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American Center Commemorates Martin Luther King, Jr. (MLK)

On January 22, 2013, the
American Center hosted a
presentation by Chandra
Fernando who discussed Dr.
King’s famous quotation
Life’'s most persistent and
urgent question is: “What
are you doing for others?”

Ms. Fernando, an
educational consultant,

4 teacher-trainer and author,
shared MLK’s teachings on
hope, humanity, community,
and service inspiring
volunteerism among a large audience of boy-scouts, girl-guides,
students, teachers and youth volunteers. MLK'’s famous speech 'l
have a dream’ was screened during the program and articles on MLK
Day of Service and Getting Involved and Making a Difference were
distributed among the participants. Dr. King devoted his life to
equality, social justice, economic advancement, and opportunity of
all.

Ms. Chandra Fernando shared MLK's teachings inspiring
volunteerism with youth.

Most of the youth who attended the program expressed interest in
becoming members of the American Center library and attending
future programs.

February 14, 2013, 4:30 pm

Public lecture on "Motivation, the
vehicle for success" by Mr.
Tharcius S. Fernando @ the
American Center Auditorium. The
presentation will be linked to the

American Corner in Jaffna through

DVC. http://goo.gl/8qgOM.

February 16, 2013, 2:30 pm

Free screening of the movie ‘The
Hunt for Red October’ at the

American Corner Kandy. For more

details call 081 2203944,

February 16, 2013, 3:30 pm

Free screening of the movie
‘Shrek’ @ the American Center
Auditorium.

Lincoln and Emancipation @ the
American Center Auditorium.

February 23, 2013, 3:30 pm

Free screening of the movie

February 20, 2013, 6:00 pm ‘Harriet the Spy’ @ the American
Center Auditorium.

Lecture and screening of the film
‘Dancing for Gods and Demons’
@ the US-SL Fulbright
Commission. For prior registration
call 011 2564176.

For more details on any program
please visit our facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/
usembassycolombosl/ or call 011
2498100.

February 21, 2013, 3:15 pm

Live viewing party on the webchat
with Harold Holzer on Abraham

srilanka.usembassy.gov

www.facebook.com/usembassycolombosl

www.youtube.com/USEmbassySrilanka
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Public Lecture on New Developments & Innovations in Libraries

Officer and Information Resource Center staff

On January 3, Mr. John Hickok, Outreach Librarian
at California State University - Fullerton gave a
presentation at the American Center on ‘New
Developments & Innovations in Libraries.” Sri
Lankan librarians learned about trends in the library
sector and how social media are used to provide
proactive reference and user education.

Mr. John Hickok, Outreach Librarian at California
State University - Fullerton visited Sri Lanka during
January 1-5, 2013. For the past 10 years he has
been conducting library research in East &
Southeast Asia, visiting hundreds of libraries and

documenting their services/conditions. As part of
his study tour to Sri Lanka, he made a presentation
on January 3rd at the American Center in Colombo
to make Sri Lankan librarians and students aware
of New Developments & Innovations in Libraries
especially in the U.S.

He discussed about the technical services and user
services a librarian can offer for library patrons. He
showed how a librarian can offer much more user
friendly service incorporating the development of
technology and recently evolved social media. He
explained how online guides, tapping into social
media networks such as Twitter, Face Book,
YouTube, Flicker and RSS would be useful in
present day libraries. Having discussed on his
University’s online catalog, he further explained
how mobile phone technology is integrated with the
online catalog to send text messages on availability
of library resources to its users. By all, Mr. Hickok
showed the way how he and his colleagues at his
university conduct proactive reference and user
education. He further stated that librarians’ role has
been changed as they work as IT experts while
doing training and teaching.

The lecture was well attended by academics and
students in the library and information sciences
field and some other librarians.

IRC Colombo Promotes Reading Culture
among Young Sri Lankans

The American Center library has been conducting a
monthly reading club named “Readers Are Leaders”
since January 2010. Several American Officers
attached to the U. S. Embassy, Colombo, their
family members and those who have enthusiasm in
reading to children read to children at the reading
clubs. Later on, the Asia Foundation in Sri Lanka
joined hands with the American Center Colombo in
this Endeavour and volunteered to read to

children.

The January 2013 reading club was held on January
19, at the American Center, Colombo. The story
‘Mr. Popper’s Penguin’ was read by Sri Lankan
American Mrs. Pamela Ann Ferdinand while she was
on vacation in Sri Lanka to children of 11-15 year
old group, while Mrs. Sharmini Nagendran from
Asia Foundation read from Beauty and the Beast to

children of 6-10 year old group. Followed by the
reading club, the DVD version of ‘Mr. Popper’s
Penguin’ was screened. The children were invited to
share their reading experiences too during the
reading hour.

