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U.S. Embassy Promotes Tree Planting at a Muslim Girls

CONTENTS Orphanage

W Ambassador Patricia
4 Butenis attended a special
. ceremony at the Fathima
i Welfare Center in Colombo
in conjunction with
.. representatives from the
¥ environmental organization
&® Ruk Rakaganno. The
43} | event was in honor of
’f% World Environment Day
Page 4 and was the culmination of
- Environment and Development R L : a cooperative project
in Sri Lanka Ambassador planted a mango tree at the event between the U.S. Embassy
- Fourth of July Quiz Contest and Ruk Rakaganno to promote environmental awareness and
individual empowerment among the girls at the Fathima Welfare
Center. Ambassador Butenis ceremonially planted a mango tree at
the Fathima Welfare Center and donated flowers, vegetables, and
Page 6 harvestable trees to the orphanage.
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Potential
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- Youth Poetry Slam Competition

- Youth Empowerment Grants Mrs. Neolufer Akbar, President of the Fathima Welfare Center, gave

opening remarks, followed by a speech by Ambassador Butenis.
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- AIRC News Continued on page 5

Goodbye Jeff during the years as he was able to enhance the

. cordial ties with public in Sri Lanka and also with
the American Center staff. Establishing the
American Corner Jaffna is just one of the many
remarkable achievements during his tenure. Jeff
was honored recently with a Superior Honor Award
at the Spring Awards Ceremony of the U.S.
Embassy Colombo. The American Center wishes
The American Center was Jeff good luck in his future endeavors.

fortunate to have Jeff as its leader

- ~ | Mr. Jeff Anderson, Director of the
~ | American Center Colombo, is
leaving Sri Lanka after completing
his three-year term as the Public

in Colombo.

July 26, 2011, 3:30pm: July 29, 2011, 9:00am:

The Poetry Club. Mr. Roger Morley will read poems “Kick Like a Girl” a friendly soccer match will be
from Where the Sidewalk Ends at the American played at the Reid Avenue Grounds, Colombo 7.

Corner in Kandy. Continued on page 4
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‘World Environment Day’ Celebrated in Kandy

Group of students doing water-testing at the
Kandy Lake

On June 30, 2011 the U.S. Embassy organized the
celebration of World Environment Day with the
GLOBE (Global Learning and Observation to Benefit
the Environment) program in Kandy for 35 students
from seven schools in collaboration with the
Ministry of Education. The students were
accompanied by their teachers. The program
commenced at the American Corner, Kandy with
Mr. Hector Gonzalez, Outreach Officer welcoming
the students via DVC from the American Center in
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Colombo. Mr. Gonzalez held a brief interactive
session with the students about the importance of
protecting the environment. This was followed by a
presentation of the GLOBE program conducted by
Mrs. Damayanthi Balasuriya, GLOBE Country
Representative/ Director Education, and her team
of trainers who led the practical sessions on
Hydrology components at the Kandy Lake for
students.

During the practical session, students performed a
series of water quality testing at Kandy Lake,
measuring the acidity and algae levels. After the
levels were measured the students, lead by GLOBE
coordinators, analyzed their results and determined
that waste from local hotels and restaurants is
destroying the lake’s water quality.

The program concluded with award of certificates
for students and donation of IIP book ‘Climate
Change Partnership’ for each of the seven schools.
Students and teachers commented that the
program was very useful, especially the practical
sessions.

Talk on *Migrants are human beings too!’

On June 29, 2011, the American Center hosted a
presentation in honor of World Refugee Day titled
‘Migrants are human beings too!” by Richard
Danziger, Chief of Mission, International

Organization for Migration (IOM). Elena Ferretti,
Associate Protection Officer from UNHCR gave a
presentation on their worldwide work among
refugees and IDPs as well as in Sri Lanka.
Participants were from media, civil society
organizations/NGOs and youth organizations.

The presentations explained the differences
between a refugee, an asylum seeker and an IDP
and their differing situations and needs. Mr.
Danziger explained the human rights of migrants,
with special emphasis difficulties faced by migrant
women and children. Ms. Ferretti presented an
overview of statistics regarding refugees and IDPS
supported by the UNHCR worldwide. The audience
raised many questions, particularly about the
situation of IDPs in Sri Lanka and Sri Lankan
refugees. Participants also discussed the need for
more awareness within the country on the plight of
IDPs and refugees in order to build community
support and resilience of the displaced.
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Best Practices in ELT: A Two-Day Workshop for Access Teachers

English teachers participated in the workshop at Royal College

The American Center coordinated with Regional
English Language Officer Fife MacDuff to arrange a
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series of seminars for Sri Lankan English teachers.
The first two seminars were held on May 31st and
June 1st at the Horona Educational Center and were
attended by about 60 participants. Mr. MacDuff
gave lectures and provided activities on teaching
vocabulary, grammar, and reading. The third
seminar was conducted at Royal College of Colombo
on June 2nd consisted of a lesson on teaching using
modern technology and another shorter talk about
plagiarism. All participants were given the
opportunity to actively participate and contribute to
the seminars.

