water productivity on farms, grow new crops, 
promote trade from highly productive to less 
productive regions, and manage demand by 
reducing consumption and wastage. The audience 
had a lively discussion with the speaker on issues 
affecting Sri Lanka’s water resources, especially in 
the Northern Peninsula, and globally as a whole. 

American Center Hosts Art Workshop for Kids 
 
As part of the American Center’s Art Exhibitions 
program, each month the American Center 
organizes workshops at various orphanages.  The 
workshops are conducted by the featured Artists of 
the Month. 
 
On April 28th, 2012, artists Sameera Kalupahana 
and Deleepa Jeewantha conducted a workshop for 
at the Mau Sevana Children’s Home in 
Mattakuliaya. Thirty boys between the ages of 9 
and 17 attended. The full-day workshop included 
sessions on pastels and watercolors.  This event 
gave us the opportunity to identify three very 

talented artists whose paintings we plan to exhibit 
at an Art Exhibition later this year. A certificate of 
completion was handed out to all the participants 
who took part in the workshop.  

Children pose with their drawings  

Speaker James Clarke presenting with facts & figures  
to the audience  

Public Lecture: ‘Awareness Program on IPR 
for School Students’ 

 
On April 30, 2012, the 
American Center hosted a 
program for school students on 
Intellectual Property Rights 
(IPR). The program was 
attended by students and 
educators from leading schools 
in Colombo, as well as 
representatives from the 
business sector. Public Affairs 
Officer Christopher Teal 
welcomed the participants and 
introduced the presenters, 
Shalini Ratwatte, Attorney-at-
Law, Consultant Business 
Software Alliance (Sri Lanka); 
and Tharanga De Silva, 
Attorney-at-Law, Trademark 

and Patent Agent.  Both are IVLPs. The presenters 

gave an introduction to IPR and talked of several 
well known inventors, the importance of patents 
and trademarks including software piracy. Thijee 
Pasan Peththawadu, a Sri Lankan’s new 
development of an ‘Instant Liquid Tea Concentrate’ 
was showcased as an encouragement to the young 
participants to think of creative ideas / inventions 
which can take them on the path to success.  

Tharanga De Silva, 
Attorney-at-Law, 

Trademark and Patent 
Agent giving an 

introduction to IPR. 
Student interacting during Q&A session on  

young inventors  
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Photo Exhibition by Fulbright specialist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every month the American Center hosts an art 
exhibition by a Sri Lankan or American artist. On 
April 26, 2012, a reception was held at the 
American Center to congratulate May’s Artist of the 
Month, Liz Doles. “Lassanai Lankawa,” the debut 
solo exhibition by Ms. Doles, is an exploration of 
different faces in Sri Lanka. During her time in Sri 
Lanka she has captured many interesting shots of 
the Sri Lankan people at different levels.  Ms. Doles 
is also Fulbright specialist. 
 
The welcome speech was given by Christopher Teal, 
Public Affairs Officer of the U.S. Embassy Colombo. 
He spoke about the creativity of the artists and the 
way she has connected her camera to the Sri 
Lankan people.   Ms Doles also gave a speech about 
her work in Sri Lanka and how every picture had a 
story behind it. Liz Doles talks to the audience about her photographs  

Current Affairs Discussion Series in Kandy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On May 17, 2012, the American Corner Kandy 
commenced a ‘Current Affairs’ discussion series for 

10 newly recruited ELTU (English Language 
Teaching Unit) trainers of University of Peradeniya. 
Public Affairs Officer Christopher Teal from the U.S. 
Embassy Colombo welcomed the participants via 
DVC from Colombo. The discussion was led by 
Fulbright Scholar and English Language Assistant 
Nadia Augustyniak, who shared her personal 
experiences as an ESL learner in Poland, as a 
student who studied in the United States, and as an 
English Teaching Assistant at the department of law 
in the Faculty of Arts of University of Peradeniya. 
The group discussed teaching methods, strategies, 
communication methods with students, students’ 
attitude, the art of teaching, and multiculturalism.  
 
The facilitator gave guidelines for the next four 
sessions. Group members will come next time 
prepared to discuss one of the topics of interest.  

