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Educational Symposium on HIV and AIDS

TR L

Christopher Teal, PAO, U.S. Embassy,
addressing the participants in his
opening remarks

U.S. Embassy, in collaboration with the NGO
LEADS, conducted and HIV and AIDS Educational
Symposium on December 1, 2011 at the LEADS
auditorium in Dehiwela. Over seventy participants,
mainly school students and healthcare students,
including support givers and NGOs/activists,
attended the symposium.

A group of students participated at the HIV & AIDS
Symposium at Stanley College in Jaffna

American Center Director Christopher Teal delivered
the opening remarks, highlighting Secretary
Clinton’s message on moving towards an AIDS-free
generation. ‘Getting to Zero’ is the theme for 2011
World AIDS Day. The facilitators, Prabu Deepan and
Prathiba Perera, gave an in-depth presentation on
HIV and AIDS, covering prevention, symptoms,
treatment and myths. It was emphasized during the
presentation that people infected with AIDS should
be included in society and treated with dignity.
Princy Mangalika, an HIV positive woman, gave her
testimony of living with AIDS and described the
cruelty of society from her personal experience. She
appealed for more such educational and awareness
programs to be conducted countrywide to dispel
fear and encourage prevention of this deadly
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disease, which carries a social stigma among Sri
Lankans due to ignorance. Students were
encouraged to write their pledges and light a lamp
at the end of the event to remember those who
have died of AIDS and make a personal
commitment and act on behalf of HIV and AIDS.

A similar events with hundreds of participants were
held in Ratnapura on December 9, 2011 and in
AU £1 Jaffna on January

i 18th and 19th. In
Ratnapura,
facilitators Prabu
Deepan and Naseer
Mohammed
conducted the
program. Mr.
Nazeem, a HIV
positive person, also
talked to
participants. The
function of
the immunity system
. was explained
. through an
activity involving
the audience
participation as well.
Participants signed
on a banner making a pledge to spread awareness
on HIV and AIDS in their community.

Participants making a pledge on the
‘Protect Myself from HIV’ banner at the
end of the symposium in Dehiwela.

In Jaffna, HIV and AIDS Educational Symposium
held at four major schools in Jaffna, Vaitheeswara
College, Stanley College, Kolumbuththurai Hindu
Maha Vidyalaya and Jaffna Hindu Ladies College.
More than two hundred school students attended
this event. Facilitators Prathibha Perera and Ranjith
Kumar conducted the program. Topics covering
‘what is HIV’; ‘symptoms and distinction between
HIV/AIDS’; ‘modes of transmission and myths
related to the disease’; ‘knowledge on testing’;
‘knowledge sharing on STI, global and local
statistics’; ‘stigma and discrimination regarding
affected persons’ were discussed with PowerPoint
presentations followed by an experience shared by
Mr. Naseer, an HIV positive person. The function of
the immune system was explained through an
activity involving the audience participation as well.

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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Presentation on “Empowering Rural Communities*

e o R
Mr. Kushil Gunasekera delivering the American
Center’s monthly public lecture for January 2012

January 12, 2012: Mr. Kushil Gunasekera, the
Founder and Chief Trustee of the Foundation of
Goodness (FOG), made a presentation on his

humanitarian cause titled “Empowering Rural
Communities” at the American Center auditorium.
Having shown a video on FOG activities, he
discussed how he established FOG in 1999 to
provide essential services to rural communities in
order to empower them with necessary skills and
uplift their lives. He explained how FOG has been
helping to bridge the gap between urban and rural
life in Sri Lanka, and shared his experiences with
participants. His talk included details on his
fundraising programs and upcoming programs in
the northern part of Sri Lanka, targeting war-
affected communities.

He further stated that the success of the FOG is its
teamwork and its transparency. The presentation
was linked to American Corners in Jaffna and Kandy
via DVC. The presentation was well attended by
community workers, NGO staff and media, and the
Q&A session was very interactive.

Conflict Resolution Specialist Visits Sri Lanka

Dr. Joyce Neu listening to a question raised by a
participant during her presentation at the
Sthree Mela

Dr. Joyce Neu, a conflict resolution specialist from
the U.S., visited Sri Lanka during the second week
of December to attend the Sthree Mela, a
conference organized by the Association of War
Affected Women. Dr. Neu is a conflict resolution
specialist with expertise in conflict assessment,
facilitation, mediation, the design and management
of peace processes, and gender mainstreaming in
peacemaking and peace building. During her stay
on the island, Dr. Neu conducted several events
and talked to audiences around the country.