Writing a Winning Resume and Preparing for
the Interview

On June 23, 2011, a public lecture titled *‘Writing a
Winning Resume and Preparing for the Interview’
was presented by Bill Linsenmeyer at the American
Corner Kandy. There were twenty-nine
participants. University students and teachers
participated in this presentation, which was
designed to help job-seekers to improve their
resumes resumes, prepare for professional
interviews and polish their CV writing skills.

Mr. Linsenmeyer has experience managing a
Human Resource Company in the United States.

He asked the participants if they would like to
impress their interviewers, and then guided them
through the process.

On July 18th Bill conducted a lecture on the same
topic at the American Center in Colombo.

Dr. Mandy Explains
‘How to Reach Your Full Potential’

Participants listening to Dr. Mandy via DVC

On June 21, 2011, a public lecture titled ‘How to
Reach Your Full Potential’ by Dr. Lionel Mandy was
held at the American Center Colombo and
connected via DVC to the American Corner in
Jaffna. University students, teachers, and
counselors attended this event.

Dr. Mandy is a Fulbright scholar and full-time
lecturer at the Department of Africana Studies at
the California State University, and currently
teaches Masters in Philosophy and Clinical
Psychology at University of Colombo.

The lecture was interpreted into Tamil.

Join our facebook group
More than 37,000 fans

www.facebook.com/usembassycolombosl

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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Lecture on “Environment and Development in Sri Lanka”
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Participants at the Jaffna American Corner, listening
to Ms. Vitarana through digital video conferencing.

On June 23, 2011, in honor of World Environment

Day, a public lecture titled ‘Environment and
Development in Sri Lanka’ by Mrs. Kamini
Meedeniya Vitarana was held at the American
Center Colombo.

Including environmentalists, students, social
workers, government officials and general public
participated in the event. Mrs. Vitarana, is the Vice
-President of Ruk Rakaganno, an organization
dealing with forestry and bio-diversity.

The lecture was connected to the American Corner
in Jaffna via DVC. The audiences were given a very
informative presentation by the presenter. The
lecture held in Jaffna was interpreted into Tamil.

‘Fourth of July Quiz Contest’

Two teams participated in the quiz competition

To celebrate the U.S. Independence Day, American
Corner Jaffna hosted a competition titled ‘Fourth of
July Quiz Contest’ which was held on July 8, 2011.

Two schools, namely Uduvil Girls” College and
Jaffna Hindu College participated in this contest.

Kirushanthini Jerin, AC Coordinator gave brief
introduction on U.S.A., explained the facilities
available at the American Corner and informed the
rules and regulations for the quiz contest.

Quiz questions were displayed on the big screen
and teams (A and B) were given the opportunity of
responding to the questions. Team ‘A’ - Jaffna
Hindu College obtained maximum number of points
and was announced as winner. Both schools were
awarded prizes for participating in the contest.
Students from the winning team were awarded
certificates and given free life time membership to
the American Corner Jaffna.

Upcoming events .. ...
July 23, 2011, 3:30 pm:

Free screening of the
movie Percy Jackson &
Olympians at the
American Center

- -

Corner Kandy.

movie The Music Man at
the American Center
Auditorium.

de
g

B of the

 Kick Like a Girl

July 30, 2011, 10:00 am:

Storytelling program.
Ken and Visakha

M Kawasaki will read
from Charlotte’s Web
by E.B. White at the

From page 1
July 29, 2011, 2:30pm:

American Corner in Kandy.

Free screening August 4, 2011, 4:00 pm:

Public lecture by Dr. Ernest Allan
Rockwell titled “On the Path of
Vijaya: Retracing the Sinhala
Migration through the Sacred
Texts of South Asia” will be held
at the American Corner in Kandy.

documentary

at the
American

August 4, 2011, 4:30 pm:

Public lecture by Mr. Lalith
Gunaratne titled “Education:
Balancing External Knowledge
And Analytical Skills” will be held
at the American Center Colombo.

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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USAID in Action

Young Musicians, Rural School Bands Perform in Regional Band
Festival

4’ FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

musicians, worked hard to organize bands in rural
schools. After months of practice sessions, the
bands participated in zonal competitions. At the
recent band festival, the students, and their
instructors, presented their new musical skills and
- competed for the top spot.

&4 Although Vakarai had been largely cut off from the
MW district during the conflict, the school children

=~ showed resourcefulness and a desire to move on.
The Sri Lanka army in the area donated new

! uniforms to the band troupe to show their support.