Discussions on current affairs at the American Corner 
Kandy led by Fulbright Scholar/English Teaching 

Assistant, Nadia Augustyniak 

Youth Forum in Jaffna 
 
On March 15, 2012, American Corner Jaffna hosted 
a discussion with Danielle Goldberg, an American 
conflict resolution specialist involved in curriculum 
development at the Jaffna University. She met with 
management, law and science faculty students from 
Jaffna University. They discussed social issues that 
have an impact on their daily lives and continued 
discussing university curriculum. Mr. Arunakiri, a 
lecturer at Jaffna University, also attended the 
discussion.   Danielle Goldberg is in lively discussion with 

Youth Forum members at  
American Corner Jaffna  
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Presentation on Learning Grammar for the Access students 

On April 29, 2012, a workshop on English Language 
Education was held at Fathima Balika School in 
Puttalam for Access students.  It was conducted by 
Mohan Samaranayake, who followed an E-teacher 

course sponsored by the American Center and 
conducted by the University of Oregon. The main 
objective of the presentation was to show them that 
learning grammar could be fun.  

Workshop on Drama and Theaters by Beyond 
Borders  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On April 07, 2012, American Corner Jaffna hosted a 
workshop on Drama and Forum Theater by Beyond 
Borders, a local NGO, for a group of youth. They 
discussed issues affecting the theater performance 
in Jaffna. Later they gave a basic training to the 
participants on drama and theater acting.  

Participants at American Corner in Jaffna  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presentation marking Earth Day 2012 - 
“Mobilizing the Earth” 
 

On April 04, 2012, as part of the Embassy’s speaker 
program, American Corner Jaffna commemorating 
Earth Day by hosting Economic Officer Christopher 
Corkey, who spoke on “Mobilizing the Earth.” 
Twenty participants, including university and school 
students and NGO staffs, attended the talk and had 
a lively discussion at the end with Mr. Corkey. 

Christopher Corkey is presenting the talk while  
Mr. Vijajabaskaran interprets into Tamil 

Fulbright Master’s Student Awards for 2013-‘14 NEWS 

 
The US-SLFC invites applications from qualified 
candidates for the Fulbright Student Program for 
the academic year 2013 – 2014 in the following 
disciplines; Social Sciences & Humanities, Physical 
Sciences, Biological Sciences, Architecture and 
Engineering, Commerce and Management Studies. 
The awards are intended to assist a limited 
number of scholars, selected for their academic 
excellence, to do their post-graduate (master’s 
level only) study in American universities. 
Graduates who have not had extensive prior 
exposure to the United States are encouraged to 
apply. 
 
Eligibility: 
 

1. Be a Sri Lankan citizen and have continuously 
resided in Sri Lanka for a minimum of 2 years 
up to the time of applying for this award. 

2. Possess a 4-year bachelor’s from a Sri Lankan 

university. Those with degrees from non-Sri 
Lankan universities are welcome to apply 
provided they possess the equivalent of a 4-
year Sri Lankan degree. Applicants with 3-year 
degrees from Sri Lanka and India are required 
to possess a relevant post-graduate 
qualification (for example, a post-graduate 
diploma in a relevant subject). 

3. Be committed to reside in Sri Lanka on 
completion of the award for a minimum of 2 
years. 

4. Possess at a minimum, 1 year of post-
qualifying experience in the proposed field of 
study. 

5. Be below the age of 35 years on the 1st of 
October, 2012. 

 

Duration of award: a maximum of 2 academic 
years. Deadline: 30th of July 2012·  
 

Visit http://www.fulbrightsrilanka.com for more 
details and online application. 

http://www.fulbrightsrilanka.com/?page_id=1168�


 

5  

American Center Newsletter 
April & May 2012 

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov 

USAID in Action 

USAID partners with MAS to provide livelihood opportunities 

Under the Active Apparel Alliance, USAID partnered 
with MAS Holdings to establish a factory in the 
Northern Province's Kilinochchi District. This factory 
is the first established under the alliance, which 

began in 2011. The new factory will help recently-
resettled populations resume their livelihoods and 
build professional development skills. 

The training and manufacturing 
facility, named MAS Vaanavil Training 
Center, opened in Thiru Nagar, 
Kilinochchi on May 4, 2012. This 
facility will build the professional 
development capacities of recovering 
populations and create livelihood 
opportunities. 