At Sthree Mela Dr. Neu participated in a panel
discussion and led a round table discussion titled
“Advocacy for Gender Participation and Inclusion.”

She was also a commentator on a “Rise with Prize,”
a program on the Nobel Peace Prize awards
ceremony. The program was telecast live from
Oslo, Norway, courtesy of the Norwegian Embassy
in Colombo.

Dr. Neu traveled to Jaffna to meet with the
Governor and also with a group of lecturers at the
University of Jaffna. She delivered two lectures in
Jaffna: one to a village group and the other to
Viluthu, a civil society organization. Dr. Neu
participated in a program with the Aa Kohl Research
Center on the theme “Impact of the International
and Domestic Instruments on the Peace Process.”

She then travelled to Kilinochchi where she gave a
lecture to a group of female youth. The lecture was
followed by a street drama performed by the young
people.

Later she met and discussed with representatives
from an organization named Women in Need Jaffna.
The final program in Jaffna was a public lecture held
at the American Corner on Peace Building in Sri
Lanka.

In Colombo, Dr. Joyce Neu gave a public lecture
organized by the International Center for Ethnic
Studies and also she was interviewed by two media
organizations.

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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Performers at the ‘Open Mic Poetry Slam
Competition — Season 3’
with Outreach Officer Hector Gonzalez

The American Center Colombo hosted the ‘Open Mic
Competitive Poetry Slam — Season 3’ on January
19, 2012, providing an opportunity for people to
showcase their talent and express themselves
freely through poetry. Eight poets, many of them
university and school students, presented their
poems with their own style to an appreciative
audience. Outreach Officer Hector Gonzalez
facilitated the program. The format of the Poetry
Slam was explained by Hector Gonzalez to the
poets and audience. Five judges were randomly

‘Open Mic Competitive Poetry Slam — Season 3’ held at the
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selected from the audience and were asked to give
scores to each poet based on their performance. At
the end of the event, Nadya Perera and Sabreena
Niles won “Best Performance” as a team for their
poem “Poor People” and were awarded a certificate
and a book of slam poetry. Dawpadee Kawshalya
and Shabnam Farook also performed as a team and
won the “Audience Choice” award. They received a
certificate and a CD of poetry slam. All the
performers were given an IIP publication and a free
lifetime membership to the American Center Library
in Colombo and to American Corners in Kandy and
Jaffna.

The American Center plans to continue to serve as
a platform for young Sri Lankans to express
themselves freely and creatively by hosting an
ongoing series of poetry slam competition to be
held in the coming months.

A video clip of the poetry slam event will be posted
on the U.S. Embassy’s Facebook page soon.

Panel Discussion Marking the International
Education Week

A panel discussion marking International Education
Week was hosted at the American Center Colombo
on December 7th, 2011, and linked to American
Corner in Jaffna via DVC. The panelists were
Christopher Teal, Public Affairs Officer, U.S.
Embassy Colombo and Chairman of the US-SL
Fulbright Commission; Tissa Jayatilaka, Executive
Director of US-SL Fulbright Commission; Nelum
Senadira, EducationUSA Advisor of US-SL Fulbright
Commission. The panelists provided awareness on
Fulbright Scholarships, graduate studies in the U.S.
and visa requirements. Graduates, academics and
professionals were among the audience.

The panelists (left to right) Nelum Senadira, Tissa
Jayatilaka and Christopher Teal.

A joint initiative of the U.S. Departments of State
and Education, International Education Week was
first held in 2000 and is today celebrated in more
than 100 countries worldwide. In 2012 it will be
held November 12-16.

Social Media Work shop

American Corner Jaffna hosted a ‘Social Media
Workshop’ on December 22nd, 2011 via DVC link
from American Center Colombo. The presenter
Prasad Perera, U.S. Embassy Colombo covered
various aspects of social media networks including
Facebook, YouTube, Blogs and Twitter. Christopher
Teal, Public Affairs Officer welcomed the audience

and explained the objectives of the workshop.

Eleven students participated at the workshop. Dr.
Thabotharan, lecturer in Computer Science at the
University of Jaffna interpreted the presentation
into Tamil.

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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Movies for Youth at the American Center

February 11
3:30 pm

ANDRE

February 18
3:30 pm

ANNIE
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February 25
3:30 pm

THE ANT BULLY

American Center Hosts English Language
Workshop in Badulla

A two-day workshop titled “Modern and
Communicative Teaching Techniques for Teaching
English as a Second Language” was held
successfully at Vishaka Girls’ High school , Badulla,
on the 3rd and 4th of December, 2011. The
workshop was conducted by Ruwandini Ranatunga ,

who participated in the E- Teacher Professional
Development Workshop in the US.

