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Ceramic Walls 
 

Exhibition of 
ceramic murals 
by Prasanna 
Kolambage. 
 
The American 
Center in Colombo 

is currently holding a murals exhibition 
featuring the work of Prasanna 
Kolambage.  
 
The Exhibition runs until the July 20, 
2011.  
 
Entrance is free!  

The American Center, 44 Galle Road, Colombo 3 
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World Intellectual Property Day Celebrated in Colombo 
 

April 26, 2011: In 
observance of World 
Intellectual Property Day, 
the American Center 
organized a panel 
discussion on Intellectual 
Property Rights. Dr. D. M. 
Karunaratne, Director 
General of the National 
Intellectual Office of Sri 
Lanka delivered the  
keynote address on “The 
Economic Aspects of 

Intellectual Property Rights.” 
  
Dr. Karunaratne explained how to encourage creativity, and research 
and development by creating an environment where investors’ 
intellectual rights are protected.  He further explained the economic 
benefits that a country, a society and investors can gain by protecting 
owner rights. Attorneys-at-law Channa Ransinghe, Monira Rafeek and 
Shalini Ratwatte served as panelists representing the electrical, 
pharmaceutical and software industries, respectively. A large number 
of participants joined the event including law students, attorneys, 
businessmen and the general public. Ken Kero-Mentz, the Economic 
Officer at the U. S. Embassy, gave the opening remarks and chaired 
the discussion. 

Upcoming & Current Events . . . . . . 
June 25, 2011: 
 
Readers Are Leaders Club 

 

Storytelling 
program and 
movie screening at 
2:30 p.m. at the 
American Center 

Auditorium.  
 
June 23, 2011: 
 
Public lecture titled 
“Environment and 
Development in Sri Lanka” by 
Mrs. Kamini Meedeniya 
Vitarana at the American 

Center Auditorium. The 
lecture will be linked to 
American Corners in Kandy 
and Jaffna through DVC. 
 
June 21, 2011: 
 
Public lecture titled “How to 
Reach Your Full Potential” by 
Dr. Lionel Mandy at the 
American Center Auditorium. 
The lecture will be linked to 
American Corners in Kandy 
and Jaffna through DVC. 
 
 

Ken Kero-Mentz, the Economic Officer at the  
U. S. Embassy gave the opening remarks and  

chaired the discussion. 

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov�
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Eisenhower Essay Award Ceremony 

Ambassador Patricia Butenis welcomed the winners 
of the Eisenhower Essay Competition on April 11, 

2011 at her residence. This competition was held as 
part of  the “Learn About America” Essay 
Competition—a joint initiative of the American 
Center, the Junior Observer and the Eisenhower 
Fellowship Association of Sri Lanka. 
  
The essay topics focused on former U. S. President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower.  The Eisenhower Fellowship 
Association by provided cash awards for the 9 
winners. 
 
The Eisenhower Fellowship Association is the alumni 
organization of Sri Lankan participants in the 
prestigious Eisenhower Fellowship, a exchange 
program that brings mid-career professionals from 
around the world to the United States.   

American Center and Local Artists Team to 
Lead Art Workshop for Kids 
 
As part of the American Center’s monthly Art 
exhibitions, each month the American Center 
organizes art workshops conducted by the featured 
Artists of the Month at various orphanages. 
  
The April workshop was held at the Clarendon 
Children’s Home in Mount Lavinia on April 19th, 
2011. Twenty girls between the ages of 9 and 17 
took part in this workshop conducted by the artists 
of the month, Sujatha Wanamalie and Sameera 
Kalupahana—both lecturers /artists at the Vibhavi 
Academy of Fine Arts (VAFA). 
  

The full-
day 
workshop 
consisted 
of two 
sessions. 
During the 
morning 
workshop, 
the girls 
drew with 
pastels and 

during the afternoon with water colors. As the two 
artists excel in this medium, the children gained a 
lot of knowledge on using water colors to create 
beautiful works of art. 

Winners posed for a photograph with the Ambassador Butenis 
and Mr. Mangala Moonasinghe. 

Access Visit to Ampara and Oluvil 

Niambi Young, the U.S. Embassy's Cultural Affairs 
Officer, visited the Embassy’s Access program in 
Ampara. The Access Microscholarship Program 
(Access) is an initiative funded by the U.S. 