Mrs. Pamela Ann Ferdinand reads from *Mr. Popper’s Penguin’

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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Open Mic Competitive Poetry Slam - Season IX

LAY BRI W7
Performers at the Poetry Slam - Season IX

The American Center hosted Poetry Slam - Season
IX on January 31, 2013. The poets who participated
enthralled the audience with readings or their
original works. The poets were divided by age into
two categories, 12 & under and 13 & above.
Participants recited poetry on various themes and
an 'Audience Choice' winner and 'Judges' Choice'

American Center Newsletter
January 2013

winner was selected from both age categories. The
U.S. Embassy’s acting Cultural Affairs Officer,
Sheela Krishnan, facilitated and emceed the event.
On behalf of the American Center, Sheela presented
certificates and gifts to the winners at the end of
the program. All performers received a free lifetime
membership to the American Center Library in
Colombo and to American Corners in Kandy and
Jaffna.

The American Center will continue to serve as a
platform specially for talented young Sri Lankans to
express themselves freely and creatively by hosting
an ongoing series of poetry slam competition every
other month. Youth are encouraged to participate in
these events. The American Center will hold the
next Poetry Slam - Season X on March 25.

A video clip of the poetry slam season IX will be
posted on U.S. Embassy’s YouTube and Facebook

page.

English Language Workshops in Tangalle

Jenise Rowekamp, a State Department Senior

English Language Fellow attached to the University
of Ruhuna in Matara, recently conducted a two-day
workshop for English teachers at the Access center

; Photos from
two workshops
held in Tangalle

Access center.

in Tangalle. Twenty four teachers participated in the §
workshop where they learned about new teaching
methods. She also introduced Trace Effects(http://
traceeffects.state.gov), a groundbreaking 3-D
immersive video game for young English language
learners, to the participants.

Another workshop was conducted on December 29,
by Annelise DeJong Hagedorn, a Fulbright ETA
(English Teaching Assistant) at the same

venue. Students of Tangalle Access center
participated in this workshop which was included lot
of activities. The students were highly motivated
and their participation was brilliant. Annelise’s
husband and her two children helped her in
conducting the workshop.

Join the |1.S. Embassy facebook page with more than 88,000 fans and counting. ..
http://www.facebook.com/usembassycolombosl

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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Workshop on Addressing Diversity in Classrooms

Participants responding to Dr. Hema Ramanathan, Facilitator in
Chennai via DVC at the commencement of the workshop in Colombo.

On January 8, 2013 a workshop was held on
‘Differentiated Teaching: Addressing Diversity in
Classrooms’ organized by the U.S. Consulate in
Chennai in collaboration with the American Center

in Colombo and American Corner in Jaffna, linking
the three venues via video conference. Hema
Ramanathan, an Associate Professor, Curriculum
and Instruction of the University of West Georgia,
U.S.A. and Fulbright-Nehru Senior Research Scholar
conducted this cross cultural workshop well
attended by teachers from government and private
schools in Colombo and Jaffna.

Teachers shared their experiences of diverse
classrooms during the group sessions and discussed
how the strengths and deficits of students from
different sections of society impact curriculum and
instruction in classrooms, and contributed to
devising instructional strategies that address the
deficits related to the process of learning.

Discussion with students of University of
Visual and Performing Arts

On January 24, Acting Cultural Affairs Officer,
Sheela Krishnan visited the University of Visual and
Performing Arts for an speaking engagement with a
group of final year students of the Dance and
Drama Faculty. Dean of the Faculty, Professor
Kaluarachchi introduced Ms. Krishnan who in her
remarks advised the undergraduates to achieve
their fullest potential by reaching for their dreams.
The students raised many questions on higher
education in the U.S. and were very keen on
knowing more about the resources and facilities
offered by the U.S. Embassy in English learning

opportunities. They were very grateful for the
advice and information provided.

. )

Students who participated in the discussion with Sheela
Krishnan, Acting Cultural Affairs Officer, U.S. Embassy.

U.S. Embassy Officer Speaks at University of
Colombo

Sheela Krishnan speaking on ‘US-Sri Lanka Relations’ to a
large gathering of university students at the ‘Senate Hall

On January 31, 2013, Sheela Krishnan, Diplomacy
Desk Officer from State Department was invited to

speak at the University of Colombo for a large
gathering of students from the International
Relations Department on ‘US-Sri Lanka Relations’.
Outgoing Vice Chancellor, Professor Hirimburagama
presided at this student engagement with the
participation of Public Affairs Officer, Christopher
Teal from the U.S. Embassy, Head of International
Relations Department, Prof. Nayani Melegoda and
many academics. An interactive Q&A session
followed Sheela’s talk with many questions raised
on economic and diplomatic relations between the
two countries and conflict resolution based on the
LLRC and National Action Plan.