Thirteen school teachers participated in the
workshop, as well as Access teachers in Badulla’s
two centers. The workshop discussed new
techniques that could be integrated into their
classroom activities. The two best performers in the
workshop activities were given gifts.

Children celebrated Christmas at the American
Center

Children singing a Christmas song

A group of 40 children from Bethany Children’s
Home in Moratuwa visited the American Center on
December 13, 2011, to celebrate Christmas. The
choir of the children’s home presented Christmas

songs at this event. Tammie Harris and Bill
Lynsenmeyer welcomed them on behalf of the U. S.
Embassy and gave an introduction on how
Christmas is being celebrated in the United States.
Bill read some Christmas stories to them and
screened the classic film “Rudolph The Red nosed
Reindeer”.

Embassy officials talking to children about Christmas




USAID in Action

U.S. Government Helps Upgrade Health Care Facilities in the

Eastern Province

Captain Daniel Gomez from the U.S. Embassy
cuts the inaugural ribbon.

The U.S. Government handed over three newly-
constructed wards and a renovated administrative
unit, along with much-needed furniture, to the
Karadiyanaru Divisional Hospital in Batticaloa on
November 22, 2011. Funded by the U.S.
Embassy’s development arm, the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID), and
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" USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

the U.S. Pacific Command (PACOM), the upgraded
facility is expected to provide accessible, quality
health care to 35 in-patients and 150 out-patients
daily. The cost of this entire project is estimated at
approximately $577,000 (Rs. 65.8 million).

The expanded facility serves roughly 35,000 people
in and around Karadiyanaru, most of them resettled
after years of displacement. Featuring modern
water and sanitation systems, the new wards--
male, female and maternity--will bring quality
medical care within easy reach for a previously
underserved population. USAID is also helping
promote awareness of counseling and mental health
services offered in the hospital’s strengthened
psychaosacial clinic.

Ms. Valerie Fowler, Deputy Chief of Mission for the
U.S. Embassy in Sri Lanka, said, “Through the
completion of this project, the U.S. Embassy is
pleased to help the residents of this region move
ahead with their lives by strengthening their
connection with vital government services”.

USAID Support Generates Jobs and
Investments

Support from the U.S. Agency for International
Development project Connecting Regional
Economies (CORE) has increased incomes for over
14,000 households in the Eastern Province,
Anuradhapura District and Moneragala District
through business training and the introduction of
new farm technologies and crops. On December 16,
USAID hosted a seminar with the Ministry of
Economic Development to review CORE as it nears
completion. Beneficiaries shared their results with
an audience that included the Honorable Basil
Rajapaksa, community groups and relevant
stakeholders.

Since 2008, CORE has partnered with private sector
companies to train and place unemployed youth in
jobs with long-term career potential. As a result,
youths have gone on to work in tourism,
information technology, boat building,
manufacturing and other industries.

CORE promoted an improved business climate
through stakeholder dialogue, and helped attract
514 million rupees in direct private sector
investment to target areas, along with 660 million
through other donors. In a period of just three

years, CORE linked thousands of farmers to distant
markets, thus providing new and more lucrative
places to sell their goods.

Minister of Economic Development Honorable Basil

Rajapaksa being welcomed to the event by USAID

Mission Director James F. Bednar.

CORE pioneered innovations such as farmer-owned
and -operated cyber centers to strengthen access
to Department of Agriculture services that provide
up-to-date market information. This allows farmers
to get the best prices for their products. In
addition, to help break the farmer debt cycle, CORE
worked with the Sri Lankan Government and the
World Bank to introduce warehouse receipt
financing, which lets farmers use harvests as loan
collateral and empower them to decide to whom
and when they sell.

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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Monthly Essay Competition

Crica

Essay Competition for School Children on the
theme of Learn About America

The American Center has organized an essay
competition for school children which is published in
Junior Observer of the Sunday Observer.

The monthly essay topic is for children in three age
categories 12-14 years, 15-16 years and 17-18
years.