Government that provides two years of 
extracurricular English language instruction to 
talented, low-income 14 - 18 year old students. 
 
In Ampara, 37 children participated in the 
program.  Since 2006, approximately 750 students 
nationwide have participated in the Access 
program. 
  
Niambi gave a short presentation on American 
Culture and spoke on the importance of learning 
English.  
  
Niambi also visited the future site of the Oluvil 
Access program which will commence in May.  

Niambi Young, Cultural Affairs Officer, with  
Access students in Ampara 
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English Teacher Training Workshop 

Together with South Eastern University , the 
American Center organized a two-day professional 

development workshop titled “Best Practices in 
Instruction for Diverse Multicultural Secondary 
Classrooms” at South Eastern University in Oluvil 
on the 25th and the 26th of April, 2011.  Paige 
Jackins, a Senior English Language Fellow, led the 
core sessions.  Forty-two secondary level English 
teachers from schools in the area attended the 
program on both days.  
 
Each year, the U.S. Embassy brings to Sri Lanka 1-
2 English Language Fellows—specialists in teaching 
English as a foreign language.   They spend 10 
months working with a university and leading 
various teacher training programs.  

Storytelling program “James and the Giant 
Peach” 
 
The American Center, Colombo hosted its 
fourteenth Readers are Leaders club for youth on 
April 23, 2011. U.S. Embassy Colombo family 
member William Linsenmeyer read the story of 
James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl. 
 
Kids enjoyed listening to the story and drew 
pictures on the flip board of the characters in the 
story. The film version of the book was screened at 
the end of the reading club program. The club 
meets every 4th Saturday of the month at 2:30pm. 
  
The club helps children between the ages of 10 - 14 
improve their understanding of the English 

language, develop oral communication skills, and 
increase their confidence to critically analyze 
content. 

American Corner Activities 
 
American Corner Jaffna screens ANTZ for kids 
 
On April 19, 2001, the American Corner – Jaffna organized a special 
screening of film ‘Antz’ to members of the Children’s Club from Point 
Pedro. Fifty-two children attended the screening. The AC in Jaffna 
organizes regular film screenings for kids and adults. 
 
American Corner Jaffna hosts public lecture “How to get rid of 
stress” 
  
On April 1, 2011, the American Corner in Jaffna hosted a public lecture 
by Fulbright scholar Dr. Lionel Mandy titled ‘How to Get Rid of Stress.’ 
Dr. Mandy, who is currently teaching courses in Clinical Psychology at 

the University of Colombo, discussed good and bad stress as well as stress management.  This lecture 
was interpreted into Tamil. 

Kids enjoying the movie Antz at the  
American Corner  in Jaffna 

Kids pose with storyteller William Linsenmeyer  
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U.S. Government helps farmers re-establish roots in the North 

May 5, 2011:  Assistant 
Secretary Robert Blake, 
former U.S. 
Ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, traveled to 
Kilinochchi recently to 
turn over water pumps 
to formerly displaced 
farmers in the North.  
The water pumps are 
one aspect of a $5.2 
million U.S. Agency for 
International 
Development (USAID) 
project to assist 
recently resettled 
families in the North, 
conducted in 
partnership with the 
U.N. Food and 
Agriculture 

Organization (FAO), the Ministry of Agriculture and 

the Northern Council Departments of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Agrarian Services.  
 

Assistant Secretary Blake noted, “Through this 
project alone, the U.S. Government is directly 
helping more than 17,000 of the most vulnerable 
households, who were formerly displaced due to the 
conflict, to restart their livelihoods in Northern 
Province.”  
 

Many families in the North only recently returned 
home to land they have not farmed or lived on in 
nearly a generation. As a result, it is crucial that 
they begin to grow and harvest crops both to feed 
their families and to sell for income. The U.S. 
Government, in partnership with FAO and the 
Department of Agriculture, is helping resettled 
people become self-sufficient by providing paddy 
seed, other field crop seeds, tools, home gardening 
packages and water pumps. The project is also 
helping 3,950 widow- and female-headed 
households raise poultry.  

