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 International Women’s Day 

Celebrations, Movie Screenings 

School Students Participate in the Great Debate  

 
American Center celebrated Black 

History Month by inviting school 
debate teams to participate in the 

Great Debate on February 19, 
2014. Eight debate teams 

representing Ananda College, 
Hindu College, Mahanama College, 

Muslim Ladies College, 

Ramanathan Hindu Ladies College, 
Sirimavo Bandaranaike Vidyalaya 

and St. Thomas Preparatory School 
argued for or against the topic ‘In 

a democracy, where majority 
rules, is there a need to protect 

the rights of the minority?’. The 
contest was judged by American 

Center Director Christopher Teal, 

and in his closing remarks, he 
commended all participants and 

discussed strengths and weakness 
in each argument ‘For’ and 

‘Against’. The program commenced with viewing a segment of ‘The 
Great Debaters’ film and concluded with certificates and prizes for all 

contestants, including free membership to the American Center 
library. The students, who greatly enjoyed the debate contest, 

expressed interest in having a future contest where a champion is 

selected. 

Upcoming Events . . . . . . 

March 15, 2014 
 

Free screening of the movie 

“Mona Lisa Smile” at the 
American Corner, Kandy (9:30 

am) and the American Corner, 

Jaffna (10:00 am). 
 

March 22, 2014, 2:30 pm 
 

Monthly storytelling program at 

the American Center. Call 011 
2498128 or 011 2498169 for 

more details. 
 

March 27, 2014, 3:30 pm 
 

Open Mic Competitive Poetry 

Slam (Season XVI) will be held at 

the American Center Auditorium. 
Call 011 249 8128 to get more 

details.  
 

Week-end Movies in March. 
Every Saturday at 3:30 pm @ 

the American Center 
Auditorium.  
 

March 15: Little Women 
March 22: Finding Nemo 

March 22: Chrissa Stands Strong 
 

Entrance is free! Call 011 

2498146 or 011 2498169 for 
more details. 

Award of certificate to a contestant from 
Muslim Ladies College by Director of the 
American Center, Christopher Teal. 

March 12, 2014, 4:30 pm 
 

Webchat on REC@nnect – 

Regional Entrepreneurs Connect: 
Empowering Early Stage 

Entrepreneurs. 
 

How can one raise capital for 

your new venture? Join the first          
REC@nnect TechConnect webchat 

with Anand Danile, Faysal Sohail, 

Karl Mehta, Shaukat Shamim, 
and Ovidiu Bujorean as they 

discuss how to raise smart capital 
for your venture and answer your 

questions live! Event URL:  
http://goo.gl/jq23ze 

http://srilanka.usembassy.gov
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The American Center Launches an Environmental Club 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

With a focus on getting young Sri Lankan students 
energized about taking care of the environment, on 

February 27, 2014, the American Center formed an 
Environmental Club.  The club was created in 

partnership with The Species Conservation Center 

of Sri Lanka and The Young  Zoologists’ Association 
of Sri Lanka.  At the event, Public Affairs Officer 

Christopher Teal welcomed the young 
environmentalists and spoke about the importance 

of protecting the Environment in a very bio-
diversified country.  Mr. Pubudu Weerarathna, 

Founder of the Species Conservation Center of Sri 
Lanka, presented the current status of the 

environment in Sri Lanka.  Some members of the 

Young Zoologists’ Association conducted an art 
workshop for young participants, and Library 

Director Padma Bandaranayake made a 
demonstration on environmental resources 

available at the library.  The Environmental Club 
has decided to meet again on April 22 to celebrate 

‘Earth Day’. 

 

    

Students with their paintings. 

Crowd Funding Web Chat and Panel 

Discussion  
 

The U.S. Embassy collaborated with Sri Lanka 
Association of Software and Services Companies 

(SLASSCOM) to host a discussion on ‘Crowd 
Funding Your Start-up Venture’ on January 29. The 

innovative event format combined a live web chat 
from Washington, DC, followed by a local panel 

discussion featuring prominent Sri Lankan business 

leaders in fields of technology, finance, and venture 
capital.  