A selection of books and journals were donated to
the students at the end of the program.

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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A AMERICAN ENGLISH
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE Eannnllie'll"i“c:\‘a:nre“n.cql”i le;;‘t‘atﬁevouov

The new American English website,
http://americanenglish.state.gov,
is an extensive online resource center for
teaching and learning about English language and U.S.
culture. It also features an innovative Video Games,
Trace Effects. Trace Effects, a 3D video game
experience geared for students ages 12-16,
supplements classroom English lessons. The game is
also available @ the American Center in DVD format
for patrons to use.

American Corners in Kandy and Jaffna launched the
new American English Website for students following
the English Enrichment Course. In addition, Jaffna will

initiate a Trace Effects gaming club and will
interconnect with a gaming club in Kandy using virtual
connections available at the American Corners.

AMERICAN ENGLISH OFFERS

Resources for teaching and learning
American English language and culture
Materials for teacher development and

LEARN ENGLISH AND DISCOVER AMERICA student use in the classroom

THROUGH MULTIMEDIA GAME PLAY g q q
New opportunities to practice English and

learn more about the United States
Access to Trace Effects English learning

americanenglish.state.gov game and supplemental resources
Learn About America Essay Competition Gateway College, Colombo
2" Place: Yogarajah Krishanthaney,

The winners of the September/October 2012 essay

competition held on the theme Youth have been Vincent Girls” High School, Batticaloa

announced. They will be awarded at a function at 3" Palce: Isuri Kavindi Senanayak,
the American Center soon. Sri Sumangala Girls’ School,
Panadura
12-14 years 17-18 years
st . . . .
1% place: Ruwimal Yasantha Pathiraja, 1%t place: F. Amra Assath,

Royal College, Colombo 07 Holy Family Convent, Kalutara

nd ' H
2" Place: '?rairsw?tl;c/hcl;(ljl:;?a ngi%‘—;la’ 2" place: Nimani Vasana Hettiarachchi,
! Lyceum International School,
3" palce: Amanda Prabhavi Kandegoda, Ratnapura
15-16 years Museaus College, Colombo 07 3" Place: Rashmi Erandika Ratnayake,
Pushpadana Girls’ College, Kandy
1% place: Chanya Ranatunga,

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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Film Screenings at the American Center January 2013

February 2013

February 12 - The Tuskegee Airmen (111 minutes)

“TWO THUMBS UP!%
Based on a true story, The Tuskegee Airmen chronicles the experiences T

of the first African-American fighter pilots in the U.S. Army Air Corps.
Using Hannibal Lee (Laurence Fishburne) as a focal point, the movie
follows the airmen from their initial training at Tuskegee, Alabama,
through their combat assignments during World War II. Featuring
fascinating vintage military planes and exciting air-combat footage, the
film also depicts the racism encountered by the pilots. In one example,
the airmen are forced to give their seats on a crowded train to German
prisoners of war. Even after the airmen complete their training, the
military brass is reluctant to trust them in battle. But First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt publicizes their plight by going to Tuskegee and having one of
the African-American pilots take her for a plane ride, and shortly
thereafter the airmen are assigned a combat role. Based On The Trae Story Of The 332nd Fighter Squadzon.

February 19 - Malcolm X (201 minutes)
A biography of Malcolm X, the famous African American leader. Born MALSI.':IJLM X
Malcolm Little, his father (a minister) was killed by the Ku Klux Klan. He & * T g
became a gangster, and while in jail discovered the Nation of Islam
writings of Elijah Muhammad. He preaches the teachings when let out of
jail, but later on goes on a pilgrimage to the city of Mecca, there he
converts to the original Islamic religion and becomes a Sunni Muslim. He
changes his name to El-Hajj Malik Al-Shabazz and stops his anti-white
teachings, as he realizes the error of his mistakes. Denzel Washington
was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Actor for his role as
Malcolm X. Reuniting with Spike Lee at his best on Malcolm X,
Washington again slipped inside the skin of the controversial black leader
in a superb lead performance.

February 26 - The Pursuit of Happiness (117 minutes)

The rousing, true-life story of a single dad who went from living on the
streets to owning his own brokerage firm is brought to the big screen by
superstar Will Smith, appearing for the first time opposite his real-life
son Jaden Smith. Set in early-'80s San Francisco, this academy award
nominated film charts the hard times and eventual comeback of Chris
Gardner, a suddenly single salesman who has custody of his son, but
finds that providing for the two of them is a challenge in the increasingly
unstable economic climate. He struggles to work his way from unpaid
intern at Dean Witter to something more substantial, even as life
continues to offer him setbacks.

Movies start promptly at 6:00pm every Tuesday. Seating is limited and is
first-come, first-served. Please contact the American Center at
amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-8146 with any questions. Entrance
free !
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