U. S. Assistant Secretary for Central 
and South Asian Affairs Robert O. 
Blake handing over a water pump to a 
beneficiary of a program jointly 
conducted by the United States, the 
United Nations, and the Government 
of Sri Lanka in Killinochchi. 

Identity Documents for Returnees Issued in 
their Own Village 
 

USAID Supports Mobile Clinics 
 

2011-05-10: C. Elilmegawarnan gazed happily at 
her new identity card almost unbelievable that she 
received it within a week after handing over the 
application.  
 

Living in a small village some 30 kilometers from 
the Kilinochchi Divisional Secretariat (DS) office in 
northern Sri Lanka, Elilmegawarnan was one of the 
thousands of residents from the North and the East 
who lost her identity and legal documents when 
displaced multiple times during the 26-year conflict. 
Getting to the DS office, which only received 
applications to replace identity documents once a 
week, required a long bus ride. Elilmegawarnan 
often thought about the time and money she would 
have to spend to get her identity documents 
reissued.  
 

Then she heard about the USAID-funded mobile 
clinic that was set up in her village. Having either 
returned to their places of origin recently after the 
conflict, or been working in plantations in the 
country’s central hills and south-central regions, 
most of the recipients did not possess proper 
identity documents. The mobile clinics helped some 

170,000 residents island-wide obtain copies of 
essential identity documents that are mandatory for 
voter registration and to be recorded as new voters 
on updated voter lists.  

 

The mobile 
clinics drew 
large crowds. 
In order to 
serve all of 
them there 
were 
instances 
when the 
clinics even 
operated after 
the official 
closing time.  
 

The Grama 
Sevaka 

Niladharis - village officials representing the central 
government - in several villages expressed their 
appreciation on the implementation of this project, 
which addressed pressing needs among the 
returnee community.  

Additional District Registrar and his staff assist 
returnees to apply for new identity documents.  
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June 4 - Cinderella (1950, 76 minutes)  
 

Cinderella is a 1950 American animated film 
produced by Walt Disney and based on the fairy tale 
"Cendrillon" by Charles Perrault. Directed by Clyde 
Geronimi, Wilfred Jackson. Starring Ilene Woods, 
Eleanor Audley, Verna Felton. 

June 11 - Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs (1937, 84 minutes)  
 

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs is a 1937 
American animated film based on Snow White, a 
German fairy tale by the Brothers Grimm. It was the 
first full-length cel-animated feature in motion 
picture history, as well as the first animated feature 
film produced in America, the first produced in full 
color, the first to be produced by Walt Disney, and 
the first in the Walt Disney Animated Classics canon. 

June 18 - Spirited Away (2001, 125 minutes)  
 

Spirited Away is a 2001 Japanese animated fantasy-
adventure film written and directed by Hayao 
Miyazaki and produced by Studio Ghibli. The film 
tells the story of Chihiro Ogino, a sullen ten-year-old 
girl who is in the process of moving to a new 
neighborhood, but ends up in a mysterious world of 
spirits and monsters.  

June 25 - Tuck Everlasting (2002, 90 
minutes)  
 

Tuck Everlasting is a 2002 film based on the 
children's book of the same title by Natalie Babbitt 
published in 1975. This Disney version was directed 
by Jay Russell. 

Reviews were drawn from www.wikipedia.org 

Movies start promptly at 3:30pm every Saturday. 
Seating is limited and is first-come, first-served. 
Please contact the American Center at 
amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-8146 with any 
questions. 



 

6  

American Center Newsletter 
May 2011 

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov 

Fulbright News 

Hubert Humphrey Fellowships for 2012-2013 

The US-SLFC invites applications from suitable 
candidates for the Hubert Humphrey Fellowships for 
2012-2013 in the fields listed below. Candidates 
should be mid-career professionals in leadership 
positions with a commitment to public service and 
with the potential for professional advancement. They 
may be employed in either the public or private 
sector. 
 