MP Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Northern Province 
Governor Hon. G. A. Chandrasiri, MAS Holdings 
Director Ajay Amalean, USAID Mission Director James 
Bednar, MAS Active Managing Director Shirendra 
Lawrence and religious dignitaries lay the foundation 
of MAS Active Vaanavil in Ariviyal Nagar, South of 
Kilinochchi town.  

New recruits off to an auspicious 
start at the newly opened MAS 
Vaanavil Training Center in Thiru 
Nagar. 

USAID helps female entrepreneurs in Hambantota 

Through a grant to the Hambantota District 
Chamber of Commerce, USAID supports training 
and start-up funding for female entrepreneurs in 
the south. The grant comes through the U.S 

Secretary of State’s Office of Global Women’s 
Initiatives, which supports organizations working to 
improve women’s social, economic and political 
status. 

Training session on entrepreneurship. Beneficiaries learn 
about basic business operations, bookkeeping, 
documentation and finance.  They also devise business 
plans, which are evaluated for feasibility by the Hambantota 
Chamber. 

Samantha busy producing shoes thanks to a grant from 
USAID. The Hambantota Chamber of Commerce has 
identified 80 enterprising women like Samantha, interested 
in starting their own businesses but lacking the means. 
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Monthly Essay Competition 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Essay Competition for School Children on the 
theme of Learn About America 
 

The American Center has organized an essay 
competition for school children which is published in 
Junior Observer of the Sunday Observer. 
 

The monthly essay topic is for children in three age 
categories 12-14 years, 15-16 years and 17-18 
years. 
 

Each age group is given a monthly topic related to 
the United States of America and is asked to write 
an essay with a minimum word count. The students 
can conduct research for their essay at the 
American Center Library in Colombo, at American 
Corner in Kandy and Jaffna, or from sources on IIP 
Digital, a very good internet resource with 

information on the United States, its culture, 
history, literature, politics, tourist attractions and 
much more. 
 

The first three winners in each age group will be 
given a selection of American books, a lifetime 
membership to the American Center Library, and a 
certificate signed by the U.S. Ambassador. A prize 
giving ceremony will be held at the American 
Center Colombo every two months. 
 

Essay topics for March/April are as follows: 
 

Commemorating Women’s History Month  
 

12-14 years:  Contributions of Women in 
Development of a Country (500 words) 
 

15-16 years: Women's Education - Women's 
Empowerment (750 words) 

17-18 years: The role of the society in making a 
world free of violence against women (1000 words) 

Please see the Junior Observer of the Sunday 
Observer for more details. Closing date June 9, 
2012. 

The winners of the “MLK Essay Competition” which was organized by the American Center to 
commemorate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. were received their certificates from Mr. Christopher Teal, 

Public Affairs Officer, U.S. Embassy Colombo at a ceremony held on  
April 27, 2012 at the American Center Auditorium.  

Photo Caption: Winners with the Embassy officials (left to right) Outreach Officer  Mr. Hector 
Gonzalez, competition winners, Public Affairs Officer Mr. Christopher Teal. 

MLK Essay Contest Winners 
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Monthly Photography Competition  
 

U.S. Embassy, Colombo 
conducts monthly photography 
competitions for school children 
between 12-18 years of age. 
Winning entries will show 
creativity, skill, and an ability 
to select a subject based on 
the monthly theme. Both 
electronic and hard copies of 

photographs will be accepted. First, second and 
third place awards will be given in the following age 
categories:  
 

12-14 years  
15-16 years and  
17-18 years  
 

Photography Competition – June-July 2012  
 

Submit photographs on the theme “Celebrate the 
World Environment Day.” Along with the 
photograph, entries must include a brief 
explanation of the subject and why it was 
selected.  Please send your photograph along with 
the coupon given here with your details certified by 
your school principal or the class teacher to the 
below address.   
 

Photography Competition – June-July 2012 
American Center 
44, Galle Road 
Colombo 03 

 

You may send your photograph electronically to the 
email address amcentersl@state.gov  with your 
Name, Age Category, Address, Contact Details, 
School and Name of the School Principal included. 
 

Our panel of judges will assess all entries and then 

select first, second, and third place photographs 
under each age category. All three winners will 
receive a collection of American literature, a life 
time membership to the American Center Library 
and a certificate signed by the U. S. 
Ambassador. Winners will be invited to attend an 
award ceremony at the American Center in 
Colombo. 
 