" gm I ™ Each age group
lu’- u.‘f "m—nl: is given a
& monthly topic

l United States of
& W America and is
""" asked to write
' an essay with a
minimum word

The winners of the "A Heart for Life" Essay count. The
Competition held in September/October 2011  students can
received their awards on January 27, 2012, at conduct

the American Center in Colombo.
research for

their essay at the American Center Library in
Colombo, at American Corners in Kandy and Oluvil,
or from sources on IIP Digital, a very good internet
resource with information on the United States, its
culture, history, literature, politics, tourist
attractions and much more.

The first three winners in each age group will be
given a selection of American books, a lifetime
membership to the American Center Library, and a
certificate signed by the U.S. Ambassador. A prize
giving ceremony will be held at the American
Center Colombo every two months.

Essay topics for January and February are as
follows:
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Commemorating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

12-14 years: “Darkness cannot drive out
darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive
out hate; only love can do that.” Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Discuss your ideas on this quotation. Why
do you see him as a good example of today’s
youth? (500 words)

15-16 years: In 1957, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
founded the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, which organized civil rights activities
throughout the United States. In August 1963, he
led the great March on Washington, where he
delivered the memorable speech “l have a Dream”
in front of 250,000 people gathered by the Lincoln
Memorial and millions more who watched on
television. What lessons in leadership can you learn
from his life? (750 words)

17-18 years: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. is a well
known, inspiring man, to all cultures of the world.
King was and still is one of the most influential
heroes. King's views and beliefs, which were similar
to the non-violent ideas of Gandhi, helped African
Americans through the 50's and 60's obtain the
rights and liberties that was their birthright. King
faced many obstacles on his quest, like jail and
even assassination attempts. Despite these
obstacles, he became a successful leader during the
Civil Rights Movement, and even after his death, by
guiding African-Americans in a non-violent and
positive direction for the fight to secure rights and
equality. Discuss his role as a promoter of peace in
the non-violence movement in the United States.
(1000 words)

Please see the Junior Observer of the Sunday
Observer for more details.

HOLIDAY NOTICE
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2012

AMERICAN CENTER LIBRARY
WILL BE CLOSED

FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY

Forthcoming events . . ..

February 4-10

U.S. Embassy will participate at the ‘Deyata Kirula’
exhibition scheduled to be held in Anuradhapura.

Those who are expecting to visit the exhibition are
invited to visit U.S. Embassy booth as well. Many
activities will take place at Embassy booth during
the days of exhibition.

http://www.facebook.com/usembassycolombosl



Film Screenings at the American Center

January and February 2012

January 31 - Jerry Maguire (1996, 139 minutes)

January 2012

Tom Cruise stars as a sports agent who has a crisis of conscience
and decides to be a better person, and to be a businessman with a
heart. He is immediately fired and loses everything except one
client and one secretary. With Cuba Gooding, Jr. and Renee
Zellweger, directed by Cameron Crowe.

February 14 - Ed Wood (1994, 127 minutes)

Johnny Depp stars as the real-life flmmaker Ed Wood, considered
by many to be the worst director of all time. Cheerfully oblivious
to his absolute lack of talent, and surrounded by a cast of truly
bizarre people (including screen legend Bela Lugosi), Wood
continues to make his films despite numerous setback. Director
Tim Burton finds a surprising tenderness in this tale of relentless if
misguided optimism, and the result is an oddly inspiring film that
provides a touching epitaph to the real Ed Wood’s life and career.

February 21 - True Grit (2010, 110 minutes)

The Coen brothers’ adaption of this story of revenge and courage
stays closer to the original book than the John Wayne classic. A
fourteen-year-old girl in the Wild West sets out to avenge the
murder of her father, accompanied by an alcoholic U.S. Marshall
and a young Texas Ranger. A dark sense of humor and moral
ambiguity drive this intelligent and unsentimental examination of
heroism; outstanding performances by Jeff Bridges, Matt Damon,
Josh Grolin, and newcomer Hailee Steinfeld make it unforgettable.

s
%;

1
JEFF BRIDGES
MATT DAMON
JOSH BROLIN

JOELEETHAN COEN

February 28 - Fast, Cheap and Out of Control (1997, 80
minutes)

Errol Morris’s delightfully bizarre film tells the story of four
extraordinary people and their careers. A topiary gardener, a lion
tamer, a mole-rat expert, and a robotics expert all tell their stories
as Morris’s probing camera and restless imagination lead us
towards revelations about the human character and perhaps the
destiny of mankind.

Movies start promptly at 6:00pm every Tuesday. Seating is
limited and is first-come, first-served. Please contact the
American Center at amcentersli@state.gov or at (11) 249-
8146 with any questions. Entrance free !
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