• Agricultural and Rural Development 
• Communications/Journalism 
• Substance Abuse Education, Treatment & 

Prevention 
• Economic Development/ Finance and Banking 
• Educational Administration, Planning & Policy 
• Higher Education Administration 
• HIV/AIDS Policy and Prevention 
• Human Resource Management 
• Law and Human Rights 
• Natural Resources/Environmental Policy/Climate 

Change 
• Public Health Policy and Management 
• Public Policy Analysis and Public Administration 
• Teaching of English as a Foreign Language 

(Teacher Training or Curriculum Development) 
• Technology Policy and Management 
• Trafficking in Persons, Policy and Prevention 
• Urban and Regional Planning 
 

The Hubert Humphrey Fellowship is specially designed 
for mid-career professionals to enable them to 
participate in a ten-month non-degree program of 
academic coursework and professional internship. 
In order to be eligible for a Humphrey Fellowship, 
applicants should: 
 
1. Be citizens of Sri Lanka. 
2. Possess a 4-year Bachelor’s (special) Degree. 

Preference will be given to those with post-
graduate qualifications. 

3. Have a minimum of five years of professional 
experience by the 1st of October, 2011. 

4. Be able to display personal initiative and an 
interest in the policies pertaining to their fields. 

5. Be proficient in both written and spoken English. 
6. Be below the age of 50 years by the1st of October, 

2011. 
 
Applicants are encouraged to collect the application 
form from www.fulbrightsrilanka.com or by writing to 
soraya@fulbrightsrilanka.com 
 

The U.S.-SL Fulbright Commission 
22 Flower Terrace, Colombo 7 
Tel: 011 2564176  

 
Closing date for receipt of applications is Thursday, 
June 30th, 2011. Only candidates short-listed for 
interviews will be notified. 

Join the Fulbright Alumni Association of Sri 
Lanka (FAASL) 
  
The United States-Sri Lanka Fulbright Commission 
is proud to launch the Fulbright Alumni Association 
of Sri Lanka (FAASL), which will to draw together 
scholars, both American and Sri Lankan, who made 
their "Fulbright journey" under the Commission’s 
auspices.  
 
The Fulbright Alumni Association of Sri Lanka 
(FAASL) will be a network that will give alumni the 
opportunity to share their experiences and to draw 
from the wide base of knowledge, skills and re-
sources that such a diverse academic and profes-
sional community will offer.  

 
During its existence of over 50 years, the US-SLFC 
is proud to have provided more than 800 scholar-
ship opportunities for Sri Lankan and American 
Scholars. The scholars who made the journey to 
each other’s shores have been the recipients of a 
unique opportunity to understand and appreciate 
the nuances of the cultures of each country. This 
experience will be the common ground on which the 
Fulbright Alumni Association of Sri Lanka (FAASL) 
will help renew ties and foster new friendships. 
 
You can download the membership application form 
from the Fulbright Commission’s website at http://
www.fulbrightsrilanka.com/?page_id=605 
 

http://www.fulbrightsrilanka.com 

http://www.fulbrightsrilanka.com/?page_id=605�
http://www.fulbrightsrilanka.com/?page_id=605�
http://www.fulbrightsrilanka.com/?page_id=605�
http://www.fulbrightsrilanka.com/?page_id=605�
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Monthly Photography Competition 
 

U.S. Embassy, Colombo 
conducts a monthly 
photography competitions 
for school children 
between 12-18 years of 
age. Winning entries will 
show creativity, skill, and 
an ability to select a 
subject based on the 
monthly theme.  Both 

electronic and hard copies of 
photographs will be accepted. First, second and 
third place awards will be given in the following age 
categories: 
 

12-14 years 
15-16 years and 
17-18 years 

  
Photography Competition – May 2011 
 
Submit photographs on the theme “A Mother’s 
Love” for May 2011 photography contest. Along 
with the photograph, entries must include a brief 
explanation of the subject and why it was selected.  
Please send your photograph along with the coupon 
given here with your details certified by your school 
principal or the class teacher to the below address.   
 

May 2011 photography Competition 
American Center 
44, Galle Road 
Colombo 03 

 
You may send your photograph electronically to the 
email address amcentersl@state.gov  included in 
the e-mail your Name, Age, Contact Details, School 
and Name of the School Principal. 

 
Our panel of judges will asses all entries and then 
select first, second and third place photographs 
under each age category. All three winners will 
receive a collection of American literature, a life 
time membership of the American Center Library 
and a certificate signed by the U. S. Ambassador.   
Winners will be invited to attend an award 
ceremony at the American Center in Colombo. 
 