The zonal finalists competing for the top spot take up their positions . . .
just before the display in Batticaloa’s Weber Stadium For the students of Vakarai Maha Vidyalaya it was

also the first time they set foot in Weber Stadium,
o which was closed to the public during the 26-year
Guest bands from Matara and Anuradhapura joined conflict. It was also the first time that many of the

bands from rural schools to display their musical participants and spectators attended a public event
prowess before a live audience of over 1,500 people there.

at the recently reopened Weber stadium in

Batticaloa. USAID's Reintegration and Stabilization in the East
and North (RISEN) program works to reintegrate at
The school bands were among 40 others formed -risk youth into society, extend services to isolated
and taught by young musicians from rural areas in  areas, and help the Government of Sri Lanka
Batticaloa who received training from the United reconnect the North and East with the rest of the
States Agency for International Development nation. It is part of the government's integrated
(USAID) and the Children's Emergency Relief strategy to transform areas emerging from conflict,
International (CERI). and support the transition from conflict to peace.

The former vulnerable youth, now turned

U.S. Embassy Promotes Tree Planting . . . From page 1

city, the country’s fabulous natural wealth shows
itself: from the air Colombo is dominated by a
canopy of trees... And yet here in Colombo, and
throughout Sri Lanka, and indeed through the
world, our forests are in danger. The United
Nations estimates that 36 million acres of forests
are cut down each year. With those forests go not
only the wildlife and the fruits, but the topsoil that
the trees anchor, and the water those trees hold in
place, and in many cases the very ground beneath
our feet.” Ambassador said.

Ms. Nirmala de Mel of Ruk Rakaganno explained the
organization’s history and their role in tree planting
initiatives in Sri Lanka. Dr. Ajantha Perera, founder
of the National Program on Recycling of Solid

Embassy donated Flowers, vegetables, and Waste, gave a presentation on recycnng and

harvestable trees to the orphanage. A .
composting in order to make students aware of

“Sri Lanka is a country blessed with an abundance importance of managing waste.
of forests. Ever here in Colombo, a large modern

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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Youth Poetry Slam Competition

American Center Colombo conducts a poetry slam
competition you all can join.

Rules and Regulations:

e Poets will combine personality and performance
to elicit direct reactions from the audience.

e Applicants must send their first name and last
name, date of birth, contact phone number and
e-mail address and text of their poem to
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amcentersl@state.gov

e The first 30 eligible entrants will be invited to
participate in the Youth Poetry Slam, and only
TEN poems out of thirty will be performed
during the event to be held in August.

e Eligibility age criteria: 18-25 years old.

e All of the works submitted must be original
writing of the writers.

e Poems could be in English/Sinhala/Tamil.

e Poems can be on any subject and in any style.

e There is no censorship. It is recommended that
writers regulate themselves and avoid excessive
violence, sexually explicit content and/or
language that is degrading to any group of
people.

e Works submitted remain the intellectual
property of the entrants. By submitting an entry
poets allow the U.S. Embassy to possible use
their works on the Embassy’s website.
Otherwise, all works remain the property of the
poets.

e All 30 eligible entrants will receive certificates
signed by the Ambassador and free life time
membership to the American Center Library and
Corners.

e 05 winners will receive special U.S. Embassy
awards.

For more information, contact Nowzad at 2498128 /
nowzadAJ@state.gov

U.S. Embassy Ahnounces
Grants Program to Support
4 Youth in Sri Lanka and the
§ Maldives

The U.S. Embassy in Colombo
announces the Youth
Empowerment Grants Program
to fund projects for Sri Lankan
and Maldivian youth. The main objective of the
grant program is to support innovative, small-scale,
cutting-edge projects developed and implemented
by and/or for young people between the ages of 15
-25 in the areas of educational development,

environment issues, community development, civil
society building, human rights, youth enrichment
activities, health and human services and
employability. The competition is open to Non-
Governmental Organizations registered in Sri Lanka
or the Maldives. The maximum award amount is
one million rupees or 125,000 rufiyaa.

Completed applications must be submitted to the
U.S. Embassy by August 15, 2011.

The application form and further information can be
found on the U.S. Embassy’s website at http://
srilanka.usembassy.gov.

Mlﬁ' Free screening of the movie

Young Mr. Lincoln

Tuesday, July 26, 2011, 6:00pm - 7:30pm
@ the American center Auditorium

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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American Information Resource Center (AIRC)

Monthly Essay Competition

Crica

Essay Competition for School Children on the
theme of Learn About America

The American Center has organized an essay
competition for school children which is published in
Junior Observer of the Sunday Observer.

The monthly essay topic is for children in three age
categories 12-14 years, 15-16 years and 17-18
years.

