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U.S. Embassy sponsored Ifthar Events 
 
In honor of Ramadan,  the 
U.S. Embassy in Colombo 
organized an Ifthar meal at 
Ceylon Moor Ladies' Union 
Home for Girls on August 8, 
2012. The home consists of 
34 girls from 4 to 20 years 
of age, most of whom are 
orphans.  
 
Chargé d’Affaires William 
Weinstein, Mrs. Weinstein, 
and Public Affairs Officer 

Christopher Teal attended the event and engaged in conversation 
with the girls. Embassy staff also joined the group for an Ifthar meal 
along with the children. 
 
On August 16, Chargé d’Affaires William Weinstein hosted another 
Ifthar meal at his official residence in Colombo. Many eminent 
Muslims including politicians, businessmen, medical doctors and NGO 
workers attended the event. Public Affairs Officer Chris Teal, USAID 
Director James Bednar, and other embassy officials attended and 
greeted the invitees.  
 

More photos on page  5 

 

The House Jacks, an a cappella rock band from America, and Prof. André de Quadros conducted  
a workshop for ACCESS micro scholarship students in Kuliyapitiya on August 27, 2012. 

 

Chargé d’Affaires William Weinstein and Mrs. Weinstein 
with girls of Ceylon Moor Ladies' Union Home for Girls  
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American Center Celebrates International Youth Day 

On August 13, 2012, American Center hosted a 
panel discussion by Sri Lanka Unites on ‘S.H.O.W. 
You Care’ youth awareness campaign to Stop 
Harassment Of  Women in Public Spaces, in 

celebration of International Youth Day. Young 
panelists, Ama Peiris, Chrisjith Xavier, Waruna 
Padmasiri and Harith De Mel presented their 
campaign carried out by young men who boarded 
public buses to educate people on action to be 
taken when confronted with harassment. Lawyers 
Waruna and Harith presented the legal aspect of 

addressing harassment and recourse. All panelists 
emphasized that society needs to take action 
individually and collectively to stop harassment 
while bringing it to the notice of law enforcement. A 
lively discussion ensued the presentation and it was 
a forum to share grievances and provide practical 
suggestions to SLU’s campaign. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the above event, a public lecture was 
also held at the American Center on August 9th to 
celebrate the International Youth Day.  

American Professor Lectures on the U.S. 
Presidential Elections  

 
Dr. David Lublin, 
Professor of Political 
Science at  the 
American University in 
Washington D.C., 
visited Sri Lanka 
August 14th-19th. Dr. 
Lublin was invited by 
the U.S. Embassy 
Colombo to give a 
series of lectures 
about the U.S. 
Presidential Elections. 
 
While in the Island he 

delivered public lectures on U.S. Elections at 
several venues including the American Center, 
Kadirgamar Institute, International Center for 
Ethnic Studies, Center for the Promotion and 
Protection of Human Rights and Sarvodaya 
Center.  Dr. Lublin discussed the U.S. Electoral 

System and the importance of the democratic 
process. Government officers, students, civil 
Society activists, NGO members, journalists and 
election officials engaged with him during his 
presentations. People’s Action for Free and Fair 

Elections (PAFFREL) and Campaign for Free and Fair 
Elections (CaFFE) organized two Colombo-based 
lectures for Dr. Lublin. Dr. Lublin provided an 
insightful look some aspects of the U.S. elections 
often overlooked. Dr. Lublin was also interviewed 
by the MTV. 

Dr. Lublin gave a presentation at the 
American Center, to Sri Lankan  

journalists on   
“Reporting U.S. Elections”  

Program organized together with CaFEE held on September 18th 
at the Trincomalee Town Hall Auditorium. 

Panelists from L to R: Harith De Mel (lawyer - SLU), 
Waruna Padmasiri (lawyer - SLU), Chrisjit Xavier 

(youth activist - SLU) 

Continued on page 5 

Mr. Kumaravadivel Guruparan 
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American Center Promotes Reading Culture Among Young  
Sri Lankans 

 
  

  

The American Center library has been conducting a 
monthly reading club named “Readers Are Leaders” 
since January 2010. Several American Officers 
attached to the U.S. Embassy Colombo, their family 
members, and those with enthusiasm in reading to 
children read to children at the reading clubs. Later 
on, the Asia Foundation in Sri Lanka joined hands 
with the American Center Colombo in this 
Endeavour and volunteered to read to children.  
The August 2012 reading club was held on August 
25th, at the American Center, Colombo. Peggy 
Matsuya from the U. S. Embassy Colombo read the 
story The Incredible Journey to children 11-
15 years old, while  Sanjev Desilva from Asia 
Foundation read from McDougal Littell Literature to 
6-10 year old children. Following the reading club, 

the DVD version of The Incredible Journey was 
screened. The children were also invited to share 
their reading experiences during the reading hour. 