 
Local panellists included SLASSCOM Executive 

Director Imran Furkan; Kapruka.com CEO Dulith 
Herath; Google Country Consultant Rohan 

Jayaweera; Orion Management Consortium 
Business Development Manager Hari Padmanaban; 

and Ridgecrest Asia CEO Sanath A. Fernando. The 

panel led a lively discussion focused on tools, best 
practices and regulatory considerations for success 

of crowdfunding. The GIST TechConnect webchat 
U.S. panel included Crowdfund Capital Advisors Co-

Founder Jason Best; Indiegogo Founder and CEO 

Slava Rubin; and Ovidiu Bujorean, Senior Manager 
for GIST Initiative, who answered questions from a 

worldwide audience. Cultural Affairs Officer Dawn 
Suni welcomed participants and business media to 

the event held at the US-SL Fulbright Commission 
auditorium.  

Rohan Jayaweera, Country Consultant, Google Inc. discussing 
resources available for start-ups to use.  

http://www.slasscom.lk/
http://www.slasscom.lk/
http://gist.crdfglobal.org/gist-programs/gist-techconnect
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Open Mic Competitive Poetry Slam - Season XV 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Poetry Slam - Season XV was a huge hit at the 
American Center on January 23, 2014. Twenty nine 

poets shared their original works and quite a few 

captivated the audience with emotional 
performances reminiscent of open-mic poetry slams 

in the United States. Cultural Affairs Officer Dawn 
Suni emceed the event along with intern Lindsay 

Kermisch. Winners and runners-up received free 
lifetime memberships to the American Center 

Library in Colombo and to American Corners in 
Kandy and Jaffna. 

 

The American Center will continue to serve as a 
platform for talented Sri Lankans to express 

themselves freely and creatively by hosting an 
ongoing series of poetry slam competitions every 

other month. Youth are encouraged to 
participate.  The American Center will hold the next 

Poetry Slam - Season XVI on March 27, 2014. 
 

A video clip of the poetry slam season XV will be 

posted soon on U.S. Embassy’s YouTube and 
Facebook pages.  

A young poet performs. 

Embassy Invests in English Teachers  

 
The U.S. Embassy recognizes the importance of 

English language learning in Sri Lanka and offers 
extensive support to English language teachers and 

students. English Language Fellow Ms. Carol Marsh 
conducted workshops for teachers and university 

lecturers in Matara and Tissamaharama in late 
January. She conducted a two-day workshop at the 

University of Ruhuna English Language Teaching 

Unit (ELTU) where she demonstrated fun, student-
centered teaching methodologies. Teachers learned 

to engage students so they can quickly become 
conversational in English. Ms. Marsh also visited the 

English Access Micro Scholarship Programs in 
Matara, Tangalla and Tissamaharama on February 1 

and 2, 2014. She conducted interactive learning 
activities and spoke about American culture.  

The Embassy sponsors 12 Access Centers across Sri 

Lanka, providing hundreds of youth the opportunity 
to become proficient in English.   

Teaching English through fun activities. 

The American Center hosts ‘The Writers' Lab’ 
 
This course is for anyone over 16 who would like to learn the finer points of writing and editing from award-winning 
writers. Students are encouraged to apply. 
 

Course Details: The course will be made up of 10 sessions: each session will be on the last Wednesday of the month 

from 5.45 pm to 7.15 pm, starting on the 30th of April. The course will be coordinated by Ameena Hussein and 
Ramya Chamalie Jirasinghe and will include guest speakers and writing tutorials. The selection of participants will be 

based on a writing sample sent in by applicants. A minimal course fee applies.  
 

The deadline for applications – March 20, 2014. Send in a sample of your writing less than 3000 words to: 

ramya@fulbrightsrilanka.com 
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Kandy Celebrates Black History Month with ‘Let Freedom Sing’   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

On February 13th, the American Corner in Kandy 

screened ‘Let Freedom Sing’ a documentary film 
based on how music inspired the civil rights 

movement in the United States featuring music of 
Sam Cooke, Stevie Wonder, Marvin Gay, Aretha 

Franklin, Issac Hayes, The Blind Boys of Alabama, 
James Brown and many more. Guest speaker Mr. 

Dhanuka Bandara, a lecturer in English at the 
University of Peradeniya gave a brief introduction 

about the Black History Month which celebrates the 

heritage of African-Americans and their 
contributions to U.S. society. He then led an 

interactive discussion with the audience who 
articulated their views enthusiastically. The 

audience included university students, faculty, 
NGOs staff, Youth Forum members and AC patrons. 

Audience watching the film attentively at AC Kandy. 

Award Ceremony of the Jaffna Photography 

Contest on ‘Joy’ 
 

The American Corner Youth Forum hosted a 
photography contest titled Authentic Jaffna through 

My Lens, focused on the theme of Joy. Cultural 
Affairs Officer Dawn Suni presented the awards at a 

ceremony on February 21, 2014. University of 
Jaffna student Tharmapalan Tilaxan claimed first 

prize and Thirungnanasampathan Akarsan, St. 