Each age group is given a monthly topic related to
the United States of America and is asked to write
an essay with a minimum word count. The students
can conduct research for their essay at the
American Center Library in Colombo, at American
Corners in Kandy and Oluvil, or from sources on IIP
Digital, a very good internet resource with
information on the United States, its culture,
history, literature, politics, tourist attractions and
much more.

The first three winners in each age group will be
given a selection of American books, a lifetime
membership to the American Center Library, and a
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certificate signed by the US Ambassador. A prize
giving ceremony will be held at the American
Center Colombo every two months.

The Eisenhower Fellowships Association of Sri Lanka
has co-sponsored this month’s competition. The
association will provide cash awards of Rs. 30,000,
Rs.20,000, and Rs. 10,000 for first, second and
third place respectively in each of the age groups.

Essay topics for June-August are as follows :
Commemorating President Eisenhower

12-14 years: President Eisenhower was well
known as a good leader in both the political and
military arenas. What lessons can you learn from
his life in becoming future leaders? (500 words)

15-16 years: Dwight D Eisenhower was the thirty-
fourth president of the United States of America,
serving from 1953 to 1961. He was very concerned
with promoting peace and equality. In 1959,
President Eisenhower had the first-ever meeting
between an American President and Soviet leader.
Discuss his role as a promoter of peace while
serving as the president. (750 words)

17-18 years: Choose any quotation made by
President Dwight D Eisenhower and explain why it
is important for today’s youth in Sri Lanka.

(1000 words)

Please see the Junior Observer of the Sunday
Observer for more details.

Discover the wonders of reading

Readers Are Leaders

Join the “Readers Are Leaders” Club and improve your reading skills, oral communication and meet new

friends who love books.

Tanya Smith-Sreen will read from

Percy Jackson and Olympians: The Lightning Thief

by Rick Riordan

Saturday
To chil
July 23, 2011 © children
between
S [P 10-14 years
American Center y

The reading club will
meet every 4th
Saturday of the month
at 2:30 pm

Immediately following the
club at 3:30pm the American
Center will screen fantasy-
adventure film “Percy
Jackson & the Olympians: The
Lightning Thief”

If you are interested in joining the “Readers Are Leaders” Reading Club, please contact the American
Center Library at 2498169/2498146 or e-mail to amcentersl@state.gov

on or before July 23, 2011

http://www.facebook.com/usembassycolombosl
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Film Screenings at the American Center July 2011

August 2 - The Social Network (2010, 121 minutes)
The most critically acclaimed film of 2010, The Social Network tells the

story of the dramatic rise of Facebook and the people behind the
company. Sharp, smart, and wickedly perceptive, the film features
outstanding performances from its young cast, and flawless directing
from David Fincher. “A riveting, ambitious example of modern
filmmaking at its finest."

g
YOUDONT%

August 9 - The Royal Tenenbaums (2001, 109 minutes)

Wes Anderson’s award-winning comedy deals with the Tenenbaums, a
family of child prodigies whose lives become disappointments after they
are left by their father, Royal. Quirky, funny, sad, and wildly inventive
and original, The Royal Tenenbaums was nominated for an Academy
Award for Best Screenplay.

August 16 - Lost in Translation (2003, 102 minutes)
An aging American actor and a recent university graduate meet and

develop a tender friendship as they cope with insomnia, loneliness, and
culture shock. Described by the New York Observer as “that rarity of
rarities, a grown-up romance,” Sofia Coppola’s sweet and subtle comedy
was nominated for four Academy Awards, including Best Picture, Best
Director, and Best Actor, and won the Oscar for Best Original Screenplay.

August 23 - 25th hour (2002, 135 minutes)

Director Spike Lee presents a powerful story of a man’s last day of
freedom before going to prison. Set against the backdrop of New York
City after September 11, the film explores themes of loss, regret, and
the consequences of our actions. 25th Hour is widely considered one of
the best American films of the 2000s.

August 30 - Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind
(2004, 109 minutes)
Director Michel Gondry and acclaimed screenwriter Charlie Kaufman

team up on this thought-provoking, genre-bending romance about a
couple who agree to erase themselves from each other’'s memories.
Entertainment Weekly raved, “"Only the bizarre and byzantine brain of
Charlie Kaufman could turn this 2004 story about erasing all memories of
love into one of the most romantic movies of the decade." Starring Jim
Carrey and Kate Winslet and featuring Elijah Wood and Kirsten Dunst,
this film in considered by many critics to the best American film of the
last decade.

Reviews were drawn from www.amazon.com

Movies start promptly at 6:00pm every Tuesday. Seating is
limited and is first-come, first-served. Please contact the
American Center at amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-8146
with any questions. Entrance free!
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