Rules and Conditions 
 

1. Submitted electronic images must be no larger 
than 1024 pixels width & 720 pixels in height 
and are not to exceed 500kb in size. 

2. Photographs can be either black and white or 
color. 

3. If sending printed photographs, the size should 
be at least 4”x 6”. 

4. All entries must be submitted on or before 
August 18, 2012. 

5. You may only enter a maximum of 3 
photographs into each competition.  

6. Please do not post any photographs that are 
obscene, discriminatory, or which otherwise 
violate any local or international laws 

7. The photographer must be the sole author and 
owner of the copyright of photos entered in to 
the competition. 

8. By entering this contest the photographer 
agrees that any winning photograph you submit 
may be used by the American Center/U.S. 
Embassy Colombo solely for the purposes of this 
competition or future contests and no other 
purpose, these uses include; displaying the 
entries in the American Center lobby, on the 
official website, Facebook and cropping and re-
sizing the image as necessary to fit pre-defined 
formats for the competition. 

American Center Hosts a Presentation on 
Human Animal Conflict 
 
According to recent news items carried by the 
newspapers and other media, people and animals 
are increasingly coming into conflict over living 
space and food. Human-animal conflict is a 
universal problem. As impacts of this issue are 
huge, a presentation was held at the American 
Center, Colombo to make the public aware of such 
issues and how to overcome these issues. Mr. 
Pubudu Weerarathna, an environment consultant 
made his presentation on May 8, 2012 on the 
theme “Human Animal Conflict in Sri Lanka.” Being 
an experienced environmentalist and an animal 
lover, Mr. Weerarathna mentioned that this issue is 

mainly due to expanding human populations and 
the continued loss of natural habitats.  The speaker 
discussed the negative impacts of this issue are as 
lose of crops, livestock, property, and sometimes 
human lives. The animals, many of which are 
already threatened or endangered, are often killed 
in retaliation or to 'prevent' future conflicts. Taking 
recent examples of crocodile attacks in various 
parts of Sri Lanka, the speaker mentioned that 
people tend to poison crocodiles and there is no 
solution for this issue until the arrangements are 
done to relocate the crocodiles. One way of 
avoiding such issues is to create awareness among 
the public. The lecture was linked to the  American 
Corner in Kandy. 

mailto:amcentersl@state.gov�
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June 2012 
 

 

June 5 - The Apartment (1960, 125 minutes)  
 

From director Billy Wilder comes one of the greatest comedies of 
all time.  Jack Lemmon stars opposite Shirley Maclaine and Fred 
MacMurray as an office worker with an unusual plan for climbing 
the corporate ladder.  As his plan begins to work, his life becomes 
an increasingly tangled net of lies, mistakes, and heartbreak.  The 
jokes come a mile a minute in a film that is as hilarious as it is 
unpredictable and enjoyable. 
 
June 12 - It Happened One Night (1934, 105 minutes)  
 

Clark Gable and Claudette Colbert light up the screen in Frank 
Capra’s classic screwball comedy.   An out-of-work journalist 
kidnaps a spoiled heiress at her own request in order to help her 
reunite with her husband against her father’s wishes.  He hopes to 
get an exclusive interview as a reward, but everything that can go 
wrong does.  
 
June 19 - Raging Bull (1980, 129 minutes)  
 

Martin Scorsese’s spectacular film is widely considered one of the 
greatest films ever made.  Robert DeNiro puts in a legendary 
performance as Jake LaMotta, a violent and even repulsive who 
can never understand that his greatest enemy is himself.  Stark, 
brutal, psychologically complex and emotionally devastating, 
Raging Bull is an exceptional achievement in cinema, a dark story 
told with great depth.  Joe Pesci and Cathy Moriarity are stellar, as 
well. 
 
June 26 - The Searchers (1956, 119 minutes)  
 
The greatest Western of all time is one whose depth and 
complexity grow with time.  On the surface The Searchers is an 
engaging adventure story about two cowboys on a quest to rescue 
a kidnapped girl.  Dig deeper, though, and find a troubling and 
painfully insightful exploration of racism, justice, guilt and 
revenge.   There is redemption, but it is hard-earned.  John Ford 
directs John Wayne and Natalie Wood. 
 

Movies start promptly at 6:00pm every Tuesday. Seating is 

limited and is first-come, first-served. Please contact the 

American Center at amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-

8146 with any questions. Entrance free ! 
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