John’s College A/Level graduate, won second and 
third place. All participants received free 

membership to the Jaffna AC. Youth Forum will host 
future contests with varied themes enabling young 

photographers in Jaffna to showcase their talent.  

1st Prize photo 

caption: “He is 
my best friend’s 

father. Naturally 

he has a smiling 
face.” 

2nd Prize photo caption: “Children are innocent 

and unbiased.” 

3rd Prize photo caption: “My friends during the 

tour of One Sri Lanka.” 
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English Enrichment Course Graduation in Jaffna 

The U.S. Embassy understands the value of English 

proficiency for students getting ready for higher 

studies. On February 22, we celebrated the 

graduation of A/Level students in our English 
Enrichment Course held at the Jaffna Public Library. 

Students gave speeches and performed skits in 
English, much to the delight of the large audience. 

Cultural Affairs Officer Dawn Suni awarded the 
certificates and commended the students’ 

commitment to education. This free, four-month 
course hosted by the American Corner in Jaffna has 

been conducted successfully since 2012 by Mr. 

Harry Gnanarajan, a respected English teacher. 
Over 100 students will complete the course by the 

end of 2014.  
 

This course is part of the Embassy’s larger efforts 
to promote English language learning by sponsoring 

classes and scholarships across Sri Lanka.  

A student receiving Certificate of Completion from Cultural Affairs 
Officer Dawn Suni. 

Embassy Speaker Program at Sussex College 

in Nugegoda 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Vice Consul of the U.S. Embassy James Ross visited 

Sussex College in Nugegoda on February 24, 2014, 
as part of the Embassy Speaker program. Students 

enjoyed his presentation ‘Life in America’ on the 
theme ‘E. Pluribus Unum (Out of Many, One).’  A 

follow up discussion included American core values 
such as unity in diversity, freedom of expression, 

equality, and the importance of quality education. 
Students showed great interest in these discussion 

topics and in learning about the United States in 

general, and James donated a set of books on 
behalf of the Embassy at the end of the 

program.  Is your school interested in having an 
Embassy speaker?  Contact us and let us know. 

English Classes at Osmania College in Jaffna 

 
The Embassy recognizes the importance of English 
language proficiency and funds multiple English 

learning programs across the island.  On February 
21, Cultural Affairs Officer Dawn Suni met with O/

Level students participating in a six-month English 
course at Osmaniya College, the only Muslim School 

in Jaffna. Students interacted enthusiastically with 

Ms. Suni, asking questions about America and her 
experience in Sri Lanka. Ms. Suni provided new 

teaching materials to English teacher Mr. Christy 
Pararajasingam and books for the school library to 

the principal, Mr. M.S.A.M. Mubarak. 

Mr. Ross listening to the answer of a student to the 
question posed by himself. 
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Access Students in Jaffna Completes Two-year English Course 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Students from English Access Micro Scholarship 

programs in Jaffna celebrated their completion of 
the two-year English course at a closing ceremony 

on February 21, 2014. Cultural Affairs Officer Dawn 
Suni awarded certificates to the sixty five 

graduates.  
 

The U.S. Embassy funds 12 Access programs across 
Sri Lanka offering children from economically 

disadvantaged backgrounds high quality English 

language classes. 

A student welcomes guests. 

Access Students in Kilinochchi show off their 

English skills 
 

Learning English is a high priority for the students 
at the English Access Micro Scholarship Program in 

Kilinochchi, sponsored by the U.S. Embassy. 
Thanks to their hard work over the last year, they 

are able to converse in English and got to show off 
their English skills when Cultural Affairs Officer 

Dawn Suni visited them on February 22. They 

played a fun game, learned about life in America, 
and sang along to a popular children’s song. The 

U.S. Embassy funds 12 Access programs across Sri 
Lanka offering children from economically 

disadvantaged backgrounds high quality English 
language classes. 

Access students, teachers with Cultural Affairs Officer Dawn Suni. 