 Rules and Conditions 
 
 
1. Submitted electronic images must be no larger 

than 1024 pixels width & 720 pixels in height 
and are not to exceed 500kb in size. 

2. Photographs can be either black and white or 
color. 

3. If sending printed photographs, the size should 
be at least 4”x 6”. 

4. All entries must be submitted on or before June 
30, 2011. 

5. You may only enter a maximum of 3 
photographs into each competition. 

6. Please do not post any photographs that are 
obscene, discriminatory, or which otherwise 
violate any local or international laws. 

7. The photographer must be the sole author and 
owner of the copyright of photos entered in to 
the competition. 

8. By entering this contest the photographer 
agrees that any winning photograph you submit 
may be used by the American Center/U.S. 
Embassy Colombo solely for the purposes of this 
competition or future contests and no other 
purpose, these uses include; displaying the 
entries in the American Center lobby, on the 
official website, Facebook and cropping and re-
sizing the image as necessary to fit pre-defined 
formats for the competition. 

 

 

http://iam.lk 

Portraits of Sri Lanka’s regional identity 
in sound  

and pictures 
 

36 portraits of Sri Lankan elders 

This project is funded by the U.S. Embassy in Colombo. 
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June 2011 

June 7 - 12 Angry Men (1957, 96 minutes)  
 
 

Sidney Lumet's directorial debut remains a tense, atmospheric (though slightly 
manipulative and stagy) courtroom thriller, in which the viewer never sees a 
trial and the only action is verbal. As he does in his later corruption 
commentaries such as Serpico or Q & A, Lumet focuses on the lonely one-man 
battles of a protagonist whose ethics alienate him from the rest of jaded 
society. As the film opens, the seemingly open-and-shut trial of a young Puerto 
Rican accused of murdering his father with a knife has just concluded and the 
12-man jury retires to their microscopic, sweltering quarters to decide the 
verdict. When the votes are counted, 11 men rule guilty, while one--played by 
Henry Fonda, again typecast as another liberal, truth-seeking hero--doubts the 
obvious. 

June 14 - Serpico (1973, 130 minutes)  
 
 

Tony Manero (John Travolta) in Saturday Night Fever and Dirk Diggler (Mark 
Wahlberg) in Boogie Nights have one major thing in common: They both have 
posters of Al Pacino as Serpico on their bedroom walls. As the real-life NYPD 
detective whose integrity cost him virtually everything (and almost cost him his 
life), Pacino became one of the icons of gritty, realistic 1970s filmmaking. 
Released in 1973, between the first two Godfather movies, this is the true story 
of Frank Serpico, a long-haired, idealistic, iconoclastic cop who reluctantly goes 
undercover to investigate dirty colleagues who are on the take. 

June 21 - The Verdict (1982, 129 minutes)  
 
 

In this 1982 courtroom drama written by David Mamet and directed by Sidney 
Lumet, Paul Newman found the perfect role for a transitional period of his 
stellar career. As alcoholic Boston lawyer Frank Galvin, Newman shook off his 
screen persona as a handsome, blue-eyed hunk to portray an aging, weary 
man whose best years are behind him, with a shot-glass future that looks very 
bleak indeed. But when Galvin is given a chance to redeem himself--by proving 
medical negligence in the case of a comatose woman--he makes one final effort 
to regain his self-respect and tarnished reputation. 

June 28 - Before the Devil Knows You’re Dead (2007, 
112 minutes)  

 
 

Sidney Lumet’s Before the Devil Knows You’re Dead is an exceptionally dark 
story about a crime gone wrong and the complicated reasons behind it. Philip 
Seymour Hoffman and Ethan Hawke are outstanding as brothers whose mutual 
love-hate relationship subtly colors their agreement to rob their own parents’ 
jewelry store, and more explicitly affects the anxious aftermath of their villainy 
when their mother (Rosemary Harris) ends up shot. 
 

Reviews were drawn from www.amazon.com 
 

Movies start promptly at 6:00pm every Tuesday. Seating is limited and is 
first-come, first-served. Please contact the American Center at 
amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-8146 with any questions. Entrance 
free ! 
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