Prof. Sumit Ganguly Visits Sri Lanka 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The U.S. Embassy in Colombo recently organized a 
visit of Professor Sumit Ganguly, a renowned 
American scholar and expert on south Asian affairs 
to Sri Lanka. During his stay in the island, Professor 
Ganguly delivered six lectures in different locations 
to large audiences on U.S. foreign policy in South 
Asia.  He also met with university lecturers, 
diplomats, and Sri Lankan Defense officials. 
 
Prof. Ganguly’s first address was to the students 
and faculty members of the Defense Services Staff 
College. There, he talked about current 

developments in Afghanistan, India-Pakistan 
relations, Sri Lanka’s position in the region, U.S. 
policy toward Sri Lanka, U.S. military operations 
against the Taliban and Al Qaeda in Afghanistan 
and the potential for a future Indo-Pakistani 
conflict.  Lot of people participated at the lecture 
held at the Regional Center for Ethnic Studies 
including diplomatic community, military experts, 
NGO representatives, Sri Lankan Foreign Service 
officers and academics. He gave a similar speech at 
the American Corner in Kandy. Many academics 
from the Peradeniya University attended the 
program. Prof. Ganguly also delivered a lecture at 
the Bandaranayaka Center for International Studies 
in Colombo to sixty students. The lecture concluded 
with a lengthy Q&A session debating a range of 
topics regarding the U.S. and its strategy in the 
South Asian region. 
 
Although there was an academic strike, many 
students and lecturers attended the lecture held at 
the University of Colombo. During Prof. Ganguly’s 
visit to the university, he also met with the Vice 
Chancellor Prof. Hiruburegama and the Head of the 
International Relations program.  His final lecture of 
the tour was held at the prestigious Lakshman 
Kadirgamar Institute for International Relations and 
Strategic Studies in Colombo.  

Dr. Ganguly delivering his presentation at the  
Kadirgamar Institute in Colombo.  

(Photo courtesy of Kadirgamar Institute) 

Sanjev Desilva read from McDougal Littell 
Literature to 6-10 year old children.  
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An Evening of Jazz Music 

On August 21, 2012, the 
American Center hosted a 
‘An Evening of Jazz Music’ 
in collaboration with U.S.-
SL Fulbright Commission 
marking their 60th 
Anniversary.  U.S. 
Composer, Even Solot 
recognized by the 
American Composers’ 
Forum as “one of the 
greatest living composers 
of our generation” played 
some of his compositions, 
and the Jazz Trio with 

Pianist Eshantha Peiris, double-bassist Isaac Smith, 

and drummer Sumudi Suraweera performed some 
delightful pieces to an appreciative audience. 

Jazz Music: History of an Original American 
Art 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

On July 31, 2012 at the American Center, a 
presentation was held on “Jazz Music- A Discussion 
on the History of an Original American Art” by 
Nelson  Wen, Vice Consul of the U. S. Embassy, 
Colombo.   

While playing some pieces of music, Nelson made 
comments on Timeline of Jazz Styles and discussed 
key Jazz artists. The lecture was well attended by 
local musicians, members of jazz organizations, and 
embassy colleagues.   

English Club at Gokulam Children’s Home – 
Session 2 
 
On July 18, 2012, a U.S. summer intern, Akshaya 
Kannan conducted ‘Session 2’ of the English Club 
for a group of boys and girls of age 13 – 16 years, 
at the Gokulam Children’s Home. Two girls read 
stories they had written as homework and all 
participated in group exercises. The children 
excelled in word games such as guessing a 
sentence. They also learned how to prepare a 
schedule of activities and had a great time of 
interaction with Akshaya. This is a weekly English 
Club for students to gain confidence and improve  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

their English communication skills as part of 
outreach to teens. 

An English Club member reading a story she had written  
for homework  

Even Solot  
Pianist Eshantha Peiris, double-bassist Isaac 

Smith, and drummer Sumudi Suraweera  

Cultural Affairs Officer Juliana Spaven 
introducing speaker  Nelson Wen 

Kindle Reading for Blind Students – Session 3 
 
On July 24, the Kindle Club met for the 3rd session 
at the American Center with 10 students from The 

School for the Blind participating with their 
teachers. The  boys continued reading/listening to 
‘The Phantom Tollbooth’ while the girls chose ‘Ivy 
and Bean’.  
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A senior lecturer at the Faculty of Law, University of 
Jaffna and a youth activist in Northern Sri Lanka 
Mr. Kumaravadivel Guruparan made a very elabora-
tive presentation on “Youth Activism and 
‘Reconciliation’ in Sri Lanka”. The lecture was well 
attended by University students, lawyers and NGO 
activists who deal with reconciliation process in Sri 

Lanka.  As the speaker is being well aware of the 
topic, discussed present situation in Sri Lanka, 
some prevailing issues and explained the role of 
youth in this process. The overflowing audience had 
an opportunity to hear a very informative speech of 
Guruparan’s personal experiences.   