Jaffna Celebrates Black History Month with 

‘Eyes on the Prize’  

On February 22, the American Corner screened part 

of the ‘Eyes on the Prize’ documentary series 
celebrating the heritage of African Americans and 

their contributions to U.S. society. Cultural Affairs 
Officer Dawn Suni discussed crucial moments in the 

American Civil Rights Movement, such as the Brown 
v. Board of Education Supreme Court decision 

which ended legal segregation in schools, and the 
bravery of the “Little Rock Nine,” African-American 

students integrated into Arkansas schools with 

support from U.S. President Eisenhower. 
Participants and Ms. Suni engaged in active 

discussion about the fight for Civil Rights in 
America, the changes the country has seen, and 

the current situation in terms of race relations and 
equality. 
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‘Chat Club’ for English Communication Skills 

Learning English is one thing; using it effectively in 

a real conversation is another. The American 
Corner in Jaffna is helping motivated young people 

polish their English conversation skills by hosting a 
“Chat Club.” Cultural Affairs Officer Dawn Suni 

launched the Club on February 22 with a group of 
20 students. Topics for discussion included favorite 

foods, food preparation, and current fashion trends. 
This monthly ‘Chat Club’ will help youth improve 

their English communication skills and confidence in 

public speaking, with different general interest 
topics each month. This Club is part of the U.S. 

Embassy’s ongoing commitment to English 
language learning featuring multiple scholarship 

programs across Sri Lanka.  

Access Students in Mullativu Learn about 

America 
 

Students at the U.S. Embassy’s English Access 
Micro Scholarship Programs in Mullativu learned 

about life in the United States when Embassy 
Cultural Affairs Officer Dawn Suni visited them on 

February 23. Ms. Suni led the students in an 
interactive game, spoke about typical American 

customs and answered participants’ questions 

about American education, food and culture. The 
U.S. Embassy funds 12 Access programs across Sri 

Lanka offering children from economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds high quality English 

language classes. 

Graduation Ceremony at the Galle Access 

Center 
 

Teens from the Embassy’s English Access Micro 

Scholarship Program in Galle showed off their 
fabulous conversation skills at their graduation 

ceremony on February 28, 2014. They emceed the 
event, gave speeches, sang songs in English, and 

engaged in full conversations with Cultural Affairs 
Officer Dawn Suni. They were able to talk about 

their lives, their hobbies, sports, and their future 
plans and were full of curiosity about life in 

America.  

 
This program is one of 12 Access programs the 

Embassy funds in Sri Lanka to provide high quality 
English courses to children from economically 

disadvantaged backgrounds.  

Cultural Affairs Officer Dawn Suni talks to students. 

Access students, teachers and embassy officials. 

Students sing the welcome song. 
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Monthly Essay Competition 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Essay Competition for School Children on the 

theme of Learn About America 
 

The American Center has organized an essay 

competition for school children, the results of which 
will be published in the Junior Observer of the 

Sunday Observer. 
 

The monthly essay topic is for children in two age 

categories 12-15 years and 16-18 years. 
 

Each age group is given a monthly topic related to 

the United States of America and is asked to write 
an essay with a minimum word count. The students 

can conduct research for their essay at the 
American Center Library in Colombo, at the 

American Corners in Kandy and Jaffna, or from 
sources on IIP Digital, a very good internet 

resource with information on the United States, its 

culture, history, literature, politics, tourist 

attractions and much more. 
 

The first three winners in each age group will be 

given a selection of American books, a lifetime 
membership to the American Center Library, and a 

certificate signed by the U.S. Ambassador. A prize 

giving ceremony will be held at the American 
Center Colombo every two months. 
 

Essay topics for March 2014 are as follows: 
 

12-15 years:  Discuss how similar Dr. Martin 

Luther King’s non-violent path to gaining equal 
rights for African Americans in the US was to the 

Indian Independence Movement of Mahathma 

Gandhi in India. (750 words) 
 

16-18 years: In 1964, Dr. Martin Luther King 
became the youngest person to receive the Nobel 

Peace Prize for his work to end racial segregation 

and racial discrimination. What lessons can young 
people today learn from non-violent movements 

and the ability of youth to create positive change? 
(1000 words) 

 
Please see the Junior Observer of the Sunday 

Observer for more details. Closing date March 31, 
2014. 

IRC, Colombo promotes Reading Culture 

among Young Sri Lankans 
 

The American Center library has been conducting a 
monthly reading club named “Readers Are Leaders” 

since January 2010. Several American Officers 
attached to the U. S. Embassy, Colombo, their 

family members and those who have enthusiasm in 
reading to children read to children at the reading 

clubs. Later on, the Asia Foundation in Sri Lanka 

joined hands with the American Center Colombo in 
this endeavor and volunteered to read to children.   

 
The February 2014 reading club was held on 

February 22, at the American Center, Colombo. The 
story “Grandpa Green” was read by Jason Harris 

attached to the U. S. Embassy to children of 6-
10year old group, while a  young volunteer from 

Asia Foundation read about Thomas Alva Edison to 

children of 11-15 year old group.  
 

The children were invited to share their reading 
experiences too during the reading hour. 

Reads from Thomas Alva Edison. 

Reads from Grandpa Green. 
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International Women’s Day Celebrations 

 

 

 

American Center in Colombo celebrated 

International Women’s Day with a screening of the 

award-winning documentary Half the Sky: Turning 

Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide, 

followed by a discussion with renowned guest 

speakers on March 6, 2014.  The event took place 

in Colombo, and mirror events occurred in the 

American Corners in Jaffna and in Kandy.  In 

Colombo, the discussion was led by Shyamala 

Gomez, Country Director for FOKUS Women, and 

Salma Yusuf, a lecturer, lawyer and columnist, and 

focused on the Gender Based Violence portion of 

the film, particularly on the situation in Sierra 

Leone where rape is all too common in a post-

conflict society. The audience discussed issues 

raised in the film such as impunity for violators, 

stigma suffered by victims, and lack of social, legal, 

and judicial resources. Participants agreed that 

women and men need to work together to redefine 

masculinity as respect for women for and girls.  The 

American Corner in Kandy also held a discussion, 

chaired by guest speakers Carmen 

Wicramagamage, University of Peradeniya English 

Professor, and  Visaka Dharmadasa, Chairperson, 

Association of War Affected Women.  In Jaffna, the 

guest speakers were Kosalai Manohara, Law 

Lecturer, and Vishakha Wijenayake, Gender Studies 

Researcher and  Lecturer, both attached to the 

University of Jaffna. 

 

The film Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into 

Opportunity for Women Worldwide was filmed in 10 

countries and follows Kristof, WuDunn, and 

celebrity activists America Ferrera, Diane Lane, Eva 

Mendes, Meg Ryan, Gabrielle Union, and Olivia 

Wilde on a journey to tell the stories of inspiring, 

courageous individuals. Across the globe, 

oppression is being confronted, and real meaningful 

solutions are being fashioned through health care, 

education, and economic empowerment for women 

and girls. The film is based on the widely acclaimed 

book by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn, New 

York Times reporters and Pulitzer Prize winners. 

 

More photographs available on our facebook page. 

Guest Speaker Shyamala Gomez engaging with the audience.  

Guest Speaker Visaka Dharmadasa discussing the segment screened 
on gender based violence.

Audience at the American Center, Colombo engaging with the guest 

speakers on gender based violence issues. 

https://www.facebook.com/usembassycolombosl
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March 11 - Million Dollar Baby  (132 minutes)  
 

Maggie Fitzgerald, a poor thirty-one year old waitress from the 

very lower classes and with a dysfunctional loser family, decides 

to make a difference through boxing. She convinces the 

experienced hardened boxing trainer Frankie Dunn to coach her 

and be her manager, with the support of his old partner Eddie 

Scrap-Iron Dupris, who sees her potential as a boxer. Frankie has 

a problematical relationship with his daughter, and practically 

adopts Maggie along with her career.  

March 18  - Amelia (111 minutes)  
 

With her lanky Middle-America looks and her toothy grin, Hilary 

Swank is a natural fit for the adventurous figure of Amelia Earhart, 

the world's most famous aviatrix. Amelia ticks through the major 

achievements of Earhart's career: her 1928 flight across the 

Atlantic (as a passenger, not a pilot), which made her the first 

airborne woman to make the trip; more triumphantly, her 1932 

solo transatlantic journey; her marriage to publisher George 

Putnam; and of course the mysterious 1937 around-the-world 

flight that ended in her vanishing, with engineer Fred Noonan, 

somewhere near Howland Island in the mid Pacific. 

March 25  - Mona Lisa Smile (117 minutes)  

 

Katherine Ann Watson has accepted a position teaching art history 

at the prestigious Wellesley College. Watson is a very modern 

woman, particularly for the 1950s, and has a passion not only for 

art but for her students. For the most part, the students all seem 

to be biding their time, waiting to find the right man to marry. The 

students are all very bright and Watson feels they are not 

reaching their potential. Although a strong bond is formed 

between teacher and student, Watson's views are incompatible 

with the dominant culture of the college.  

Movies start promptly at 6:00 pm every Tuesday. Seating is 

limited and is first-come, first-served. Please contact the American 
Center at amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-8146 with any 

questions. Entrance free! 