International Youth Day . . . .  From page 2 

U.S. Embassy sponsored Ifthar Events . . .  

Public Affairs Office Chris Teal welcomed the invitees to the Ifthar meal 
held at the Chargé d’Affaires William Weinstein’s official residence. 

Chargé d’Affaires a.i, William Weinstein delivered the  
welcome remarks.  

Chargé d’Affaires a.i, William Weinstein with  
Senior Minister Fowzie.  

Chargé d’Affaires a.i, William Weinstein sitting with Colombo Mayor 
Mr. Muzammil, Deputy Minister Hon. Mustapha, and other  

guests of honor.  

PAO Christopher Teal makes his remarks at the Girls’ Home 

Mrs. Weinstein 
sharing some 

interesting stories 
with the girls. 
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Monthly Essay Competition 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Essay Competition for School Children on the 
theme of Learn About America 
 

The American Center has organized an essay 
competition for school children which is published in 
Junior Observer of the Sunday Observer. 
 

The monthly essay topic is for children in three age 
categories 12-14 years, 15-16 years and 17-18 
years. 
 

Each age group is given a monthly topic related to 
the United States of America and is asked to write 
an essay with a minimum word count. The students 
can conduct research for their essay at the 
American Center Library in Colombo, at American 
Corner in Kandy and Jaffna, or from sources on IIP 
Digital, a very good internet resource with 
information on the United States, its culture, 
history, literature, politics, tourist attractions and 
much more. 
 

The first three winners in each age group will be 
given a selection of American books, a lifetime 
membership to the American Center Library, and a 
certificate signed by the U.S. Ambassador. A prize 
giving ceremony will be held at the American 
Center Colombo every two months. 
 

Essay topics for August/September are as 
follows: 
 

12-14 years:  Discuss the role of Education in 
youth empowerment. (500 words) 
 

15-16 years: The theme chosen for International 
Youth Day 2012  by the UN is “Building a Better 
World: Partnering with Youth.” Discuss your 
thoughts on this theme. (750 words) 

17-18 years: Dialogue and Mutual Understanding 
will enhance peace in multicultural, multi religious 
backgrounds.  It is believed that young peoples’ 
energy, imagination and initiatives provide crucial 
contributions to enhancing peace and development. 
Discuss your role as youth in enhancing peace and 
development in this world. (1000 words) 

Please see the Junior Observer of the Sunday 
Observer for more details. Closing date October 15, 
2012. 
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September 2012 
 

September 4 - My Own Private Idaho (1991, 102 minutes)  
 

River Phoenix and Keanu Reeves star in Gus Van Sant’s classic 
independent film, loosely based on Shakespeare’s Henriad.  In this 
retelling, Reeves plays a wealthy young man who spends his time with a 
gang of street kids while he waits for his inheritance; Phoenix is his 
troubled best friend.  The two set off on a voyage of self-discovery that is 
as unique as it is ultimately revealing. 
 

September 11 - Reality Bites (1994, 99 minutes)  
 

A group of close friends awkwardly adjust to adulthood in this time 
capsule of a comedy.  They are overeducated and underemployed, too 
immature to know how to cope with the complexities of their 
relationships, but old enough to know that they must learn.  Ben Stiller’s 
film is smart and confident, with a likeable cast and a witty script.  With 
Winona Ryder, Ethan Hawke, Janeane Garofalo, and Ben Stiller. 
 

September 18 - Super 8 (2011, 112 minutes)  
 

J.J. Abrams directs a talented young cast in this science fiction thriller. A 
group of aspiring filmmakers go into the forest to make a movie and 
discover a secret that could destroy their whole world.  
 

September 25 - Blade Runner (1982, 117 minutes)  
 

Ridley Scott’s reconstructed version of the sci-fi noir favorite stars 
Harrison Ford as a retired detective who is called back to the police force 
in order to track down artificial humans called “replicants” in Los Angeles 
circa 2019. As his investigation takes him through the city’s dystopian 
landscape, he is thrust into an adventure that raises questions about his 
own existence.   
 
Movies start promptly at 6:00pm every Tuesday. Seating is 

limited and is first-come, first-served. Please contact the 

American Center at amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-8146 

with any questions. Entrance free ! 

 

Movies for Youth at the American Center 

Every Saturday at 3:30 pm 

September 1 
3:30 pm 

September 8 
3:30 pm 

September 15 
3:30 pm 

Charlotte’s Web Madagascar Kung Fu Panda 

September 22 
3:30 pm 

Where the Red Fern 
Grows 

September 29 
3:30 pm 

Chicken Little 
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